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SURGEONS’ BILL: 


IN ANSWER TO 


THREE PAMPHLETS 


iN DEFENCE OF THAT BILI: 


is 
JOHN RING, 


MEMBER OF THE CORPORATION OF SURGEONS. 


The petitioners againf this Bill have great reafon to complaii. 
Their privileges have been violated; and even their property 
has been invaded. They have been too long trampled under 
foot : and however grating it may be to the ears of fome people, , 
they have the ftrongeft title in the world, to have their com- 
plaints heard with patience and attention. | 
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DEDICATION. 


To THE 
“MEMBERS 
OF THE . 
CORPORATION or SURGEONS, 
Who oppofed the late Surgeons’ Bill, 
GENTLEMEN, oe: 
T EMBRACE the favourable opportunity | 
which this Publication affords me, to pay 
a juft tribute of applaufe to your ftrenuous 
and unremitted exertions in defence of your 
injured rights; and to congratulate you on - 


your victory. 
A2 To 


it. iv’) 

To the Work which I now dedicate tg 
you, in anfwer to three Pamphlets written 
in vindication of the late Surgeons’ bill, of 
inglorious memory, I prefix three letters ; 
which I addreffed to you and others, at 
different periods, while the bill was in 
agitation. The firft was publifhed at a 
time, when the fecret artifices, undue in- ' 
fluence, and grofs mifreprefentations of 
our adverfaries, threatened to bear down 
all oppofition ; and rendered all refiftance to 
their efforts hopelefs, unlefs the attention of 
the Legiflature, and of the Public, could 
be roufed. The great champion of our 
caufe had not then rifen. The bill had 
been read twice, and committed. It was 
to be read a third time on the day when 
that letter appeared; and it was expected — 
to be paffed without much debate. | 


Parliament laboured under a delufion: 
and, to difpel that delufion, when ftrength- 
ened by the powerful and impofing influ- 

ence 


(9) 9 
ence of great names, was an arduous at- 


tempt. The fubject was new and intri- 


‘Cate ; 


* Puzzled with mazes, and perplex’d with errors.” 


Our enemies were advancing triumphantly 
in their career; erecting their haughty 
erefts, and glorying in their ftrength. It 
was time to refift their inroads 3. and to fet 
bounds to their ambition. It’ was time.to 
repel their infults ; and remind them of the 
humble origin from which they fprung. 


It was necéffary to illuftrate the various 
obfcure points in queftion, by a clear yet 
concife explanation. It was neceflary to 
diveft a fubjec&t fo abftrufe of technical 
phrafeology ; to intereft the paflions in the 
caufe of juftice ; and to bring a forcible ap- 
peal home to every bofom. 


Inftead of dry abftract reafoning, it was 
neceflary to urge the argumentum ad homi-= 
nem 3. 


( mi )) 
nem: to prove the flagrant mifcondud&t of 
the petitioners for the bill in times paft ; to 
prove they were unfit to be trufted with 
new powers, becaufe they had abufed the 
old ; and to roufe the public indignation 
againtt, their atrocious attempts. 


The fecond and third letters. were written 
at fubfequent periods : to remove prejudices 
unjuftly excited; and to elucidate feveral 
points, which even then were not well uns 
derftood.. Zhen, as well as wow, our ops 
ponents {trained every nerve, to conciliate 
favour. by: falfe- pretences.; and. to gratify 
their ambition. by am overbearing influence. 
They. raifed. the mift of prejudice ; to pre- 
vent the Public from difcerning the true na- 
ture of the queftion, and. their own real in- 
tereft. in. the caufe.. In: fhort, they feemed, 
fearful, left they fhould leave any finifter 
manceuyre, or mean ftratagem, untried. 


What- 


Up TViE 
Whatever opinion may be formed of the 
_ publication or republication of thefe letters, 
by our lukewarm friends or infidious foes, 
I venture to affert, that had it not been for 
the explanations given in the public prints, 
from time to time, by profeffional men, 
who muft underftand beft what grievances 
they feel, even the wenderful abilities and 
exertions of our counfel, and of our other 
advocates in Parliament, would not have been 
fufficient, to convince the members of the 
Legiflature of the juftice and neceflity of 
attending to our petitions. From the high 
eminence on which they.are placed, it is im- 
poflible for them to perceive all the hardthip 
and oppreffion, under which perfons in the 
humble vales of life groan. 
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LETTER L 
To the Members of the Corporation of Surgeons. 


GENTLEMEN, 


| A BILL has been brought into Parliament, | 
and was nearly carried through both 
-Houfes, calculated to give a defpotic power over 
the Surgeons’ Company to a junto, felf-nomi- 
nated, confifting of an infignificant number, 
who fill up all vacancies in their own body; fo 
‘that you are to obey laws, made by perfons who 
_haye an intereft diftin@ from your own; laws, 
made by a legiflative body, in which you have 
no reprefentation. This is a degradation of — 
your profeffion, and even of your fpecies ; it is 
a daring attack on the free principles of the Bri- 

tith conftitution. : 
BL The 


Pasi! GOR sae ARP 
The increafing number and reputation of the 
members of the Company, deferve that the title 
of Corporation fhould be exchanged for that of 
College; but an attempt to confirm, ‘extend, 
and perpetuate arbitrary power, and to refufe 
members of a {cientific body, which the Legifla- 
ture dignifies with the title of College, the pri- 
vilege of a vote, in electing thofe who are to fill 
the offices, and to maintain the honour of the 
fociety, is a relic of Barberifm. 


The Court of Examiners have grofsly abufed 
the unlimited power given them by the former 
act, by pafling bye-laws to render fuch perfons 
as practife midwifery, or pharmacy, ineligible as 
Examiners. This, which fhows.the cloven foot 

of felf-intereft- too clearly to efcape detection, 
would exclude a Hunter, a Cruikfhank, a Ford, 
a Carr, ‘a White, a Denman, and even a Far- 
quhar,. men not inferior to the prefent members 
of the Court of Examiners, from a fituation, 
‘where their abilities might have been fo eminently 
‘ferviceable to the world. In fhort, they feem to 
“have heard of the bed of Procruttes; or, to fpeak 
“more in ftyle, they wifh to preferve a remem- 
brance of the Compahy from which they fprung; 
. they with to have no wigs, but fach as fit their 
own blocks. . 


- Are 


v4 | 
Are they fearful, that the public are beginning 
fa prefer men, who unite a knowledge of ‘the 
practice of phyfic to that of furgery ? Or-do they 
dread a competition, and comparifon of. abilities, 
with fuch men, 7 lite own court ? 


ite thofe furgeons, who have obtained the di- 
ploma of the Corporation, competent ? > Or are 
the Examiners defirous of getting rich by degrees? 
Are they dazzled by the fplendour of the precious 
metal, and prevented from fecing their incom- 
petency “ll after examination, when they become 
rivals? 

Wea 3 am, 
GeEnTL EMEN, 
Your moft humble Servant, 


An Old Member of the pil i 


LETTER tl. 


To the Committee of Surgeons Jt pi ng the 
7 Mad tas ey 


_ GENTLEMEN, ‘, 
NOTW I'THSTANDING aaah has already 
been, written on the nature of the Surgeons’ 
bill; yet, from the ‘intricacy of the fabject, there 
ate Many. points not well), underftood, except 


by; thofe immediately concerned 5 3 and fome of 
B2 them 
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them have an intereft in enveloping the matter in 
obfcurity. 


Iam induced to take up my pen by hearing a 
mifreprefentation of the bufinefs made by a per- 
fon of that defcription, who afferted that the 
opponents of the bill objected to it, becaufe they 
did not like to pay quarterage, a fum of ten 
 fhillings; and that there certainly were fome 

abufes in the management of the affairs of the 
Company ; for which reafon he thought an aét 
of Parliament neceflary, in order to correct them. 
Such infinuations are calculated to deceive thofe 
to whom they are addreffed. The opponents 
of the bill are actuated by no fuch paltry confi- 
deration as the tax alluded to; on the contrary, 
they are willing to pay a much more confiderable 
fum, if it can be proved that the real intereft of 
the Company requires it ; but they object to the 
principle of the claufe, which vefts in the go- 
vernors of the Corporation a power of levying 
contributions without confent of the members at 
large. Abufes in the management of the finances 
of the Company there certainly are; how the 
prefent bill tends to rectify them, I cannot dif- 
cern. The firft claufe ereéts the Corporation 
into a College, a much more proper name for a 
fcientific body ; and the governors of the College 
are dignified with titles fuitable to their rank in’ 
the Society: but the ordinary members are no 
where, 


oa ba 

where recognifed by ‘the correfponding title of 
Fellows. Every member, on his admiflion, is to 
fwear, ** That, fo long as he fhall remain a 
“¢ member of the College, ‘he‘will in all things 
“ be obedient to the council of the faid College, 
“© and to the rules, acts, flatutes, and ordi- 
*¢ nances thereof.” It is therefore of the utmoft 
confequence to the members of the Corporation, 
that the members of the council fhould be juft 
and impartial. Whether this object is more 
likely to be attained by their cortinuing to elect 
themfelves, or by their being elected by the 
members of the Corporation at large, or by the 
' medium of a fele& committee, it is for the wit 
dom of the Legiflature to decide. 


In the College of Phyficians, the Examiners, 
under the name of Cenfors, are eleCted by 
and from the Fellows at large; and would 
continue to be made in the fame manner if 
the members were as numerous as the members 
of the Corporation of Surgeons; but in this, and 
all other refpects, the members of the Corpora- 
tion will bow with the utmoft fubmiffion to the 
determination of the Legiflature. The circum- 
ftance of election in this Corporation is of much 
more importance than would appear to any ' 
perfon not perfecily acquainted with their affairs. 
It was jufily obferved by one of the counfel for 
the bill, ‘ That the public in general are not 

- judges 


oe) 
*¢ judges.of jthe, merits of medical, men.” It na- 
turally follows, that they. are liable ta be impofed 
_on by, fpecious appearances, tleniit titles, and 
bighrfoundling 8 ames. . . :. 


“she; attratich’ of: Prefident, cay is not otk hi 
erative, but honourable, and: one of the firft | 
recommendations: to public favour and high 
difiinétion. It is. the road to riches, and to 
_ fame. “What: fhall we fay then to a bye-law, 
which, with mean felfith policy, {tops up this 
_ path of preferment, and bars this road of honour, 
to.nine. parts out of ten of the profeffion ? 
Would it not be prudent to hold out encourage- 
ment to the members of the Corporation, and to. 
endeavour to excite emulation, in order to pro- 
mote a more diligent cultivation of the {cience, 
and a more ample fupply of good furgeons for — 
the fervice of the public, both in peace and 
war? The bye-law alluded to declares, that no 
perfon practifing pharmacy hall be eligible as 
an Examiner. It may be faid in reply, that the 
members know this when they enter into the 
Company. ‘Lhis is not true, as, far as regards 
the writer of thefe remarks; and probably many | 
others may be in the fame predicament. After 
- paffing an examination, fwallowing the mon- 
firous oath, paying the fee for his diploma, and 
reading in that diploma that he was entitled to 
all the asides franchifes, and. immunities, 
granted 


nd 
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- 'gtanted by. the late act of Parliament to the Cott 
poration of Surgéons of London’! on ‘his return 
‘home, he’ perufed the ftatutes‘of the’ Corporation, 
‘which were’ given’ ‘to him at his’ ‘departure froth 
‘the Hall, and had the mortification to find, that 
a ‘malignant bye- -law left him bit ‘little hope of 
attaining eminence in his profeffion. But what- 
“ever complaint he may ‘have to make againft the 
‘exclufion of thofe ‘who! prattife pharmacy, ‘he 
‘protefts ftill more dgaintt the recent’ exclufion’ of 
thofe who practife midwifery, that’ moft ancient 
‘and moft important branch of furgery itfelf. ” Te 

is, with refpe@ to a great part of the members 
of the Company, a kind of ex pot faGo law, and 
“breach of faith. “When the’ govérnors of’ the 
‘Corporation were entrufted’ with’ a power ‘of 
‘making bye-laws, it certainly was’ not forefeen 
‘that | they would make laws’ paramount to the 


gee of the land; and, from motives of felf- .~ 


intereft, fruftrate the benevolent intention of the 
ee 


“An i anapy was lately: rindi for the inaccu- 
“racy of .a memorandum’ of a ‘refolution of ithe 
-Court of Affiftants,’ that it was agreed ona 
~ quarter of an hour® before dinner ; and when, 
“juft afterwards, it was afferted that there was no 
“reafon to fear any improper bye-law would be 
*fuffered to pafs, as they muft be figned by-certain 
\preat ‘officers of the’ law, it'was'well obferved 
: Py 
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$y a soyal Duke, that this was very true, tnlefs 
they figned them a quarter of an hour before 
dinner ! It may be faid, that the great names 
who fill. the offices in the Corporation, forbid 
all {ufpicion of any improper attempt. The fact 
is, that all the danger arifes from this fource. 
By great names; the minds of the Legiflature and 
of the Public are lulled into fecurity ; of which 
the prefent bill, which paffed through five fiages 
out of fix, unoppofed, and unfufpected, affords 
a lamentable proof. Had it not been for the 
ftrenuous exertions of its opponents, it would 
have increafed the emoluments of the Examiners, 
and the revenue of' the Company, already flou- 
rifhing, by frefh contributions, levied on faurgeons 
within feven and ten miles ; and by taxing army 
and navy furgeons, would haye robbed them of 
their dearly-earned rewards, guarantied to them 
by the faith of more than one act of Parlia- 


" ment. 


It is for the Legiflature to determine, whether 
any furgeon fhould be allowed to practife in any 
part of the Britith dominions without paffing an 
examination ; but it may fafely be affirmed, that 
twenty-one furgeons are not fufficient for the due 
attendance of the vaft number of perfons, who 
live in, and within ten miles of this great metro- 
polis; therefore no impediments fhould be 


thrown in the way of other practitioners, nor any, 
5 difcou-. 
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difcouragements allowed to damp the ardour of, 
their purfuits. | 


When the Surgeons feparated from the Barbers’ 
Company, they claimed a right to adminifter me- 
dicines. Whether the exclufion of thofe who 
practife pharmacy from places of honour and emo- 
lument arifes from falfe delicacy, from miftaken 
pride, from felf-interett, or from jealoufy ; or 
whether thofe who pafled the act of exclufion 
meant to exprefs a contempt for what they did not 
underftand; or whether it arifes from all thefe 
caufes combined, it is difficult to fay: certain itis, 
that it operates as a fiigma, and anfwers the pur- 
| pofe intended, by raifing the mere mechanical fur- 
geon in the eftimation of the public, and de- 
preffing the man of general eal fcience in an 
equal ie : | 

When we confider how few of the public are able 
to employa phyfician anda fargeon, or furgeon and 
apothecary; and when we contider the army and 
navy fervice, the neceflity of a number of perfons, 
who unite the ftudy and practice of the two 
branches, muft be obvious; and it requires 
little argument to prove, that what a celebrated 
author oe on another occafion, may be faid 
of thefe two fifier arts, ‘ Usrague ed per Je in- 
‘* digens altera alterius auxilio eget.” | 


The united {kill of phytic and fargery will avail 
; GC but » 
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but little towards effecting a cure, in many cafes, 
unlefs the internal and external remedies are pro- 
perly prepared; it is therefore a queftion of fome 
magnitude, whether pharmacy fhould be praétifed 
by men of {cience and liberal education, or by 
porters. If by the former, it is not to the inte- 
reft.of the community to caft fuch a flur on apo- 
thecaries, as may banifh every well-educated 
man from the profeffion. 


In the amended bill, Mr. Dundas is advanced to 
the rank of Examiner, notwithftanding the act of 
exclufion in the laws of the Company, with that 
fingle exception, remains in full force. While 
juftice is done to his merit, we have reafon to be- 
lieve that the Legiflature will not fuffer the great 
body of the Corporation to labour under that ex- 
clufion: this would be a flagrant violation of the 
firft principles of all. juftice. If the practice of 
pharmacy could difgrace an ordinary furgeon, it 
would difgrace a ferjeant furgeon much more, 
If a ferjeant furgeon has occafion to practife the 
mixed branches, an ordinary furgeon has much 
greater occafion. If it is the duty of the Le- 
giflature to protect the rights of one, it is flill 
more the duty of the Legiflature to protect the 

rights of many. 


I thall beinde with one more obferyation, pro- 
bably of more importance than all the reft. A re- 
peal of the obnoxious bye-Jaws will be a mere 
matter 


“ 
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matter of form, unlefs the elective franchife is ex- 
tended. The relatives, pupils, and apprentices of 
Examiners, with or without merit, with orwithout 
genius or application, may continue to be elected; 
by which all competition, and all emulation, will, 
as heretofore, be confined to a very narrow chan- 
nel; and the private intereft of a few individuals 


_ predominate over the public good. 


Tam, wifhing you all the fuccefs the juflice of 
your caufe fo well deferves, uf eh 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your moft fumble: Servant, 


An Old Member of the Corporation. 


LETTER IIL 


Te" the Committee of Surgeons for oppofing the 
Surgeons’ Bill. 


Gerson rt. 
_I HAVE, on former occafions, addreffed to 
you fome firiGtures on the conduct of your op- 
ponents; I fhall now add a few more. By the 


prefent bill, eleven perfons have the modefty to 


requelt, that they, and a few of their friends, in | 
all twenty-one, may have abfolute dominion for 
life, over the liberty-and property of your whole 


Corporation, confifting of five or fix hundred 


members. Suppofing the requeft to be rea- 
fonable, the word Corporation ought not to be 
C2 €X- 
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exchanged for that of College. In a College there 
are perfons called Fellows, who claim the right 
of electing, or being elected, to all. offices; 
but they order the/e things better in a Corporation. 
This is an emblem, not. of a fcientific body, nor 
of the body. politic, but of the natural body ; 
where the rights, privileges, franchifes, and - 

immunities of all the members arc, to labour 
for the head, in order to fill its mouth with good 
things—So. far there is fome refemblance; but 
in one refpect the Corporation of Surgeons 
differs from a natural body, for the members of 
it labour for the head, without any reciprocal 
advantage: it may therefore be called, an unna- 
tural body. 

The petitioners for the bill are charged by one 
of their own number, as well as by yourfelves, 
with grofs mifmanagement, and wafling of your 
treafures.; but in the prefent bill, they do all in 
their power to prevent fuch complaints in fu- 
ture, by introducing a claufe to make your irea- 
fures their own; and furely a man may do what 
he pleafes with Azs own. 


The former oath bound a member to obey the 
lawful commands; the prefent binds him to 
obey a// the commands of his tafk-mafters. To 
give them their due, it was humane and confi- 
derate, no longer to call a member of the Com= 
pany a Preeman. | | | 

Some 
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Some think the power of making bye-laws _ 
was abufed, when the Exdminers invaded the 
laws of the land; and made arbitrary exclufions 
of nine-tenths of the members from places of 

profit ‘and diftinétion ; but the judicious few 

are of opinion, that it is the height of prefump- 
tion in practitioners of medicine, to afpice to 
rank themfelves with an off-fet of a renee of 
Barbers. 

In the amended act, Mr. Dundas, one of the | 
ferjeant-furgeons to his Majefity, is a folitary 
exception: all others are ftill excluded, let their 
merit be ever fo great. It remains to be feén, 
whether Mr. Dundas will accent of fuch a com- 
pliment. 


-. This arbitrary power of making bye-laws, like 
all other arbitrary power, fcorns to be confined 
within bounds ; it firives to burft its channel, 
and overflow its banks. The extenfion of the 
“jarifdiction of the Company will certainly help 
to fill the coffers of the Examiners and other 
officers of the Corporation ; it will enable them 
to reap a more extenfive harveft, aud a golden 
harveft it will be; but it too much refembles a. 
farce acted in another country, called fra/terni- 
zation, in which the performers give you the 
fraternal embrace while they pick your pocket, 


Under 
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Under our former conftitution, and under our. 
ancient rulers, we fuffered much ; being com- . 
pelled to pay fines, or to ferve difficult and 
troublefome offices, while we were excluded 
from thofe which are eafy, pleafant, and pro- 
fitable. What may we not expec from the pre- 
fent rulers, and the prefent conftitution ! Our 
ancient rulers excluded thofe who praétife phar- 
macy from all advantageous offices ; our prefent- 
. rulers have excluded whofe who practife a legiti- 
mate and effential branch of furgery itfelf. 
Their fathers chaftifed us with whips, but thev 
have chaftifed us with fcorpions. | 


Although you have hitherto gained no one 
advantage for yourfelves, yet I fincerely con- 
sratulate you on the noble ftruggte which 
you have made, in defence of the rights and li- 
berties of the whole Corporation,—in defence of 
the rights and liberties of the army and. navy 
furgeons, and of the whole profeffion. If 
you want the patronage which the army and 
navy furgeons enjoy, if you have no great per- 
foneges to efpoufe your caufe, yet you have a 
Ruffelland a Thurlow; and, I truft, the wifdom 
and.juftice of the Legiflature will not fuffer all 
the rights and all the interefts of the Corpora- 
tion to be, as they hitherto have been,’ guite 
overlooked. The fame'temperate appeals, and 


the 
2 


C35) 
the fame manly perfeverance, mutt eventually 


triumph. 
Iam, with pet refpesty 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your moft humble Servant, 


An Old Member of the Corporation. 


An Analyfis 0 es The Drefiing for Lord Thurlow.” 


THIS Dreffing is’ of the "cauffic kind; but, 
when applied to the noble Lord for whom 
it is intended, it will -not* fick. The pre-_ 
parer of. it, who expreffes a fovereign con- 
tempt for pharmacy, that gem ‘of which he 
knows not the value, is faid already to repent 
of his temerity, in handling fuch acrimonious 
ingredients; but itis too late, when he has burnt 
his fingers. Bet | 


This compofition abounds equally with fimile, 
and with fatire: and it would puzzle Scaliger 
himfelf to determine, whether his fmile or his 
fatire is moft unfortunate. He no where difputes 
the ‘abilities of Lord Thurlow ; but endeavours 
to depreciate and vilify the character of a lawyer 
and of an orator. Some apology may be made 
for his abufe of Lord Thurlow’s oratory, fince 
he ftill fmarts under its lath; but none for his © 

4 (OY wafting 


wafling his time in retaliation, when he théuld 
be dreffing his own fores. 


So much, at prefent, ‘for his fatire.—In regard 
to his fimiles,—one of the moft ftriking is, his 
comparing the fcience of furgery to Mount Aitna; 
while he compares the profeffion of a barber to a 
hillock of mud, growing like an excrefcence on 
its furface. The firft inundation, he fays,. buried 
the hillock ; but I am inclined to think, from the © 
dulnefs of his lucubrations, that it. was not fuf- 
ficient,to. wath away the mud. 


This fame inundation, he adds, propagated 
in a mighty torrent the blaze of difcovery. This. 
is a moft amazing difcovery indeed ; efpecially, 
as he tells us juft before, that medicine is the 
firft art that is practifed in human fociety, be- 
caufe we cannot exift without it; and the laft 
that is brought to perfection, on account of its 
_ abftrufenefs.: and, jut after, that Lord Thurlow 
muft be. a yery fuperficial obferver not to know, — 
that furgery, of all the arts which the world has 
‘produced, is. at once the moft ancient, moft 
critical, and moft profound; and that the longeft’ 
life, with the moff recondite /peculation, is fcarcely 
fufficient to develope its. intricacies, or unfold 
its inventions. He gravely tells us, that this. 
-moft abftrufe of all arts has lately burft forth: 
like a. volcano.—An eruption, it is true, has 

lately 
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lately taken place in‘ the ‘neighbourhood of St. 
Thomas’s Hofpital ;—not an*eruption of arts 
and ap eed but an ies of the Seribbling 
ed 


This profound and critical writer informs us, 
that although furgeons were originally incorpo- 
rated with barbers, there is no reafon why they 
fhould not now be feparated and exalted. This 
is another wonderful difcovery.—As to the firft? 
part of it, the feparation, no furgeon will dif- 
pute it; and, after reading a page or two of 
the performance in queftion, the barbers will 
have no obje@ion to it; as they will readily 
difcern, that fome members of the Corporation 
of Saeco are no Sfravers. 


As to the exaltation of Surgery,—TI ‘hope the 
author, if he really isa member of the Surgeons’ 
Company, will in future be {paring of his lite-’ 
rary effufions; or he will furnith others, befides 
Lord Thurlow, with an argument for degrading, 
inftead ‘of exalling, one of the moft ancient, 
moft ufeful, and moft honourable of all pro- 
feffions. Neither furgeons nor barbers will boaft . 
of a member, who cannot handle an edged tool 
without cutting himfelf. . 


While I was writing thefe remarks, I received” a 
a Paster from a difiinaniited opponent of the 
D late 
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late infamous bill; in which he fays, “ Have 
** you Birch’s book, which he calls 4 Dreffing 
“© for Lord Thurlow? Wf you have not, pray 
“ get it, and lend it to every one you can.”— 
This may poflibly preferve the wretched pro- 
duction for fome time from that end, to which it 
feems by its nature to be deftined. I muft how- 
ever remark, that no farcafms of Lord Thurlow 
are fo fevere, or leave fo indelible a ftain on the 
character of the Court of Examiners, as the pa- 
negyric of one of their own party. Well may 
they exclaim, This.was not our enemy, elfe we 
could have borne it; but it was thou, even thou, 
our familiar friend. We took fweet counfel to- 
gether, and walked in the houfe of Lards ag 
friends.— Whether they will confider him as 
their friend in future, is not for me to deter- 
mine; nor whether their vindication was writ- 
ten by Mr. Birch; nor whether they prevailed 
on him to write it. If they did, it is not the 
firft time they have prepared a rad for their own 

| backs. | 
The author of the pamphlet, whoever he is, | 
has two other elegant fimiles, viz. he fays, the 
two profeflions of a furgeon and a barber are 
like a living and a dead acorn, planted in the 
fame fpot of earth: the one has become a fiu- 
pendous oak, the fhade and ornament of the 
foreft; while the other,, deprived of growth. 
and 
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and vitality, lies mouldering in its foundations: 
This author, who has difcovered the foundations 
of a dead acorn, will never difcover the /ongi- 
tude, uniefs it be the longitude of a barber's pole. 
—Firft he compares the profeflion of a barber 
to an excrefcence growing on the furface of 
furgery; next he affirms it is like a dead acorn, 
and does not grow at all_—The truth is, that, if 
we look a little deeper than the furface, we may 
readily difcern the reafon of their being in- 
corperated together. Shaving is undoubtedly a 
furgical operation ; and when it was only per-— 
formed for medical purpofes, was as reputable 
as bleeding: but when it became the fafhion to 
mow the chin, it was followed by numbers of 
illiterate perfons; and confequently fell into 
difrepute. I cannot, therefore, agree with this 
author, that their primary confolidation is a dif- 
grace to the age that joined them, nor that it is any 
imputation of difhonour upon ¢his, to refufe to 
recognife their feparation, while the prefs teems 
with obfervations written by a furgeon, which 
qwould difgrace a barber; or at leaft tend to 
prove, that he is only a chip of the old block. 


He fays, The paltry mound, that is, the bar- 
bers—which obftructed the overflow of the 
burning mountain, that is, the furgeons, con- 
tinues with the fame m/ipidity, where chance 
firft ordained it to grow.- This opinion may 
: D 2 arife 
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arife from his want of tafe: but happy would 
it have been for his readers, if the paltry mound 
had ftill obfiruéted the overflow ; and pre- 
vented them from being plagued with his mife- 
rable eruption. 


If this author is wife, and knows his own 
intereft, he will be cautious how he awakens 
the vengeance of thofe redoubtable heroes, who 
mow down all before them; and take many a 
better man than him by the nofe. If they are 
at prefent in purfuit of higher game, they may 
prevail on their friend Mr. Fasksraod tq give 
him a Drefling. 


Our author afks Lord Thurlow, what the 
bill is, againft which his Lordfhip has fum- 
moned up all the phlegm of his temperament? 
For phlegm read choler. Had our author been 
one of the builders of the tower of Babel, he 
would have afked for what he did mot want, 
and thereby have procured what he wanted.— 
He proceeds,—Is it a bill for the aggrandifement 
of a few by the ruin of the many ?—Is it a bill 
for the extinction of fcience?—Is it a bill to 
deprive the naval furgeon of that final and laft- 
ing recompence, a domeftic fettlement ?—Ta 
thefe queries he anfwers, No; the Houje fi Lords 
an{wers, Yes, 


He 
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| He adds, 1 need not tell your Lordthip, that 
im every profeflion there muft be fome ftand- 
ard of appreciation: and in another place he 
upbraids Lord Thurlow, for having denied to 
the public that neceffary and indifpenfable teft 
of chirurgical fkill, an anatomical tribunal. For 
anatomical read chirurgical. If he means to 
fay, that you may become a fkilful furgeon by 
mere anatomical purfuits, he might as well fay, 


that you may become an excellent architect in 
a brick-field. 


_ Whether the. members of the Corporation 
fhould enjoy the exclufive right of practifing 
furgery, or whether no fuch encouragement is 
neceffary, and the promifcuous practice of that 
difficult art fhould be tolerated as of late, is a 
quefiion worthy of the ferious deliberation, and 
collected wifdom, of Parliament: but it ill be» 
comes thofe perfons to contend for an excluive 
jurifdiction, who have never given any other 
teft of ability, than what is given by thofe, whom 
their jealoufy has excluded from having any 
fhare in that jurifdiction. 


Our author gives us to underftand, that he 
has the happinefs of being one of the e/ed. We, 
fays he, could have difcriminated genius: We 
could have felected it from the common mafs 
ef empiricifm, and haye recommended it to no- 

' tice: 
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tice.—How /¥2 apples fwim!—But, he adds, 
mankind cannot difcriminate. Therefore what he 
fubjoins may be true, namely, that they place 
confidence in fuch as himfelf, Who, fays he, 
would employ a man becaufe he had practifed 
between the poles?—~And, pray, where has our 
admirable author practifed, but between the 
poles ? Perhaps he means, between the tropics: 
as to himfelf, I fufpect he ett Under the Pole. 
As a well-judged compliment to himfelf, he tells © 
us, that mankind confide only in fuch as him- 
felf; and that his practice is fanctioned by the 
general approbation of fuch as cannot difcriminate. 


Who, he exclaims triumphantly, would em- 
ploy a man becaufe he had practifed between the 
poles, or exercifed his knife among the blacks of 
the Eaft, or the flaves of the Weftern world? 
Take care, Sir, how you talk of the flaves of 
the Weftern world, lefi the Bifhop of Rochefter 
fhould accufe you of democracy, as he did the 
petitioners againft the Surgeons’ bill, becaufe 
they wifhed for the Corporation to have, as 
other fcientific bodies have, and as other corpo- 
rations have, fome fhare, not in the manage- 
ment, (that would be democracy,) but in the 
election of thofe who were to make laws for 
them, and to have the management of their 
own affairs; a privilege of which the pe 2 
tion were deprived by a former Surgeons’ bill ;— 

@ pri- 
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a privilege Gitaed even by Barbers. But it is 
rank herefy, and a damnable opinion, to fup- 
pofe that the people of the Surgeons’ Commu- 
nity, or any other community, have any thing 
to do with laws, but ¢o obey them! 


_ Never was there-a bill of more confequence 
‘ to the community brought before the Legifla- 
ture; and neyer one of a more perplexed and 
intricate nature; and of which the merits were 
lefs underftood by the public. In order to be 
able to form a juft judgment, to do ftrict juftice 
to contending parties, and to confult the great 
intereft ofthe public at large, in a bill of fuch 
a nature, it is neceflary that Legiflators, whofe 
attention is engaged by the great concerns of the 
empire, fhould receive information and expla- 
nation from the profeffors of the f{cience in gene- 
ral, and the members of the Corporation at 
large; as well as from the framers of the bill, 
who had an intereft in deceiving them. Such 
extenfive information little accords with the 
furreptitious manner in which the Surgeons’ bill 
was conducted through its different ftages by the 
fupporters of that bill. Even when an oppofi- 
‘tion to it arofe, every {pecies of mifreprefenta- . 
tion was had recourfe to, in order to difguife 


the truth, and conceal the real merits of: the 
caufe, 


By 
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By the framers of the bill it was afferted, thaf 
the oppofition to it arofe only from a few per- 
fons practifing pharmacy; and from fome per=. 
fons who objected to pay them their paltry quar- 
terage. By aright reverend Prelate, related to 
one of them, it was affirmed, that the petitioners 
againft the bill were /evellers; and by another 
right reverend Prelate, that they were democrats; 
—affertions, all equally deftitute of foundation. — 


The conduct of the framers of the bill, who 
affected a fuperiority and fupercilious contempt,’ — 
which even a poffeffion of the talents they want, 
could not juftify, was fufficient to excite in their 
opponents more than phlegm. ‘This gave rife to’ 
the different letters publifhed on that occafion ;° 
the petitioners againft the bill conceiving it to’ 
be a duty they owed to the public, to the pro- 
feffion, and to themfelves, to expofe the clan- 
deftine arts and iniquitous defigns of their op- 
preffors, and to repel the fhafts of calumny.— _ 
Confeious of the uprightnefs of their intentions,’ ° 
and equally detefting democracy on the one — 
hand, and defpotifm ‘on the other, they heartily’ 
agree with the Bifhop of Rochefter, that it. 
would be happy for mankind, if all monffers had 
been firangled in the birth; but they little ex- 
peGed to be called Jevellers by the Biffop of 
Bangor; who is himfelf the greateft leveller on thé | 
Bench. | 

pee But, 
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-- Buty to fetuth to the! author Of the Dieffing’? ? 
why fhould: a man’ deferve lefs'confideiice, ‘fot 
dxercifing shisikiiife among the Macks in the 
Eait, \or ‘the faves in the Weftern world, ‘than’ 
he‘ for exercifing*his knife among‘his fellow=ti=* 
tizens, the whites and freemen of London; ‘or 
his pen againft that refpeCtable and venerable 
character, ‘Lord Thur low? But whom will that 
tian not calamniate? and who can be injured 
by" the calimny of that man, who accufes Go- 
vérniment of the horrid trime df murdering our 
wotinded (Oldiers and feamen, to fave, ‘the. ex- 
penfe iid their inaintenance ? gue 
-fHOo vroctions ie LES Be 
Q Not ‘content: with definite eh character of 
Lord Thurlow} our author inftilts even over the 
infirmities 6f his ‘age’: but it is not the firft time 
that the'old jliof ha been infulted by an afs. 


This writer, who infults over Lord Thurlow’s 
decrepitude, who fpares neither his age nor his 
iifirmity, réminds him, that he is not fo old, 
but’ that “hé ‘may yet’be affliGed with the ftone, — 
ora caficer in thé’ reGtum ;—the complaint from. 
whicli his(btother ‘fuffered fuch excruciating tor- 
ments. In that cafe, he remarks, his Lordfhip 
muft not expect, that the men who live at the 
ee ‘of the Red Rag will be very deni nt operators. 
ne is’a fiidhdly: hint; and, while it juftifies 
rd sf i in ' propofing, that fuch Wea 
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as the author of the Dreffing fhould be com- 
pelled to put out a fign, that, he might know 
how to fhun them, as a failor fhuns a rock, and 
a {chool-boy Birch,—it proves: the:title of this 
humane fargeon to live at the fign of the Red 
Rag.. Bite: genta. all | 


He tells Lord. Thurlow, for his confolation,. 
that, like the tyrant Dionyfius, he may live to. 
be afraid of his barber ; but, if his Lordthip will; 
take his word, he has much more reafon to be- 
afraid of his Jurgeon. In one part)of his book. 
he feems jealous of. the honours .conferred on. 
the Veterinary College ; in another he sobsit 
plains, that the. farrier has’ been permitted to 
ufurp the place.of the furgeon.,., 1f, iord Thur-i 
low has any regard, for, his. horfes, ‘he will:not: 
allow juch a furgeon to ufurp ithe. place.of his: 
farrier. 


‘He tells us, that the yrreor a prvi mae 
defcended from a /urgeon; and that,the greateft; 
of the evangelifts was a furgeon. ., From:his tas! 
lent in fiction, he himéfelf.,feems. to, be»de-. 
{cended from the poet ; for, all. he fays isi not. 
gofpel.” « ep. ee ee eee ire lgre 


‘He fays, Power never 5 makes ra a ola 
enemies, as when it is exercifed to the downfal - . 
of fcience. —This is a very. indifferent compli- | | 

4 a ment 


ment to feience. An elegant-and accomplithed 
author yes ; | 


ingenuas didiciffe  fideliter sien 
-Emollit mores, nec finit effe feros. 


Our author, on the contrary, tells us, that no 
men are fach implacable enemies as men of 
{cience. If this.be the cafe, from fcience, ‘and, 
men of {cience, good Lord deliver us. But I 
truft.it will be acknowledged by every one, ex- 
cept, {uch as are totally devoid of all {cience, 
that no men are fo able to revenge injuries,. or 
forready to forgive them, as men of {cience. 


yeni ee that jeer ileus has dif- 
concerted. the plans of himfelf and his affoci-. 
ates; that he has calumniated them, and given 
them an érreparable affront: yet he affirms that 
he cannot injure them. After this, we fhould 
not expect he would reprefent the name of 
Thurlow, as for ever recorded with deteftation, 
and pronounced with contempt, in the annals of 
medical f{cience; and the rifing generation of 
furgeons, like fo many favdges, exulting over 
his afhes, and burning him in effigy like Guy 
Fawkes. For us, adds he, our meafure of re- 
venge, will be. full, from the inevitable obloquy 
that will attend your decrepitude.—If implacabi- 
an is the criterion of fcience, our author eclipfes 

E 2 Newton: 
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Newton: but who would expect, after the bar- 
_ barous and inhuman fentiments expreffed above, 
and his telling us he is in good practice, that he 
fhould fuppofe Lord Thurlow’s want of huma- 
nity would have rendered him incapable of being 
a furgeon? 


- He afks; whether the functions of a furgeon’ 
can be adequately éxercifed by a ftudent in bell-~ 
metal mortars. If a ftudent in bell-metal mor- 
tars is unfit to be a furgeon, @ fortiori he is unfit 
to be an Examiner; and yet, among the framers 
of the late bill are to be found more than one 
or two fiudents in de//-metal mortars. Wt may be 
a confolation to fome of the younger members 
of the Corporation to know, that either the 
royal touch, or the fituation of hofpital fur- 
geons, whether obtained by purchafe or con- 
nexion, is capable of concealing, if not obli- 
terating, the taint of this ial Helgi jin. 


. The exclufion of thofe who practife siaeenet 
or midwifery, from the Court of Examiners, 
arifes not from pride, but from jealoufy and felf- 
intereft. It is to the intereft of the Examiners 
to exclude a formidable ‘rival; but it is not to 
the intereft of the public to feparate the practice 
of kindred arts, and put afunder what nature 
has joined; nor to refpect a man the more, in 
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proportion as he’ becomes si uteful, and of 
eae lefs refpectable. , 


~ What, indeed,, bias Giaceil to, Aine aha more, 
reputable than pharmacy? Is it the adminiftering 
of a clyfter, or the cleanfing of a fiftula? Not 
that I really think either of thefe offices mean ; 
or with to caft the leaft imputation upon either, 
Homo fum, humani mhil a me alienum puto: but 1. 
with to remind thofe, who affect a fuperiority 
not warranted by reafon, how ill-founded their 
pretenfions are. It may feem ftrange, that any, 
perfons praclifing pharmacy, fhould have figned, 
an approbation of a bill calculated to injure 
themtfelves ; it was committing a kind of fuicide, 
and cutting their own throats; but the bill was 
fallacious, and the bye-laws were to be confirmed, 
without being recited. Some of thofe gentle- 
men did it inadvertently; others to oblige their 
patrons ; more than one of them may fay, with 
their brother in Romeo and Juliet, My poveriy, 
ohn not my will, confented. 


/ 


Bat what heightens the injutic, and apera- | 
sui the abfurdity of the conduct of the Exa- 
miners and their adherents, is, that almoft all 
of them, if not all, practife pharmacy in a 
greater or lefs degree; that is, oe far as their 
jntereft requires, and their opportunities admit. 
~wls the profeffion of furgery rendered refpecta- 
gt ‘ | . ble 


| 
| 
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ble by fraud, or by jefuitical duplicity, and that- 
pharifaical hypocrify, which would difgrace any 
~ other profeffion ? Is it rendered refpectable by 
their ftigmatifing others for what they practife 
themfelves, or by their endeavouring to impo- 
verith others, for following a branch of the pro-' 
feffion by which they are enriched? No: but! 
as it is to the intereft of the public to have as — 
maily able furgeons as poffible, it is to their in- 
teréft to have as few as poffible: as it is to the’ 
intereft of the public to promote the general 
cultivation of the fcience, it 18 to se a 
ts itso abate it. ‘is 

ay regard’ to palin; they ought ‘to fudy 
‘it’ More, or practife. it lefs; and in ‘regard to 
phyfic, they fheald give fome proof of their un= 
dérfianding it, or not practife it at all. Though 
it is ‘a queftion lets agitated of late, it is of in- 
finitely more importance, inafmueh as cafes in 
phyfie occur fo much more frequently, and as 
the public are much lefs able: to difcriminate. 
either the nature of the cafe, or the merit of the 
practitioner in phyfic, than in fargery. Surgi- 
cal empirics kill their thoufands,’ but iicaica’ 
empirics their ten thoufands; net by the knife,’ 
nor by the hatchet, which give alarm, but by 
balls, or rather str and’ eat ihiad which makes! 
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The neceffity of compelling every man to give 

fomne: teft of his medical, as well as chirurgical 
‘abilities, has often been) urged, and, { hope; 
will not always be urged in vain... Mankind ‘are 
tremblingly alive to. external difeafes and acci+ 
dents, which are the moft; frequent objects of 
furgery ; but as-to internal difeafes; no ‘one: can 
eftimate their importance, but {uch as have made 
them the objects oftheir laborious refearch,.and 
patient inveftigation. The fuperior importance of 
phyfic to furgery, holds good even in fleets and ar- 
mies, where far more perith byficknefs than by the 
fword: yet a cure in furgery is moft likely to be 
erowned with popular applaufe, and to attra& 
__ the/admiration both of the great vulgar, and of 
the fmall,, The reafon. is obvious: «whatever is 
fuperficial, is moft:on a level ahah their: under 
Samia. | q 
swSahee, en Gare the Silos aiid raion’ 
ef phyfic add dignity to the character of ‘a fur- 
geon, and the knowledge and practice. of -phar- 
macy do not degrade it; and fince humanity, 
- policy; reafon, and? juftice: require, that’ .the 
public fhould obtain medical affiftance, in ordi- 
nary cafes, at a moderate expenfe, no perfons 
can be fo well qualified to render that affiftance,; 
as thofe who are well ningbaipas minh the aiid 
ture of the ne frame. dakig Spey 
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Our author fays, the Court ‘of Examiners 
have hitherto conftituted a tribunal, the defign | 
of which was, {0 :protect fociety frony ignorance 
and empiricifm, by giving a diplomatic: fandtion 
to men: of abilities, How well they have ‘an- 
fwered the defign of their inftitution,may'be | 
colleGted ‘from what he fubjoins; viz. that “the 
army, navy, and empire at large, have beet in? 

undated: and overwhelmed with ari sue boa 
arena bret L | gorsynlova Joobse 

toiyiig 

The latter nt of this i teeinad the sbuiniies 
of impudent pretenders, is too true to be contra4 
diGied; The .Drefing for Lord; Thurlaw:cons 
tains intrinfic evidence of theiexiitence of duck. 

a character; andthe. truth of :at.is corrdborated 
by. the united :voice) of our commanders, of the 
public at large, and of the Court of Examiners 
themfelves. I will not add, that it is.alfo con- 
firmed by the petition of the Delegates ; but ledve 
it to my adverfary,, to hee to that ath 
authority.» 

» Our author informs us, that the authority: ‘of 
the Court of Examiners was too limited tobe 
effectual... This might have been true, withyres 
gard to all but army and navy furgeons..:' Alb 

‘navy furgeons have been examined by them from: 
time immemorial, and all.army {urgeons for 
about fifty years paft ; as the framers of the late, 

iw bill 
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bill conféfs, and even boaft, in their defence of 
that bill, fent round to thé houfe of’ every 
Peer. In that paper they affert, that they have 
for many years examined all furgeons and mates | 
for the army and navy; and, they hope, with 
advantage to the public, and credit to themfelves. 
Perhaps they meant to fay, with advantage to 
themfelves; that it has not been with advantage 
' to the public, the united voices of all men cry 
aloud. 


In order to recommend their bill to the Legif- 
lature, at its firft introduction, they had recourfe 
to the pitiful expedient of a falfe allegation, and 
’ pretended they had examined furgeons and mates 
for the army, navy, and other Nader fervice, 
gratis. ‘The fact is, that, like father Paul, they 
do not immediately touch the money; but it is 
put into the aggregate fund, from whence every 
fxaminer draws a fee every day of examination, 
befides a good dinner. Such are the difinterefted 
fervices rendered to the public by the Court of 
Examiners; and fuch their peace-offering, to 
reconcile the Legiflature to the Surgeons’ bill ! 


But we are informed by this author, that the 
power of that Court was too limited! to be effec- 
tual. 1 fiippofe he means, effetual for making 
them Nabobs, That it was effectual enough to 
efighle them to doa vaft deal of mifchief, his pub- 

F | lication 
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lication bears ample teftimony ; fince it fhows, 
that, for the fake of felf-intereft, they had deluged 
the army, navy, and the whole empire, with 
defpicable pretenders. Perhaps he means, they 
had not the power to refufe the qualification fee : 
in other refpects it is to be lamented, that the 
Legiflature did not fooner fet limits to their 
power, or they to their inordinate avarice and 
ambition. 


Befides other advantages accruing to the 
Examiners, directly or indire@ly, for granting 
diplomas and qualifications, five or fix guineas 
were paid by every furgeon and mate examined 
at extra courts; which urgent fervice frequently 
rendered neceflary. This fum was divided 
among the Examiners; fo that each Examiner 
has been known to receive feven or eight guineas 
a day for his fhare. Whether they confidered 
this tender as a bribe, or not, it is difficult to 
determine: it is certain, however, ney always 
pocketied the affront. 


If the defign of the inftitution of the Court 
of Examiners was, to protect fociety from igno- 
rance and empiricifm, it is rather furprifing they 
fhould not difcover, in lefs than fifty years, that 
they are not armed by the late act of Parliament 
with any power to prevent all the quacks in the 


kingdom = from mreRGHne his Majefty’s lege 
fubjects 
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fubjedts ‘as faft as they can. It is true, an old 
charter gave that, power; but then it was or- 
dained, that the. members of the, Corporation 
fhould:be examined before the Bithop of Lon- 
don, by certain perfons defcribed in that. char- 
ter :—a_ provifion.. which the Examiners them- 
felves have not complied with ; a provifion ren- 
dered obfolete by difufe, and fuperfeded by the 
late act. If, however, our author’s:affertions,. 
their own affertions, and the affertions of all the 
world, are true, fome Bifhop, or at leaft fome 
man of honour and confcience, ought to prefide 
over their examinations, in order to prevent the 
public from being any longer impofed on. 


- Our author tells us, that the neceflity for 
fome reform, in this refpect, is too apparent to 
be contradicted; and, indeed, this affertion is fo 
true, and his proofsare fo ftrong, that 1 fhudder 
while I repeat them. But although there is too 
much truth in the relation, he has overcharged 
the picture ; he has mented to make the proper 
exceptions. 


» Speaking of the army and navy, How, fays 
he, has the fervice been fupplied with mates? 
(under which term: he feems to include’ furgeons 
alfo.) “ How has the fervice been fupplied with 
‘* mates '—From the hofpitals of Great Britain, 
“‘the proper feminaries of chirurgical know-: 
3 Fo “ ledge? 
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 Jedge ?- No!—From the private abodes of 
«‘domefiic tuition of refpectable furgeons ? 
« No !—How then have they originated? Why, 
from the fhops of apothecaries! difcarded ap- 
*¢ prentices, and uneducated porters! But a far 
“greater number of them, needy adventurers 
‘from the North!—Scotch graduates, that 
< never faw a diffection, or even handled a 
‘¢ knife! Precious fellows to be entrufted with 
lopping, off legs and arms in a battle!” 


The education of thefe Scotch araduates, he" 
tells us, is this: “ They ‘come to town as ig- 
** norant and as rufficated, (rifum teneatis ? ) as 
“peafants. ‘They walk an hofpital, if they can 
“ afford it, for three months, during which time 
cs they acquire a little technical phrafeology ; ; 
¢ and with this fuperficial inftrudtion, they fally 
“‘ forth as mates, to diftribute life and death to 
« the miferable victims of war.” Are thefe things 
fo? If they are, what a reproach to the Court of 
Examiners, who, by certifying their ability, give 
thefe deftroying angels their commiffion! for no 
furgeon is employed in the public fervice till his 
abilities are certified by the Court of Examiners ! 


“Itis,” he adds, “a notorious truth, that at 
“ fea they amputate like the barbarians of Abyf- 
“ finia; only with this difference, that they ufe 
“ca knife inftead of a hatchet. For the truth of 

| this, 
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‘ake 
« ¢his, Tappeal to the teflimony of all the naval, 
“officers, and to the petition of the Delegates} 
** Good God!” he adds,’ ** are the lives of his. 
© Majefty’s feamen, the invulnerable bulwarks 
‘<and. main ‘palladium of our ftrength, to be 
‘* idly facrificed, to pleafe a junto, or pamper | 
“the fpleen of a faction ?” I anfwer, No: they 
ought neither to be facrificed to pleafe a felf- 
éleGed junto, who undergo xo tef of ability, nor 
to pamper the luxury of a Court of Examiners, 
‘at their new een cite Houfe in Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields. is , 


But it has been faid, How are the army and 
navy to be fupplied with furgeons in time of 
war? Tl anfwer, By encouraging the cultivation 
of the fcience in time of peace. For no man can 
be fo ftupid as to imagine, that when war is 
proclaimed at Charing Crofs, a multitude of able 
furgeons will {pring up at Surgeons’ Hall like 
mufhrooms. It! ought to be remarked, that 
furgeons and mates are not fent to Surgeons’ 
Hall, as paupers to a magiftrate, to be paffed, 
but to be examined; a circumftance which the 
Court of Examiners will do well in future to: 
remember. i 


- It appears, however, that if the Examiners. 
have not fufficient power to promote the proper. 
education of the army and navy furgeons, they» 
: have. 
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have fufficient power to prevent it; afd have 
exercifed that power with fuccefs.. Having, 
from their engagements, as hofpital furgeons and 
Examiners, and the prejadice entertained by the 
public in favour of thofe who fill fuch, offices, 
no leifure for the extenfive praClice of phyfic or 
pharmacy, they endeavour to difparage thofe who 
have more opportunity and more ability; left 
they aifo fhould reap adyantage from their fitua- 
tions, and prevent the elect from drawing all the 
befi practice into their vortex. What Ta- 
tional motive can a young furseon haye, to cul- 
tivate the fiudy of pharmacy or of phyfic, when 
perhaps his knowledge muft again be laid by, 


like an old man of war, after the next.cam-~_ 


paign ; or he will be rendered for, ever incapable 
of attaining the higheft honours in his-profeffion !, 
If the prefent plan of the Court of Examiners be: 


tolerated, Government muft employ a phyfician, 


as well as a furgeon, in every fhip, and im every 
regiment ; or be anfwerable for all the dreadful 
confequences that fhall enfue. 


- If thofe who are fent to Surgeons’ Hall for exa- 


mination are not qualified, the Examiners fhould, 
not, for the fake of fordid lucre, certify that they. 


are, and thereby impofe on’ Government, and 
fign the death-warrants of our brave foldiers and 


feamen. But we are told by this author, that? 
our feamen are an invulnerable bulwark. Perhaps, 


he 
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he means impregnable: but it is to be hoped he 
will add a dictionary to the next edition of his 
work, as a clue to guide us through the labyrinth 
of his abfurdities. If our gallant feamen are 
. really invulnerable, the expenfe of examinations 
at Surgeons’ Hall, and of furgeons to cut and 
flath them, and lop off their legs, is unneceflary. 
_ But, alas! the records of Greenwich Hofpital, 
- and-even the records of our naval victories, tell 
another tale ! 


It is the fafhion to extol our failors and over- 
look our foldiers, as of little or no confequence : 
and our author follows the fafhion. ‘This par- 
tiality is pregnant with ingratitude and injuftice; 
and arifes from a predilection for our invincible 
bulwark, and an antipathy to continental wars. 
Whether this predilection and this antipathy are 
well founded or not, is a queftion for ftatefmen 
to decide ;\ but can neither augment nor diminifh 
the merit of the feaman or of the foldier, who have 
an equal claim on our gratitude, and equally de- 
ferve all the affiftance which their country can 
afford, to alleviate the hardfhips of war. | 


Nor ought thofe furgeons who expofe them-’ 
{elves to the danger of peftilential difeafe, and 
acquit themfelves with credit in the fervice of 
their country, to be. forgotten. After fharing 
the calamities and fuffering the miferies of war, 
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in order to eftablifh their fame; and obtain art 
honourable afylum’ in their native land, fhall 
they be difappointed at their return’? Shall they 
be refufed’ an afylum, earned by their labours, 
merited by their fervices, and guarantied to them 
by Parliament ? Shall they, when they anchor 
on their native fhore, be told’ that the Court 
- of Examiners, who thought them ‘fit to pradtife 
when inexperienced, aré doubtful whether they’ 
are fit to practife when experienced? Shall they 
be told, that men living in eafe and affluence, 
aré afraid of encroachments on! their practice ? 
that the Court of Examiners are troubled with’ 
feruples of conftience; that they feel compunc- 
tion:and remorfe, for having let loofe fucha {et'of 
ruffians’ to butcher-our brave’ men? that their 
reft is difturbed and their flumbers are broken by’ 
dreadful dreams;. and:the frightful apparitions of 
our murdered feamen; and that nothing:can quiet’ 
iheir confcience and allay their fears; but-anad-' 
ditional fee of twenty-eight pounds 2. 


What if our furgeon fhould have imbibed-a: 
little of the {pirit.of a Britith tar, and‘fhould dif- 
dain to fubmit to an unjuft exaclion, even 
though fanctioned by act of Parliament? What 
if: he. were: to be’ rejected by) the: Examiners,; 
through ifpleen or: jealoufy ? or if he-were {hip- 
wrecked and loft. his: property, or {quandered at! 
in’an improvyident:. manner, as feamen {quander’ 

Lea their 


— 


Ca 3 

their own property, and. the Examiners and. 
Court of Affiftants of the Surgeons’ Company 
{quander the property of others, and had not. 
fufficient left to pay the fees? In either of thefe. 
cafes, the Surgeons’ bill would, as our author 
truly afferts, provide for him ¢ jinal and lafting 
recompen/e, and a domeftic fettlement ; a fettle- 
ment in a workhou/e ! 


Will it, continues our author, be ‘any exte- 
nuation of our guiltinefs, either in the prefent 
or fucceeding ages, that we have been prevented 
from doing an act of humanity, becaufe it was 
repugnant to the principles of your Lordfhip ? 
Here again he pretends, that Lord Thurlow has 
prevented them from acquiring or exercifing the 
power of examining furgeons for the public 
feryice; a pretence. which he knows to be utterly 
void. of foundation, and which again proves that 
~ he is no defcendant of the Evangelift. : 


After grabualine that Capeeemnent cares lefs 
for a man than for a horfe, and facrifices the 
lives of our wounded men to fave the expenfe of 
their maintenance, for which purpofe the fur- 
geons whom he defcribes are admirably quali- 
fied, all of whom are examined and approved of 
at the Hall ;. he again begins defaming Lord 
Thurlow, oo he compares to the black fer- 
pent of India, which is faid to contain within 

ee his 


Ce 


His head an antidote for his own poifon. Our 
author himfelf is like the viper, whofe fat is an 


antidote for his venom; and, like the ee. he 
has been fo unlticky as to bite.a file. ae 


- i 


He complains that ‘Lord ‘Thurlow does not 
fhow fufficient refpect to furgeons, and exclaims 


with Satan, 
“¢ Not to kriow us argues yourfelves unknown.” | 


He fhould have faid yourfelf, or rather thyfelf. 
The noble Lord whom he calumniates, has no 
title to the plural character of duplicity; he 
leaves that for his Dreffer and Co. who bring im 


a bill for their own aggrandifement, and pretend — 


it is for the public good. 


h ‘Lord Thurlow declared, that, whatever his 
opinion of furgeons was before, he entertained 


lefs refpect for them on account of the late bill 


brought in by the author of the Drefing and his 
affociates. If any thing can increafe his contempt 
for the profeffors of the art, this vile Grub- 


fireet attack, this expofure of the principles: of 


the late bill, muft increafe it. 


After acquainting us that the Court of Examin- 
_ers have hitherto conftituted the tribunal for the 
examination of furgeons, and that ‘an ignorant, 

untutored 


at 


( 43) 


untutored, banditti of mohawk furgeons. have 


been let loofe to mangle. and mutilate our brave 
tars, he laments that, Lord Thurlow has pre- 


vented him and his affociates from doing an act 


iy 


of humanity; that is, extorting more money from 
the difiributors of death in our army and navy. 
If he and his colleagues have not hitherto done 
an act of humanity, they were not prevented by 
Lord Thurlow, or any other Lord, but. by their 
own fordid propenfities, which could not refift 
the temptation of gesting rich by degrees, 


He affirms, that if.a potentate in any diftant, 
but polifhed empire, fhould read Lord ‘Thurlow’s 
harangue, he would conclude, either that the 
Englifh were barbarians, or the orator a mad- 
man. He adds, that if his Lordthip is fo defi- 
cient in information, it is neceflary he fhould be 
told, that furgery has been highly cultivated in 
this country; and that the Exgli/ft fargeons have 
been ref{pectable ever jince the inftitution of the 
French academy. ‘The Englith, he fays, prone 
to adopt, and beft calculated to improve it, 
feized the embryon, nurfed it with induftry, and 


have brought it near to perfeCtion. Such, he 
fays, has been our chirurgical fame, that the fo- 


vereigns of Europe fend their furgeons to us for 
education ; and that at the affembly of allies on 
the continent, the German, Hanoverian, and 
Pruffian foldiers, had eminent furgeons, in- 

| G2 ftructed 
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ftructed at Englifh feminaries, while the brave 
Britifh were fuffering perpetual martyrdom from: 
the defect of {cience in their countrymen. The 
truth of this ftatement let the Examiners contro- 
vert, by whofe certificate of qualification thoft 
‘barbarians, whom he defcribes, are recommended 
to Government for making martyrs of our fol- 
diery, and exercifing the knife inftead of the to- 
mahawk. 


It will be aftonifhing, after this, if Lord 
Thurlow fhould perfift in his opinion that fur- 
geons, as a body, are not refpectable: nay, if 
will be rank herefy. He ought to be flayed’ 
alive, and a lecture fhould be given on him at 
Surgeons’ Hall. But, alas! they have no 
theatre! One of the volumes belonging to that 
learned fociety fhould be bound up im his fkin ; 
but, alas ! ! they have no library! 


It is happy for England, that foreigners exalt 
her chirurgical fame, fince her own conduét and 
her own public inftitution tend to degrade it. 
Our author has given two proofs that furgery is 
on arefpectable footing in England. Firft, an 
academy of furgery is inftituted in France; and, 
fecondly, the Pruffans have better furgeons in 
their armies than the Englif: a third proof, 
full as good as the others, might be adduced, 

| : viz. 
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viz. thé’ Auftrians have lately improved the fword- 
; exercie. 


If cpt is. become refpectable i in Haalaad, 
it is not owing to the {pirit of monopoly in the 
Corporation, but to the ingenuity of individuals. 
The moft important improvement made of late, 
or perhaps ever made, in that profeffion, is that 
of healing by the firfi intention in the greater — 
operations, and particularly in the flap operation 
for the leg; an improvement which preferves the 
ufe of the joint of the knee. This was difcovered 
and practifed at Liverpool, Manchefter, &c. and 
afterwards introduced into this metropolis, not 
by examining furgeons, but by eres: in bell- 
qmetal mortars, 


_It was owing to the difgraceful conduct of fome ° 
of the practitioners of furgery, that the fcience 
itfelf did not appear refpeétable in the eyes of 
Lord Thurlow. ‘That learned Lord felt a juft 
indignation at the clandeftine and indecent man- 
ner in which the bill was brought into Parlia- 
ment; the grofs mifreprefentations by which it 
was fupported; the mean manceuvres by which it 
was hurried on; and the fcandalous overbearing 
influence by which it was likely to fucceed, in 
oppofition to the cleareft evidence of its injuftice. 
He was likewife offended at the fhameful con- 
duct of the Examiners, i in polluting the refidence 
of a refpectable fociety of the law with the bodies 
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of. malefaSors. He was alfo difpteafed, at the 
perfonal injury which he had received from an 
unfkilful furgeon ; who would not agree to call 
in another, to do what he was unable to accom- 
plith himfelf. Incenfed by fuch provocations, | 
he did not make a fufficient diftin@tion in the 
heat of debate, between the profeffurs and the 
profeffion, His remarks tended to degrade the 
feience of furgery, as well as the furgeon. He 
confidered the pra¢tical part, and not the theo- 
retical; the operative part, and not the curative 
or preventive. That knowledge which qualifies 
a furgeon to deliberate and advife, may be called 
a {cience; the dexterity and addrefs which he 
difplays in manual operations, an art. Whether 
the flandercr of Lord Thurlow be right or wrong, 
in afferting that furgery has been highly culti- 
vated in this country, it is certain that it is not, 
as he avers, brought near to perfection. If it . 
is, what excufe can the Examiners make, for 
‘acted nde thé army and navy with difcarded 
apprentices and i il 4 


When his Lordthip has coolly and impartially 
| confidered the fubject, I think it impoffible that 
he fhould not acknowledge a fcience, on which 
fo great a fhare of human happinefs in every 
ane of life depends, worthy of every refpect 
and encouragement. But this conclufion ean 
only be granted, on condition that neither an 

4 . extent 
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extent of variety of talents fhould be an exclus 
fion, “nor partial interefts’ or modes ‘of election 
fuffered to prévail. While fuch mockery of juf- 
tice is allowed, “neither the College of invalids at’ 
Chelfea, nor thé College vit id women at pi ae 
will want art real. | 


“But we're told by out “intelligent (author, 
that Lord Thurlow’ s information is {uperficial, 
and that it is farprifing he ‘can fo foon have for- 
gotten, that the Legiflature has lately conferréd 
on farricrs, what they now refufe to furgeons ; : 
and he afcribes a fhare of the blame to his Lord- 
fhip; who, he fays, either by his vote or a¢qui- 
éfcence, fan@tioned that méafure. °° Henee he 
maintains, his Lordthip fhows more feeling for 
a horfe than for a man. ’ But the truth is, that 
the Veterinary College was not founded by the 
Legiflature, but by private perfons. It has been 
occafionally f{upported by legiflative grants, fuch 
as an infant inftitution demands, and an im- 
portant eftablifhment deferves. It is our author 
who wifhes to juftify the Examiners, who have 
overwhelmed the whole empire with ignorant 
pretenders to furgery, that fhows lefs feeling for 
a man, than the fupporters of the Veterinaty 
College ad be fhown for a horfe. 


~ Our sitthibt gives no account of the number of 
foreign furgeons inftructed at Englifh feminaries ; 
3 | and 
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and beings no evidence to fupport his allegation. , 
It is, in fhort, too abfurd to deferve a ferious re- 
futation: we might as well try to refute the rho- 
domontade of Gulliver’s Travels. It is, how- 
ever, not improper to remind him, that moft 
furgeons who go abroad, only travel to finifh 
their education; and it by no means follows, 
that they find better inftructions abroad that at 
home... It.is the height of impofition to pretend, 

that the great mafs of furgeons attending the alhed, 
armies on the Continent, were educated in Eng- 
land: nor is it an eafy tafk to convince. us, 
that thofe German Princes who take fo much 
_ care,to procure good furgeons, wifh to deftroy: 
their, wounded men, in order to avoid the eX-, 
penfe of maintaining them; or that the Eleéior 
of Hanover is more anxious to provide good 
furgeons for his. army, than the King of | fereat 
Britain, | 


When we are told by this author, that the. 
{urgeons who are approved of for our fleets and 
armies by,the Examiners, lop off legs after the 
Abyffinian mode, only with a knife inftead of a 
hatchet, we can eafily account how the Ex- 
aminers have eftablifhed their chirurgical fame. 
It was natural for the fovereigns of Europe ta 
fuppofe, that the Examiners were ftill more able | 
amputators than their pupils, who had juft paffed - 
an examination, and could outdo even what 

they 
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they faw our younger furgeons perform abroad. 
Quid domini facient, audent cum tala fures? Our 
-author’s words. are thefe: Such, let me tell 
you, -has been our chirurgical fame, that the fo- 
-vereigns of Europe, in imitation of the Ruffian 
-Czar;: have'fent their furgeons to us for educa- 
tion... When we confider the merit of their pu- 
‘pils,’ and the miraculous exploits which they 
‘have achieved in every part of the globe, we 
cannot wonder that their Tutors and Examiners 
fhould receive glory from refleétion: “We cannot 
wonder that their renown is gone forth intovall 
lands, and their names unto’ the in BP we 
world. of 3 Miouo i £10 
-> But whatever may be their chirurgical fame, 
“Tet me advife them to give the public no caufe'to 
fufpee the juftice 'of their official condu& ; no 
‘longer to inyade the privileges of the Corpora- 
tion’; no longer to obtain money under falfe pre- 
~~ tences; no longer to threaten with heavy’ fines 
thofe whom the law does not prohibit to prac- 
tife ; no longer by intimidation to extort upwards 
of twenty-eight pounds from’ army and’ navy 
furgeons, whom the law ‘allows to practife. 
Should they continue | fuch’ illegal’ exaGtions, 
their fame may be farther extended; their Ho- 
nours may crofs the line} or their Tee ihs any 


reach Botany Bay. Ee 
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After expatiating on the horrid cruelties exer- 
icifed.on our brave foldiers and feamen, our au- 
'thor adds, ‘State emergencies, or the calami- 
tres of war, might have reconciled us even to 
‘* this.” Dean Swift obferves, that it is won- 
derfal with what philofophy we bear the misfor- 
-tunes of other people.» State emergencies, fays 
our author, or the calamities of war, might have 
sreconciled us even to this, but the evil, was more 
-extenfive ; for thefe men, on the return of, peace, ' 
thruft themfelves on the, bofom of fociety, and 
‘commit the fame enormities in domeftic prac- 
-tice} that they have. been accuftomed to exercife 
on the continent and the ocean, Aye, ' there’s 
the rub; he tells us, that thofe precious fellows 
dop the limbs,of our brave feamen, and. butcher 

othem in the moft horridimanner; yet he could be 
-reconciled.to!this, and. from,the fafe fhore behold 
their floating carcafes, with manly patience and 
Chriftian »refignation.. But when. peace comes, 
he fears they might encroach on his practice; . 
that they might be fo audacious as to thruft 
-themfelves on the Jg/om of fociety; nay, and 
even fo fettle in the very heart. of the town. . But 
what has he to fear from fuch rivals, even if any 
of them, are men of abilities, fince he informs 
us, mankind cannot difcriminate? And what haye 
the public to fear from furgeons, in whom he 
affures us they will place no confidence ? | 

| 7 It 
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If a Yufficient number of competerit furgeons — 
do not offer themfelves for the public fervice, 
that is not the fault of the Examiners; but it is 
the moft horrid of all crimes, to let loofe a fet 
of defperadoes, to facrifice the lives of our brave 
defenders, and to deftroy thofe whom the fword 
has fpared. If good furgeons were wanting, it 
was the duty of Government to employ the beft © 
they could procure; but it was the duty of the 
Court of Examiners to reject the bad; and not, 
for the fake of perquifites, approve and recom- 
mend thofe, whom they afterwards declare un~ 
qualified. But thus it will ever be, while hu- 
. man nature is corrupt, if men are fuffered to 
have an intereft in doing wrong.—-The Exa- 
miners ought'to have a fixed falary ; and a fum 
proportioned to their falary fhould be deducted 
for non-attendance; but they fhould not be fuf- 
fered to fell indulgences and difpenfations, for 
the fhedding of innocent blood. 


_ If the affertions of the author of the Drefling 
be true, thefe cenfures are not fevere; but, I 
believe, he has exaggerated a real. grievance. 
What, then, can give rife to fuch a falfe accufa- 
tion, and fuch a foul afperfion ? Self-intereft.— 
The-fame fordid motives, which tempted the 
Examiners at firft to admit thofe furgeons, and’ 
to certify their qualification, now tempt them 
to deny it. Firf they came with an irrefiftible 
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argument in their hands; with a metal which 
firikes its beholders with blindnefs: now they. 
come without that fafcinating oblation, » Firlt 
they came young.and inexperienced; but now: 
they come as experienced practitioners, formida-, 
ble opponents, and rival» candidates for fortune 
and for fame. 1 | 


From the confident manner in which our Bo-, 
badil boafts of his knowledge and that of his, 
confederates, it might be imagined that all Jearn- 
ing 1s centred in them, and. all improvements. 
flow from them... We, fays he, could have dif- 
criminated genius; we could have felected_ it, 
from the common mafs of empiricifm, and have. 
recommended it to notice. But mankind cannot 
difcriminate, and therefore will confide only in 
men like us, made eminent by faccefsful, practice, 
and fandtioned by general approbation. , Alas! 
by his own account, mankind have confided in 
them to their coft! They, who, it feems, are not 
a part of mankind, but a fuperior order of beings, 
~ have an. exclufive faculty of difcriminating ge- 
nius, and power of recommending it to notise. 
Thefe endowments have difplayed themfelves 
ina fingular manner, during the prefent, way; 
in which the geniufes difcriminated and recom- 
mended by them have, according to our aathor; 
inflicted perpetual martyrdom on our, brave fol-» 
diers and failors; and fallied forth, like fo many. 


demons, 
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denions, to ‘diftribute death to the miferable 
vidtims of war. Out of thine own mouth will I 
judge thee. Vf our author’s account is accurate, 
and his picture not overcharged, the Examiners 
need not care’ whether the fovercigns of Europe 
have heard of their chirurgical furtie or not, 
fince they will have fach a . noble army of martyrs 
to praife them. | 


~ But in order that their chirurgical and medical 
fame may proceed paffbus equis, and ftand an 
equal chance of being tranfmitted to pofterity, 
and an equal chance of attaining immortality, T 
will infert a prefcription, which I have juft been 
favoured with by a medical friend of great dif: 
crimination, written by one of that learned 
corps ;—a prefcription of a compofition which 
may jufily be called a catholicon, both becaufe 
it is as likely to cure one difeafe as another, and 

becaufe the publication of it may be of univerfal 
advantage to mankind. ‘To render it the more 

extenfively ufeful, J fhall, publifh it in Englith. 

Take of conferve of orange-peel,fix drachmsy,, cin- 
nabar of antimony, gum guaiacum, and powder of 
valerian, of each two drachms and a half, milk 
of .fulphur, and. powder of tin, of each three 
drachms, diuretic falt,.and powder of ginger, of 
each one drachm, camphor (diffolved in fpirit), 
“fifteen grains, fyrup of ginger as much as‘is fuf- 
ficient to make an electuary.. Any panegyric on 
I ad the 
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the author of this prefcription wae be ufelefs. 
Suffice it to fay, TAY 


Cedite Romani doétores, cedite Graii, 
Nefcio quid majus nafcitur. Hippocrate. 


I myfelf have known the following mixture 
dire€ted for an inflammatory fever, by one of 
the fame learned body :—Take of falt of worm- 
wood one drachm, lemon-juice a fufficient quan- 
tity, water four ounces, fyrup two drachms, /pirit 
of nuimegs two ounces—Not to compliment the 
author of the above incomparable prefcription 
with a diftich, would argue infenfibility of ex- 
traordinary merit. 


Namque ad fupremum perduéta {cientia culmen, 
In te ftat, nec quo progrediatur habet. 


Aided by fach allies, Death has enlarged her 
bounds; and Empiricifm rides triumphantly in 
his gilded cat.—Barbers and furgeons have dif- 
folved partnerfhip ; and furgeons and under- 
takers have formed a coalition. Such are the 
members of the tribunal that examines our me- 
dical men for the army and navy ; the fovereigns 
of Europe will hear of their fame, and our ene- 
mies will pray for their long life and pro/perity. 


As to the par nobile fratrum, thofe twin ars 
who fhine with fuch unrivalled lufire, I muft 
; com- 
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‘compliment them in conjunction with one 
couplet at parting: 


Fortunati ambo! fi quid mea carmina poffint, 
Nulla dies unquam memori vos eximet evo. 


, It is. known to moft furgeons, that the prefent 
Examiners have neither .been the firft to maké 
improvements in the practice of furgery, nor the 
firft to adopt them: neither have they been re~ 
matkable for eleling men of merit. John 
Hunter himfelf neyer was chofen an Examiner; ; 
and notwithfanding a {neer thrown out in a 
daily paper againf{t dentifts, could he have ob- 
tained a feat in that court, he would have had no 
objection to meet his old friend Mr. Spence 
there.- Dr. Hunter, who was likewifé a mem- 
ber of the Corporation, if he had lived till this 
. time, would haye been excluded from that fitu- 
) ation, by an illiberal and invidious bye-law. Se- 
-vyeral of the firft furgeons, anatomifis, and me- 
dical characters of the prefent age, labour under 
the fame unnatural difability, that of knowing 
too much: an infuperable bar to a feat in that 
learned faciety. 


I have heard of fome furgeons, who thanked 
God they knew nothing of phyfic: I was glad 
to hear that they thanked God for any thing: 
_ their heads, J prefume, are fo overcharged with 

i furgery, 
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fargery, that any congenial auxiliar! art’ would 
only be deemed an intruder.—I have heard of 
others, friends and fupporters of the late iniqui- _ 
tous, vill, who pride themfelves on account of 
their not " pradlifing pharmacy : —thefe gentle- 
men boaft of having clean hands ; which is a 
luc ky circummftance,” as they have lately been 
doing a vatt deal of dirty work. 


The very attempt re eens the Corpo- 
‘tation of their. privileges and_ property, and 
army and navy furgeons of their ftipulated re- 
wards, by an ex poft facto law, and to fanction 
robbery by a of Parliament, was a black aét. 
The author, of The Drefing for Lord Thurlow 
affects great concern for the welfare of the pub- 
lic, and looks forward to the arrival of peace 
“with horror, on account of the crew of unfkilful 
 fargeons who will then feck for a domeftic fet- 
‘tlement. Were his apprchenfions real, it would 
-anly prove him to be deftitute of common fenfe ; 
for it is certainly much fafer to truft an ignorant 
furgcon on fhore, where he can call in able 
practitioners in confultation, than on board a 
fhip, where he cannot always have other affitt- 
_ance, and ina battle, where mature judgment 
_and proinpt decifion are neceffary. | 


Our author is offended with Lord Thurlow, 


for Sean with fome acrimony on the hum- 
| ble 


© sy. 

ble’ origin of the Corporation of Surgeons, and 
-, obferves, that the Nile itfelf is colleéted from 
finglerivulets—His own ill-begotten perform- 
ance reminds us of the headle/s trunks and an- 
fhapely monfters found on its banks.— He af- 
firms, that a barber muft, in the nature of 
things, be an unchangeable and unimprovable 
animal. If fo, our author, who is a great b/ock- 
head, would have been quite the barber: he 
would have been a peruke maker to a hair. The 
fovereigns of the Barbers’ Company would have 
heard of his tonforial fame, and his name would 
have refounded fronr pole to pole. 


» He informs Lord Thurlow, that befides ana- 
tomy and phyfiology,—chemiftry, pharmacy, and 
. botany, form a part of the education of furgeons. 
This proves, that fome of the offspring of the 
Barbers’ Company may {till boaft of their ori- 
ginal characteriftics. They are unchangeable 
and unimprovable animals, Naturam expellas 
furca, tamen ufque recurret.—After-loading ftu- 
_ dents in bell-metal mortars with the moft illi- 
_beral farcafms, and trying to difparage them by 
the moft infolent reproaches, he tells us, that 
he himfelf is a fiudent in bell-metal mortars ! How 
unfortunate it is, that the art of memory did not 
alfo make a’ part of his education; or that he 
did not avail himfelf of his botanical knowledge, 
and take fome hellebore to purge his brain! But, 
’ ) I alas ! 
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alas! the greateft phyficians are not always able 
to. care themfelves: Nec eno wc La pen 
Sunt omnibus artes ! | 


| If this author has ftudied phasmacy, he dif-. 
graces his profeffion. But what fhall we fay to 
thofe, who exclude men for pra¢tifing what it is: 
their duty to ftudy; and for pradifing openly. 
and honefily, what they clandeftinely pradife 
themfelves? If hofpital furgeons have not time 
to fludy or practife, to any confiderable extent, 
the united branches of phyfic and furgery, is 
there any reafon, why they fhould compel thofe 
who have more time and more ability to forego 
ihat advantage, and deprive the public of their 
fervice ?. Is it reafonable, or prudent, to. require: 
the army or navy furgeon, to treafure up all the 
knowledge he can. cull from education and ex- 
perience, and then to rob the public and him-. 
felf of the fruit of all his labours?) Is it politic. 
to decree, that he fhould:fuffer his medical:and: 
pharmaceutical talents to ruft in time of, peace; 
or elfe that he fhould be prohibited from rifing 
to rank in the Corporation; and examining, the. 
candidates for an office, which he himfelf has 
Bias ya with honour ? | 


Our: slants talks about: Cte thdcien the paar 
Lord Thurlow, and rolls of parchment.—-A:roll: 
of parchment may be converted into amengines 

tas! of 
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of defauitivns either. by thé. foldiet or the law: 
yer; either in. the flape of a deedor of a drum. 
Thefe are pernicious to the prefent generation ; 
but Tet it besconverted into ‘an at of Parliament, 
called 4. Surgéons’ Bill, to quench the flame of 
 feience; :and'to fanctify plunder and opprefiion; 
_ and» it ‘becomes a curfe to all pofterity—Out 
author\tells Lord Thurlow; that thofe who read 
Hippocrates, will be furprifed at not finding him 
among his diteafes. ‘The author and his friends 
will find a great: refemblance of him in the 
difeafe called the plague; for to them he certainly 
isfuch.. But the profound pbyfician even there 
contemplates the falutary defign of nature ; and 
admires the powerful inftrument fhe employs,'te: 
expel. fomething: noxious from the body. That 
inftrument is a type of the generous ardour dif= 
played by the noble Peer, when he expelled 
that» noxiots venom ‘called The Surgeons’ Bill 
from the Houfe of ie and from al wicninay 
ern ft PE A ete Y cf 

~ Our wathige: alleges, aint if the ‘aeinbere of | 
his community had been’ bred lawyers, they 
might have been able to cajole a jury.—That a 
lawyer of talents fhould fometimes attempt to 
eajolé"a jury,jis’ not at, all furprifing ; but it is 
really furprtifing, that a’man who wants that 
alta omar eee to pia the oracles 
iatliaaiiaaas mt blaom Tye vjows i: of 
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of kia; to cajole Lord Thurlow himfelf, and the 
whole Parliament of Great Britain. ii sedtio , 19 
>» Tapio ‘auditing Salad? 
He tells us of a aii rebel when blind 
folded, happened undefigneédly. toworfhipsthe 
devil : but he:does not:tell us: of carly one; whe 
was fo wicked as to worfhip-him»with ‘his eyes 
open; or fo foals ie as to prepa Birch witicnas own 
aaots “iqict od Tieyeoteioguid 
At suis Ms dias Lous 
He fays,’ If ave>cannot: va you by:polieyy 
let .us awaken you by a fenfe of moral! propriety. 
By this he,appears not to underfiand, that howe/fy 
isthe beft policy:—Had sche learnt >this: ufeful 
maxim, it might have preferved: his canfe from: 
expofure,; his abilities from derifion’;;and hims 
Tals from ect on} to sepa a ee arrgenteriin: 


cy : i . 

oy ° é ~ Shes oe ‘ ~ern 
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borrig 
ie author tells Linki Thine he is not-fo 
vain as to think, that his letter will make;any 
impreffion on a mind. like bis Lordfhip’s;, yet 
he tries to awaken him by a /en/é of moral pro- 
priety. Of our author's senfe tt is,ealy. to form an 
~-eftimate, from this oninannives Prarie to the 

tatk of labour jin-vaine oo) ic ood ove i 
+ Ae ie romdorno ORT &Aais toe ae 
Weak indeed, and. grofsly depraved, muft,a 
mind be, that -can receive any tmpreffion,, but 
that of {corn, from fuch a letter.—Howy, far a 
fenfe of moral propriety | fhould reconcile any 
. one 
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ene to the’ principles,.of the Surgeons’ Bill, ‘the 

public may. judge, from perufing the following 
Petition of. a majority of the Corporation, pre- 
fented to the, Houfe of Lords,, Ban, i Loy 


ae ON wat ¥4 fies, ME Taw EER TOR ITE 


The HUMBLE ‘PETITION of the Peti- 
tioning: “Members of thé Corporation’ of 
“ Surgeons of London, on behalf of them- 
Selves, and other Members of the i Co ore 
, poration, 


Honpapieaaty 


» THAT there.is now a bill depending i in the 
Houfe of Lords, entitled, <¢ A. Bill for erecting. 
the Corporation. of Surgeons of London into a, 
“College; and for continuing and confirming, 
“¢ to fuch College certain rights, privileges, and 
6 “4mmunities ;”—by which. it appears, that cer- 
tain. perfons,.,nineteen. in. number, (eleven of 
whom. are.the petitioners for the faid bill,) being 
the prefent Matter, Wardens, and a part of the 
Court of Affiftants of the faid Company of 
Surgeons, together with two other perfons, ta be 
named. by, the faid nineteen, are to have the ab- 
folute, {upervifal and control of all the concerns, 
of the. faid College, during the term of their re- 
il lives; and to have veited exclufively 

in 
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in them all the lands, tenements, tonies,' ftocksy 
and revenues, and other effets, belonging te 
your petitioners, and other members ofthe faid 
Corporation of Surgeons; and alfo°to have the 
unlimited power of making bye-laws for the go- 
vernment of the faid-Corperation. | 


. That the commonalty of the faid Corporation, 
of which. yeur: petitioners | are a wpart, are. the 
proprietors py all. the lands, tenements, monies, 
fiockss revenues, and other effects of the faid 
Corporation ; ‘and which cannot lawfully be 
alienated from them but by their own confent 
in a general court of the faid commmanale 


*'That, ‘according to thé ancient setiftitutiod of 
the Barbers, as granted and éfablifthed by char- 
ter of the firlt oF his late Majefty King Edward 
the ‘Fourth, the governors of the {aid Corpora- 
tion were chofén by and out af the commionalty 
of the faid Corporation; and the faid #overtiots, 
atid the faid commonalty, were empowered to 
make ftatutes and ordinatices for the: rn sia 
vernment of the fame. | 


"That, ip? an act of the 32d of King @ Fenty 
the Eighth, which incorporated the Batbens and 
Surgeons, thefe privileges were confirmed; and. 
one of the reafons affigned -by the faid a@ for. 


the faid incorporation was, that the faid Surgeons 
might 


# C295") 
might) often, affemble together for the good and 
due order, exercife; and buawledae in the fcience 
or aia of Ru FESrY-. x 


7 bind a: charter was iba by his late Mia- 
jefty. King James, the Firft, to, the faid Corpora- 
tion, of Barbers and Surgeons, conftituting four 
governors and twenty-four affiftants; the gover- 
nors to, be elected. annually by and out. of the 
faid, affifiants, who were appointed for life. . 


That the {aid governors and afliftants were 
empowered, to, make good and reafonable bye- 
laws for the govemnment of the foi silat 


That, ats an, act aetinie in the eighteenth year 
of the. reign. of King George the Second, the 
Corporation of Barbers and Surgeons was di- 
vided into feparate corporations. 


That the faid act likewife appointed a mafter, 
two wardens, ten examiners, and twesty-one 
aflifiants, of the Corporation. of Surgeons, the 
faid. mafter and wardens to be annually elected 
by and out of the faid affiftants, who, as well as 
the faid examiners, were appointed for life. 


That the faid act empowered the faid mafter ~ 
and: wardens, or any two of them, with nine or 
more of the ich affifiants, to make, ordain, re- 

vake, 
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_voke, of abrogate, from time to time, fuch bye: 
Jaws, ordinances, rules, and conttitutions, as to 
them fhou'd feem Ba ies profitable, and con- 
venient, for the regulation, government, and 
advantage of the faid Company or Corporation. 
—But ‘it did not empower them to ufe the re- 
venues of the faid' Corporation otherwife’ than 
for the advantage’ of the fame; or to alienate its 
property, or to impofe annual contributions on 
_its members, without the confent of the com- 

mien hh in general court oles 

: bate’ 4 

That the faid a& did, not empower the faid 
mafter, wardens, and affiftants, to take away 
from the faid commonalty the right of meeting 
in general court’ on important’ occafions ; "but, 
én the contrary, it confirmed to them all the 
tights and privileges granted and confirmed to 
the Barbers, or Barbers and pe? athe by all pre- 
eet Se aigee a 

‘That the fight of the commonalty {o meets or 
be’ convened, upon important’ occafions, is a 
right inherent in the faid commonalty, under the 
faid ‘charters; and has been repeatedly exercifed, _ 
as welk fince the faid charter’ of King James the 
Firft, as fince the faid act of the 18th of King. 
George the Second’; andthe fame ‘is recégnifed 
by the omega ag inp which: ‘were made in 

Ae Os’, tid iki O29 VO ROrrme 
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confequence of, and under the authority of, the 
laft-recited act. | 


That the faid petitioners: (originally eleven in 
number); for the bill now depending before your 
Lordfhips, being the Mafter, Wardens, and part 
of the Court of Affifiants aforefaid, did. petition 
the Honourable the Houfe of Commons, as well — 
as your Lordfhips, for the faid bill, without con- 
véening your petitioners, or any part of the faid 
commonalty of the faid Corporation, or giving 
the leaft notification, in any manner or form 
whatfoever, to your petitioners, or any part. of 
the faid commonalty, that fuch a meafure was 
‘in contemplation, or fuch a bill folicited : and 
the faid bill had actually paffed through the Ho- 
nourable the Houfe of Commons, and had been 
twice read in this Right Honourable Houfe, 
and afterwards committed, and was ready to be 
reported, before your petitioners knew or heard 
of the claufes or contents of the faid bill. 


That your petitioners, being 178 in number, 
on hearing of the fame, humbly petitioned your 
‘Lordthips, that the faid bill might not pafs into 
a laws when your Lordihips were’ pleafed to 
order uli faid bill to be re-committed. 


That evidence was. produced before the Right 
_K _ Honour-. 
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Honourable Committee, to whom the faid bill 
was fo referred. 


“ That it appears, from the faid evidence, that 
the faid Mafter, Wardens, and Affiftants, have 
aliénated the property of the commonalty afore- 
faid, toa pe amount, without their knowledge 
or confent. | 3 


That they bevy as alfo appears from the faid 
evidence, made purchafes, of a very improvident 
nature, of freehold property, and greatly beyond 
the extent allowed by law ;—fo much fo} 'that 
the: faid eftate cannot be held by the faid Corpo- 
ration, but fiands now in the name of truftees = 
and ftock in the funds, to the amount of 9,000/: 
and upwards, was fold out at 58/. per cens. which 
coft the faid Corporation, upon’an average, 76h) 
per cent. in order to make fuch purchafe. | 


That it further appears by the fame evidence, 
and is efpecially confirmed by a minute, or pro- 
tefi, entered upon the records of the faid:Cor- 
poration, by John Gunning, Efq. the then Mafter 
of ‘the faid Corporation, that grofs. mal-admini- 
ftration did ‘then, and had, ‘for fome time pre-: 
vious thereto, prevailed in the affairs of the:faid 
Corporation. -—That large and unneceffary fums 
were: ‘expended’ « on dinners for the Court of Af- 
fiftants.—That the faid Court had raifed their 


own 
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own former fees, and added others thereto.— 
That their accounts were not duly audited.—. 
That their library was without books, and their, 
theatres without letures.—That they had neither 
inftituted lectures in furgery or. anatomy of any 
importance, although certain legacies or bequefts 
had been profefledly appropriated: for that pur- 
pofe:+=Lhat they had held, out no reward to 
rifing merit; and that the futile attempts which 
they had made towards the promotion of the faid 
fcientes, although found in the end to be totally 
inadequate and ineffectual, had yet been wich 2 
a spigaake | | 
| al | 

"Phat it farther appears, by ideo that the 
Males; Wardens, and Court of Affiftants have, — 
fince the pafling the faid act of the 18th of 
George the Second, received, in fees, quarterages, 
and by other means, 80,000/. ‘and: upwards, 
although, during that period, they do not ap- 
pear to have ‘taken any one material ftep for the 
public good, or for the advancement of the 
fcience of ears | | 


“That it further appears, that the faid Exes 
miners have, during the faid period, received for 
their own private ufe 16,000/. and upwards, ‘al- 
though the petitioners for the bill, in their peti- 
tion, ftate themfelyes to have examined all per/ 
fons offering ' ‘themfelves as candidates for fur- 

Koa 3 -geons 
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geons or furgeons’ mates in his Majefty’s fervice, 
and the Eaft India Company’s fervice, without 
any recompenfe whatever, | 


. That it appears in evidence, that few, if any, 
of the abufes fo complained: of, (though near 
feven ‘years ‘have elapfed fince the recording of 
the faid minute or proteft,) have been remedied 
or attempted to be remedied. | 


,|That it is apparent,’ as well from the faid evi- 
dence; as from certain refolutions of the faid 
Corporation which have been erafed, interlined, 
and altered, fubfequent to the paffing of the fame, 
thatthe real. objeG& of the faid bill is to obtain, 
from ‘the Legiflature, an act of indemnification 
for certain {informal dnd illegal proceedings, al- 
though it, profeffes only to have in view the bet- 
ter. Heeyetlen of the up of cei 


That. the faid pill, if paffed into. a Bi will 
operate moft, injurioufly to your petitioners, and . 
the reft of the faid commonalty of the faid 
Company of Surgeons, in the following; among 
other patticulars, Viz. 


It gives to the fame identical perfons, (but un- 
der different titles and denominations,) whofe 
mal-adminiftration of their prefent powers has 
been thus fully proved, abfolute fupervifal and 
control over your petitiqners, and their affairs 
: and 
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| and ‘nterefts as members of ‘the faid Corpora- 
tion. It annihilates all’ their prefent privileges, 
and takes from the commonalty their ancient 
tight of meeting in a general court, however ur- 
gent or important the occafion may’be. It veits 
in the fame ‘petfons, ‘(fubjedt to’no control or 
Inquiry on the! part of the’ commonalty,) all the 
lands, tenements, rents and revenues, monies 
and ftocks, of the faid Corporation. It gives to 
the faid perfons, power to choofe, in future, a 
le@turer from their own body, with a fuitable fti- 
pend, although, according to the prefent laws of 
the faid Corporation, the lecturer, or lecturers, 
are to be chofen from the members of the Cor- 
poration at large. It obliges your petitioners 
folemnly to {wear to the obfervance of fuch laws 
and ordinances as may ‘be enatted by the faid 
perfons, however obnoxious, unjuft, and ji impo- 
litic they may ‘be, although the faid common- 
alty are to have no voice in the faid laws, ot 
choice in the appointment of thofé who make 

them. : 


As ‘the faid bill now ftands, it will irke as 
a ratification, or legalization, of certain aliena- 
tions, purchafes, and other aéis, made and done 
by the faid perfons, injurious to your petitioners, 
and the {aid’Corporation, and, (as they are ad- 
vifed,) contrary‘to the law of ‘the land.» It‘rati- 
fies, and confirms’ indifctiminately, all the pre- 
Mats \e fent 
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fent bye-laws of the faid Corporation, although 
the faid .bye-laws are not fet out in,the faid bill, 
and. fome of them contain diftinctions between 
different branches. of furgery, and prohibitions 
re{pecting the fame,as illegal, (as: your petition= 
ers are advifed,) in their foundation, as:they are 
odious in. their. anil ants paint. i, their 
seiacait ven be ae | Intent i? eBid 


rer 


faid bill to be as defective i in Ha sheila as it 
is _PrSepRaS with , Private injury,. bite 


‘That your petitioners Homily to geo the 


Linsey 
: 


"That changing the titles of, the “Ee. ‘War. 
dens, and Court of. Affifiants, which | ‘are mere 
municipal diftinaions, 3, into others, Smporting 
coll egiate rank, ‘and to which ‘BO eminence of 
fkill, “diligence, or talents, can elevate the mem- 
bers of the Corporation at large, mutt not only 
check, and. -deftroy, that emulation, upon. which 
perfection i in al] fcience depends: : but expofes t the 


difhonourable and ieee to the feelings of 
any, body of learned and enlightened men. . » 


_That thofe who are.to fucceed the faid perfons 
in, the ranks.and diftinctions alluded to, namely, 
the Prefident,, Vice-Prefidents,, Cenfors;, and 
Counfellors,: are not, called: upon. for any tefti, 
monial of ability, any public proof of their fkill . 

and 


C7) 
and” learning, or emulative ¢onteft of fa; perior 
talent, with the reft of the‘members of the faid 
College, ptevious to their election, but are merely 
to be nominated by their Pam i as yh 
or ‘connexion Se incline,’ | ri ! 

“hat the faid bill dees not ALS for any Tee 
gular: fy fier’! of improvement in the fcience ‘of 
furgery, or hold out any {pecies of encourages 
ment or reward to tifing merit ; the leQures 
provided for’in’ the faid bill, being but few nz 
number, and,at an improper feafon of the year. 


- That, notwithftanding the evidence before al- 
luded to, has proved the prefent revenues of the 
Corporation to be fufficiently ample, and equal ta 
every fair and honourable purpofe, being 2,000/, 

and. upwards per annum, the prefent bill feeks ta 
enlarge the jurifdiction of the petitioners for the 
bill, from feven to ten miles round London, for 
no other 1 reafon, as your petitioners can difcover, 
but. to, fwell. the. faid revenues, by impofing an 
expente. 0 of near 30), fora grand diploma, upon 
every) perfon - practifing furgery in any degree 
whatever, ,within the faid diftance of ten miles, 
however. humble | the practitioner, or ob{cure the 
village i in which he may refide; and by increafing 
the fine for fo practifing, without having obtained 
os faid iesapis from five to ten pounds. 


OP AR 
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That your petitioners, having nothing more at 
heart, than the promotion of the honour of a 
profeffion, with which their own perfonal cha- 
racters are fo immediately identified, and anxious 
that fome well-digefted, and regulated fyfiems, 
fhould be efiablifhed, for a purpofe fo beneficial 
to.the public, have repeatedly requefted of the 
petitioners for the bill, that a deputation from 
your petitioners might wait on them for that 
purpofe; but. fuch. their applications have not 
even been favoured with an an{wer. 


“That if your Lordfhips fhould think it expe- 
dient to interpofe, by giving a new conftitution 
to the furgeons, your petitioners entreat, from 
the wifdom and juflice of your Lordfhips, fuch 
falutary provifions, as may preferve them from 
the prejudicial confequences refulting from the 
faid bill; and create that emulative impulfe to 
Jearning and kill, which it muft neceffarily de- 
ftroy; and open to the profeffion at large, the 
poflibility, profpect, and hope, of accomplifhing 
_ the true ends of a liberal inftitution, and of par- 
ticipating in thofe profeffional honours and dif- 
finétions, which the petitioners for this bill feek’ 
exclufively for themfelves, at the expenfe of that 
community, over whom they were appouted the 
guardians and protectors. 3 


And your petitioners fhall ever pray, &c. 


Trus | 
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Tus it appears, that the property i// belongs 
to the members of the Corporation at large. The 
privileges of electing, and of being eligible, to all 
offices, did belong to them. The firft was taken 
from them by az ad of Parliament; the fecond, 
by an ad of the Legiflature in the purlieus of New- 
Late. 


Then, as well as now, Parliament was impofed 
on: then, by the fpecious and plaufible pre- 
tence of a bill, to feparate the Surgeons from 
the Barbers’ Company; now, by the pretence, 
equally f{pecious and plaufible, of a bill to erect 
the Corporation of Surgeons into a College. ‘The 
' aggrandifement of furgery,—this is the honied 
word that covers that deadly poifon—De/poti/in ; 
this is the rouge that adorns that hideous harlot 
—Extortion ; this is the gilded pill, to make that 
bitter draught, the Surgeons’ Bitt 20 down. 


“When: the governors of the Surgeons’ Com- 
pany apply to Parliament for zew powers, it is 
incumbent on them, at leaft, to point out one 
power already granted to them, which they have 
mot abufed. For applying to Parliament for an 
act, to erect the Cnincrannt of Surgeons into a 
College, they may plead the example of the 
learned focieties of Edinburgh and. Dublin ; for 
excluding medical {cience from their council, 

L | they 
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they may plead the example of the dird of wi- 
dom, commonly called an owl’; who huts’ his 
eyes againft the “Ne 


By that obnoxious bye-law, féveral furgeons 
to the Royal Family, who have profeffedly prac- 
tifed pharmacy, are excluded; others, who have 
practifed it in a more clandeftine manner, have 
been admitted into the number of the elect, and 
fome have continued to’practife it. This affeéted 
contempt of the knowledge of dtugs has not 
reached the higher orders of fociety ;—it is a va- 
pour confined to /ow grounds. The latt fargedns 
advanced to the dignity of a baronet of Great 
‘Britain, and to the rank of Serjeant Surgeon, and 
of Surgeon in Extraordinary to his Majefty, 
were all practitioners of pharmacy. Surely Par- 
liament will not fanction a bye-law, to exclude 
fuch perfons from office; or, at leaft, to cafta 
ftigma on their reputations; nor confent to de- 
grade ** the man, whom the King delighteth to 
« honour.” 


One diftinguifhed character alluded to, is not 
a member of the Corporation; but was en- 
titled to fettle and practife, as an army furgeon. 
Him they tried to compel to enter into their 
Conmipany ; but he refufed to accept of that ho- 
nour on compulfion; or to pay them his guineas 

: | on 
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on compulfion, though | to him guineas were ‘‘ a$ 
cs plenty as. blackberries.” 


Me When the Legiflature of the Surgeons’ Com- 
pany patied an act, that every furgeon advanced 
to the dignity. of a Serjeant tical fhould be 
elected an Examiner, and Mafter of the Com- 
pany, per haps they did not confult cither the ho- 
nour or intereft of the Company ; as it is poffible 
fome future Lord Chamberlain, in whofe depart- 
ment the appointment is faid to be, may follow 
the example of Caligula, and appoint his horfe ; 
or another animal, more celebrated for his /ength 
‘ ears, than. for his. wi ies 


Khe. Logiflators af the @oenipation § were atinthee 
tad sobfequious, in their zeal to fhow their grati- 
tude to the Court Surgeons, for their affiftance 
and influence in procuring the Surgeons’ bill of 
that,day ; ,a-bill.which enabled them in future 
to. elect themfelves. This was a moft abfurd 
and unjuft provifion; for if they were the moft 
felect Surgeons of the Corporation, and the beft 
judges of merit, nothing could more incontefi- 
ably prove the propriety of continuing the. pri- 
vilege of elestion, in. ,the Corporation at large, 
_and the flagrant injuftice of robbing them of that 
right, 


fae wee _., When 
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“When the law-makers of the Corporation | 
enacted a law to exclude thofe who practi 
pharmacy from office, they were altogether as 
faftidious, On a late’ occafion, thefe two laws 
have been found to clafh, and have brought the 
Mafter, Wardens, and Court of Affiftants, into 
a difagreeable dilemma.’ It is difficult to deter- 
termine whether they fhowed more jurifimpru- 
dence when they refolved to admit, or when 
they refolved to exclude ; “when they were too 
fhy, or when they were too civil by half’; when 
they were too ready to give the fraternal em- 
brace, or when they were too ready to refufe it: 
Be that as it will, it was not an eafy matter for 
them to extricate themfelves from the dilemma. 
Two fuch laws, when joftling together, refemble 
two women of the obi fighting Tor prece- 


sae a ose 
; pS hI CARS PEL he 6) ae 
The Sarscant Siieusts at prefer excluded ftom 
the fituation of Examiner, bya ‘degrading and 
invidious bye-law, would refleé& honour on any 
fituation: but he is a fingular inftance of the ca- 
price of fickle ‘Fortune. | ‘She’ deigned to advance 
him to honour in the Court of Great Britain, but 
difdainéd to advance him'to honour in the Rourt 
of Examiners at Surgeons’ Hall. : 


When a Court of Examiners try to caft a fur 
on the character of fuch a man, they do not dif- 
houour 
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honour him; they difhonour themfelves.  Ne- 
verthelefs, this of/ruéfion to the preferment of a 
Serjeant Surgeon, in Surgeons’ Hall, is an evil 
of the firft magnitude: but there are certain 
State-doctors who are of opinion that the evil 
may be cured by the royal touch, and the od- 
ftrudtion by taking penny royal. 


/Befides five or fix hundred members, who re- 
fide within the limits of the jurifdi@ion of the 
Corporation, there are above twelve hundred 
who have paffed a fimilar examination, and are 
declared by the lift annually publifhed by the 
Court of Afliftants, to be entitled to the feveral 
privileges, franchifes, and immunities granted 
by the late act of Parliament to the Surgeons’ 
Company: almoft all of them practife pharmacy. 
Upon difcharging 1 the note which they givé, ‘asa 
féecurity for paying the remaining half of the’ ad- 
miflion fine, they may receive the grand diploma} 
and be entitled to the privilege of refidence, and 
the full advantage of the late at, and of all the 
charters of the Corporation. Of courfe, when the 
3 rights of the réfident mentbers are invaded; ily 
rights are invaded alto. 


Many of thofe fy ea difperfed afte 
the various cities.and towns of Great Britain, and 
over all parts of the globe, are in no refpect fe- 
cond to the Examiners, or to any other members 

ae of 
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of the Corporation; but their abilities are con- 
fined toa more limited fphere of ation. To 
many-of them furgery is indebted for fome of its 
principal improyements.. An odious and illiberal 
bye-law, which debars fach men fromthe profped 
of preferment and,eminence, if they, think proper 
to fettle in the metropolis, is. like the baneful 
yew; it cafts a malignant fhade, and withers all 
around. it. . It raifes;the mift of prejudice; damps 
the ardour of emulation, blafis, the hopes ¢ of fac 
ects, and. nips the bloffoms of genius. in the 
bud. . It fufpends animation, like the exhala- 
tions of the poifon-tree; and extinguifhes the — 
lamp of fcience like mephitic air). 5 |, | 

It has been faggefted by a very eminent pro. 
feffor of the obftetric art, that as midwifery and 
pharmacy are; fo, generally practifed by furgeons, 
a, certain number of practitioners fhould be 
elected to form two committees, for, examining 
fuch furgeons. as offer themfelyes. for the prac- 
tice of thofe branches of the medical profeffion, 
and granting diplomas to fuch as are found com- 
petent... This hint comes from a practitioner, fo 
diffineuttsed for profeffional talents and exten- 
five information, that it ahials 3 the moft ferious 
attention, : yt | lo. ef 


| aa ‘ies numerous inftances of the capri- 
cious and arbitrary difpofition of the Court of 
4 Examiners, 
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Examiners, it ought not to pafs unnoticed, that 
they: extended the claufe of exclufion from their 
court to midwifery, from a pique againft an in- 
dividual ; an hofpital furgeon, and a man of un- 
exceptionable abilities. By a like partial and tyran- 
‘nical decifion, they have excluded a Wathen, 
an excellent furgeon, and the firft oculift of this 
age and nation. Perhaps it is not to their intereit . 
to render fuch tranfcendent merit ftill more con- 


{picuous, or to make the public more ee 
figlited / 3 


Latet Wipes in herbd ! Jealoufy has no fmall 
fhare in fuch tranfa¢tions. If the chief obje& of 
their aim were the public good, a Cruikfhank 
would not have been declared ineligible; a 
Flunter would not have been kept in the back- 
ground ; a, Cline would not be condemned to 
wafte the flower of his profeffional life ina Court 
of Affiftants ; the talents of an Abernethy would 
be brought forward in their bloom; and certain 
members of the Court, whofe abilities, either 
through age or natural infirmities, are as dor- | 
‘mant as the powers of the Corporation over which 
they prefide, would lengthen the lift of yellow 
admirals, and §* retire to their favin fields, to cul- 
<< tivate cabbages.” 


- In regard to refufing the honours and diftinc- 
tions of office, to a furgeon who devotes himéelf 
| principally: 
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principally to one branch of his profeffion, it ap> 
pears to me impolitic, illiberal, and unjuft, pro- 
vided he excels in that branch,.and in the fam of 
furgical knowledge. It is impolitic, becaufe no 
difcouragement or degradation ought to attend 
the ardent purfuits of a man, likely to improve his 
profeffion. It is illiberal, becaufe every man 


fhould be at liberty to practife thofe branches of 
Surgery for which he deems himfelf beft qualified, 
.and by which he thinks he can render the moft 


effential fervice to the community. It is unjuft, 
becaufe it cafts an impediment in the way of a 
practitioner; and hinders him from following, 
without difadvantage, the courfe which nature, 
and inclination, and the bent of his genius, point 
out. . 7 A. 


_ As no man excels in all things, and as it is 
defirable to have every fpecies of profeffional 
excellence in that Court, would it not be pru- 


dent to imitate the example of Phidias, and felect 
-from every quarter, talents the moft exquifite in 


their kind? Thus, by frequent converfation, and 
mutual information, reciprocal improvement 


would take place; and general advantage to the 


profeffion, and to the public, be the final 
refult. : , 


If there be any branch of the medical profef- 
fion, which, in the eyes of the Court of Examin- 
"ers, 
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ers, May appear incongruous with the rank of an 
Examiner, whether it be pharmacy, or the prac- 
tice of a dentift, oculift, aurift, or lithotomitt, or 
the cure of the lues venerea, or the operation for 
the fiftula, or the cure of any of the various ills that 
flefh is heir to, let fuch incongruity, and fach 
incompatibility with the character of an Exa- 
miner, be declared at once, either by an act of 
Parliament, or by an unalterable refolution of 
the Court of Examiners af the Corporation, or 
Council of the College. If the dignity of the 
Court or Council be the prime object, it will be 
fufficiently confulted by pafling alaw, to prohi- 
bit fuch practices from the time of election to 

office : but let it not be an unfettled point, liable 
to perpetual variation, according to the whim or 
intereft of the rulers of the Company. 


Such has bken : their conduct hitherto, fuch 
the mifmanagement of the affairs of the Corpo- 
ration, and fo little has the intereft of the mem- 
bers in general been confider ed, that I have been 
afked by many of them, if I could inform them 
what. privileges they enjoyed, and what advan- 
tage they derived from belonging to the Corpo- 
ration. ‘Some remarked; that they knew of no 
privileges belonging to the members at large, but 
the privileges of paying fines, and ferving trouble- 
fome offices, while they are excluded from thofe 
which are lucrative. Such were not the leaft 


M | ready 
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ready to join in oppofing an augmentation of 
power, in thofe who had fo much abufed what 
they poffeffed ; knowing that they had nothing 
but new impofitions and new oppreffions to ex- 
pect ; and more to fear from their jealouty than 
to hope from i a favour. 


It is well known that furgery 18 gteatly i im- 
proved of late years, and much more cultivated 
than before. For this we are indebted | to the 
Monroes and the ‘Hunters, as well as to ‘the many : 
able profeffors of anatomy and furgery of the pre- 
fent day; moft of whom, as well as of their 
pupils, are declared ineligible to the Court of 
Examiners. ‘Thus they are rather degraded than 
honoured, by belonging to fuch an ‘inftitution ; 
and it is well edwin that the greater part of the 
members entered into the Company, not from 
any hopes of receiving benefits from being mem~ 
bers of the Corporation, ' ‘but aie a dread « of 
vexatious profecutions. | é 


It is alfo shalt known, that quacks of all deno- 
minations have long been fuffered to practite 
with impunity. For their attempt to impofe 
fome refiraint on fuch impoftors and fcourgers ‘of 
the human racc, the authors of the Surgeons’ 
bill deferve the thanks of the in : whisthd 
fu iifent omnia # iti 


If 
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If the boafted fpecifics of our quacks are fuch 
as is pretended, a. few thoufands applied to the 
purchafe of them would be as well expended, as 
the millions Aarithed in flaughtering the human 
fpecics., 


¢ To fave is gréater far than to deftroy.” 


If the boafted fpecifics are fuch, it is, at leaft, 
impolitic and inhumane to lay an impoft on 
them; and to take away one comfort: from the 
wretched, or to add one thorn to the bed of 
ficknefs. eh a 


But sahile we applaud the conduct of the 
framers of the bill in regard to irregulars, we can 
find no apology for their treatment of thofe 
whom their own diploma ftampsas regulars. If 
they are perfons whofe want of_abilities can re- 
flect any difgrace on the fociety, at the time of 
-admiffion, their admiffion reflects a greater dif- 
grace on thofe, who, from mercenary motives, 
Admit them. . In that cafe the public, who are 
the victims of the banditti let loofe upon them, 
can never repay their obligation. If they are 
properly qualified at their admiffion to become 
_ members, nothing but felf-intereft and a fpirit of 
monopoly, both: of honours and emolument, 
both of office and practice, can prompt the Exa-, 
miners, the moment after they haye taken their 
: M a money, 
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money, to infalt them with a book of bye-laws, 
which informs them, that unlefs they confine 

themfelves to furgery alone, and ftarve, the moft 

indefatigable attention, and greateft exertion of 

talents, fhall never raife them one ftep higher ; 

but that they fhall rather be degraded by wht 

into the Corporation. 


Such a manceuvre can never be juftified, 
even if it could be proved by an Examiner, 
that he poffeffes the  /enforinm commune of — 
the whole Corporation; that the rays of 
all learning are concentrated in the focus of 
his pericraniam ; and that the fun of fcience 
only fhines, to illumine the hemifphere of his, 
brain. 


It has been rumoured, that the opponents of 
the late bill oppofed the ereGion of the Corpo- 
ration into a College. If it is meant that they 
oppofed the eftablifhment of a College of defpots, 
it is truc; if it is meant that they oppofed the. 
eftablifhment of a College of Surgeons, on a |k- 
beral foundation, it is falfe. They did not with 
for Prefidents, who were not the objects of their 
choice, and had given no proofs of deferving it : 
they did not with for Cenfors who deferve cenfure : 
they did not with for fe/f-elefed Counfellors, 
vefted with arbitrary power, tn a nsdtisude of 
whom there could be. xe /2 fete 


Had 
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‘Had there been the leaft intention of oppofing 
_ the aggrandifement of the Corporation, and its 
erection into a College, the oppofition would 
have commenced, when the defign of foliciting 
new honours: was firft announced in the public 
prints, or during the progrefs of the bill, in its 
three fiages in the Houfe of Commons, or its 
two firft ftages in the Houfe of Lords; but the 
members of the Corporation at large, were fo 
far from feeking for an occafion of oppofition, 

. that while they are accufed by their oppreffors of 
unneceflary refiftance, and of being too for- 
ward in their interference, I have heard them 

' blamed by more than one diftinguifhed member 
of the Legiflature, for being fo fupine, and for 
fuffering fuch an infamous bill to remain fo long 
unoppofed. Had the members of the Corpora- 
tion thought it poffible that fuch a bill could be 
propofed to a Britith Parliament, and that it 
could be diiguifed under fuch a fpecious cover, 
or had the members of the Legiflature under- 
dtood the rights of the Corporation as well as they 
do now, this neglect would not have happened. 


'- {he members of the Corporation, to a man, 
as far as I have heard their opinions, condemn 
the governors of the Corporation for their impro- 
vident fale, and their improvident» purchafe ; 
aud, :had they been litigious, had they been fe- 
' yere to punifh their faults, would have brought 


(86: 9 
an action againft them for dilapidation. “Had 
they been eager to refift every encroachment:on 
their privileges, they would not have let the fa- 
vourable opportunity flip, when. their: ftewards 
carried a bill into Parliament without their con- 
fent, to obtain indemnification for difpofing of 
their property without their confent, and for in- 
fringing the law of the land. For a part of the 


governors of a Corporation to bring in any bill, 


relative to the Corporation, without convening a 
eeneral meeting, ot even giving notice to. its 
members of fuch a meafure, is, as far as | know, 
an unparalleled proceeding, and a moft indecent 
attempt. ‘The authors of fuch a meafure talk of 
an unbecoming oppofition, with an ill grace. 


Had the members of the Corporation at-large, 
entertained an idea of refifting the proper au- 


thority of their governors, ‘they would have be- 


gun their operations earlier,-and not have waited 


till the framers of the bill were entrenched in ~ 


their camp, and fortified -by redoubts ; till they 
had ftrengthened their intereft by a perfonal 
eanvafs, and general folicitations of fapport. As 
to the title of College, it was fo far, in itfelf, 
from being an objection to the bill, that 1t rather 
foothed the vanity of the members of the Corpo- 
ration, lulled their fufpicion, and charmed to 
ret the dragon that guarded the Hefperian 


fruit. anit 5 


i —  — 
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Well might every member of the Corporation 
be alarmed, who was capable of comprehending 


‘ - the bill, ‘and not prepared to facrifice the rights 


of the Corporation, the public intereft, and his 
own real private intereft, to fome apparent pri- 
vate’ interett,' the hopes of patronage, the hopes 
of prefcriptions, or the hopes of a dinner. _ Per- 
haps». ought: to-except from the folly of facri- 
ficing their own real private intereft, thofe who 
would with to’exclude the practitioners, of mid- 
wifery and pharmacy, whether of {uperior merit 
or not, in’ order that they themfelves may have 
the greater chance’ of fucceeding to preferment. 
If the bit cali am pier will have their re- 


: ward. 


7 “Well babi every member of the Corporation 
be alarmed, when, inftead of paying no taxes but’ 
with their own confent, a bill was pending in 
Parliament, to grant an. unlimited power of. 
taxing them, to perfons in whofe election they 
had no vote. Well might they be alarmed, 
when all their property. was to be alienated, all 
their rights annihilated; and an oath to be taken, 
on admiffion into the College, which no Eng- 
lifhman, who deferves the name, would {wal- 
low, and no Turkifh bafhaw would impote. 


_. Such a bill, fo repugnant to the mild and 
equitable fyftem of our laws, and fo deftitute of 
Oo4i% every 
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évery principle of juftice, could never have met 
with fupporters, if it had not been, congenial to 
fhe domineering {pirit of certain tyrannical) chief- 
priefts, and if the Devil had not got into Egan. 


When the friends of the bill sidetebiy that the 
former tax on the members of the Society, under 
the denomination of quarterage, was deemed an 
object by the members of the Corporation, they 
are not deceived themfelves, but they endeavour - 
to deceive others, and are afhamed to confefs the 
truth. Had that been thought worthy of objec- 
tion, it would have been objected to before the 
bill was brought forward, and before the amount 
of the tax was reduced. But in the late bill; pro- 
_ vifion was made for allowing an unlimited power 
“of taxation to perfons ‘not chofen by the Corpo- 
ration; a power never gratited to thofe who were 
formerly chofen by them, and in vines integ grity 
they ins e confidence. | 


Among the taxes impofed by. their :mana- 
_ gers on the Corporation, the: late: alienations of 
their houfe, and part of their ftock, are not the 
' Jeaft. The ftock was fold at more than twenty 
-per cent. lefs than the price at which it was pur- 
chafed: and as to the houfe, commonly called 
Surgeons’ Hall, or the Surgeons’ Theatre, in the 
Old Bailey, they had neglected to repair. it fo 
much, that although it appears a good, edifice, 

and 
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andfar from old, it was like to’ tumble about 
their'ears. “They are not fond of any /uch mific, 
and do not with to be concerned in any /uch di- 
lapidations. ~They’ chofe' rather to become’ the 
managers of a‘ trolling. company, and ‘bought a 
_-netwi Theatre*in Litcoln’s Inn Fields, which has 
anvavenue leading from: Portugal Strect; a {pot 
formerly celebrated: for theatrical performances. 
‘This may: tbe called the New iin in sat Saad 
Street. 


It has been the opinion of fome people, that _ 
the farce of The Devil on Two Sticks, fo often 
acted at the late Theatre in the Old: Bailey; for 

the ‘benefit. of the Managers, will be laid’ afide ; 
and a total change of performances take place. 
But unlefs the aurifacra fames, et amor fceleratus 
habendi,, which blazed. like :the late’comet in the 
Surgeons’ bill, when paffing the fiery ordeal, and 
its perihelion in the Houfe of Lords, and with its 
baleful influence portended ruin, fhould keep up 
‘the parallel, and, like that comet, faddenly dif- 
appear, and the managers be confined to a fixed 
falary,—there is no reafon to fuppofe, that fo /u-_ 
erative a Lake eee wm be laid afide.. 


This rey SRB exports to ridicule the cha- 
racter of Doctor Laft, is a favourite one with the 
audience :' for as they are apt to fake. mea/fure of 
others by themfelves, and as few of them under- 

N ftand 
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fiand more than one art, they think it prefump- 
tion in any man to. pretend to underftand. more. 
In the laft act, the candidate pays his fees, and is 
admitted; but this is, rather,a take-in ; for he is 
firictly enjoined to ftick to his laff, and endeavour 
to earn his living by manual operation, and by 
working with his own toals, as other handicrafts 
and mechanics do. He is required to. renounce 
the practice of phyfic. and pharmacy, and to con- 
fider them as a mere drug, under pain of the dif 
pleafure of the Court of Examiners. | 


At the fame time he is informed, for his:confo- 
lation, that if he will fick to his laf, and live in 
his ftall, where! he will be hkely to, farve, and not 
tread on the heels of the Examiners, whenever a 
vacancy happens in their Court, either by the 
death or refignation of an Examiner, they may 
‘poflibly allow him to fiep into the old fhoes. 


_ As to the old fhoes of the Corparation, it is fap- 
pofed by fome of the beft, judges, that, like the 
Hall where they ufed to tread, they are paft mend- 

ing ! But to return to Doctor Laft; if he conti- 
nues to prac fe phyfi c, he forfeits the favour of the 
Examiners ; if he fficks to his laff, he can feldom 
get his bread: but that is 0 bread and butter of 


theirs. 7 


Many. 
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Many a time has ‘the: Door been tempted to 
tranfgrefs, and to forfeit all pretentions to their 
favour; but fometimes he has concealed his 
tranigreffions. He has dertainly fome eXcute for 
trying to get his bread in another way; for he 
déclares, that while he fluck to his laft, and only 
pradifed Ris own branch’ of biifinefs; hé had 
nothing to do: but there is no exctife for his 
dabbling'in phytic, unlefs he underftands it, | In 
fuch a fcience, ‘ A little learning is a dan. 
“'p’tous' thing ;” and theré is great reafon to 
fear, that sige fuch Ebebors have ‘wery little 
_—, casi : 


‘te One of the beft entertainments éver feen at the 
late Theatre, is a good dinner. This, as well as 
the former, is too good-a thing to be laid afide. 
In ‘this entertainment, which may be confidered 
as a kind of caroufal, it is unneceflary to fay 
there is good acting, when the managers are the 
fole performers ; it is unneceffary to fay there is 
good nufic, when the Company pays the piper. 


In this entertainment, matters are in general 
fo managed, that every performer plays his part 
well. Copious libations to good-fellowfhip ferve 
as interludes ; and the entertainment concludes 
with a facrifice to Bacchus. Then comes an | 
ie called Examination. This is a mere farce, 

PIN’ 2 Happy’ 


\ 
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Happy would it be, did it not fometimes (aan 
sseasasalcecnafnaphell: Si of hae cree 


‘When they pcluded bearctyene of os Nec 
| from a feat j in the Court, of Examiners, they, pre- 
fented a comedy, called, Halfe Delicacy. When 
they raifed men, whofe talents could never. @ave 
raifed \them,, they: performed , the Alebomsfiians 
turned: Jead, and ‘oh mto He ler. ian gold vettictel si 

6 [ off aoast geerbori 
aiilees Piso Detigs ai bill into, Parliament, to 
rob the. Corporation of their franchifes, they com- 
pelled every member of the Company,. whoa, .was. 
not prepared to facrifice the rights of the Corpo- 
ration, either,at. their, {hrine, ,or-at the dhrine of 
felf-intereft, -to;act. the\ part of The, Buj-Body. 
They have made ,the Legilature reprefent’ She 
Would: and fhe Would: woh; becaufe they them- 
felves, would not nape, Things. as’ — ut és en 


Shaina hs contintse any pipet to rier. up. ia lithe 
managers of the Company, the dramatic mirror, | 
and introduce low comedy and farce, in order 
that they. may fee themfelves velut im /peculo; I 
fhall be accufed by. fome readers of making 
Much ado about Nothing. Such a charge I; al- 
ready Anticipate from the prejudiced and, felf-i in- 
terefted; but thefe remarks were not written. to 
pleafe them, Such as they are, they are intended 
to ferve the caute of juftice ; and to promote the 

true 


ae) 
true intereft of the Reprpowiaon of Surgeons, and 
of the, ahi | a 


“Trath can. never dread inquiry, nor i ak 
Secs difeuffion. _Had,not the fupporters of the. 
Surgeons’ bill catt afide her impenetrable thield, 
the fhafts of their adverfaries would, recoil. 
They would not feel fore, and writhe with pain: 
“ Let the gall’d jade. wince.” Had. they, been 
- guided by. truth, they would not have lurked in 
ambufh ; nor .have fhunned the firength. of 
their opponents in-the open Belde. Where fhe 
gen the aways Wd 


hs « “ The Geist waye bares in ae flames retire.’ 


: "Happy thie Hs it be an them: if they, would 
eyen now learn this leffon,. and know the things 
that belong to their’ peace. Happy would it be 
for them, if they would, at. length difcontinue 
their mifreprefentations, and caft off their dif- 
guife. _Expofedi in all their artifices, and baffled 
in all, their attempts 5 __ convicted of meditating 
defpotifm, but not convinced of its impractica- 
bility, they ftill contrive new plots, and lay 
new fnares, to: make : the Corporation their 
DIRE Yt 


‘ ‘With this defign they circulate a report, that 
the bill is intended to add dignity to the Corpo- 
ration, | 
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fation; ‘and’ to prevent empirics from entering 
into it in future, as they have hitherto done.’ 
Yet it is well known, that the degree of 
examination was before unlimited, ‘and their 
power of admiffion difcretionary ; and tha t ho 
augmentation of fuch powers is, or can be, con 
ferred on’ them by the faid bill, if it fhould pafs 
into a law: It is alf well known; that one‘of 
the moft nétorious quacks’ in the kingdom is a 
wiember of the Company; that he wads admitted 
by the Court of Examiners for the fake of lucré # 
and that no meafure has been propofed by them,’ 
in their bye-laws, or bill, eithéF to’ ‘éxclude’ 
him, or to prevent every quack i in the univerfe 
from entering into thé Company, and coritihuing 
his ravages ; provided he will pay them their 
fies. As Reloaeahaeei is abolithed, one e tempta- 
fibly be dediuded from the Eat” | pth die 
they have been fufféred to advertife their nof- 
truths in every hewfpaper, and in every ftinking 
cornet: while they’ paid their quatterage, the: 
managets of | the, wei thine pocketted the . 
afftont. | ’ 


' Phatébeen aftonithed at the indifference with 
which many members of the Company regard 
this bill. Sero fapmmt Phryges. Allured by pro- 
mites of prefent or future favour, they little fut 
pect the thraldom that is preparing for them. 
I Befides 


(C eQ5 )} 
Befides other intolerable impofitions, an oath 
was ordained by that bill, to be taken by the 
members of the Corporation, by which if their 
tyrants commanded them to be fodomites, they 
muft difobey them and deferve the pillory; or 
obey them, and deferve the gallows. 


 Yet.there are many members of the Corpora- 
‘tion, who call the fupporting of fuch a fyftem, 
fupporting the dignity of the Corporation. They 
would fupport the dignity of the Corporation 
‘much more, by fupporting their own dignity, and 
the dignity of human nature. 


+) Is it becoming a free man, is it becoming.a 
Briton, is it becoming a man, to fall proftrate 
on the ground; to humble yourfelves in the 
duft ; and to beg of your enemies to do you the 
honour to tread on your necks; to trample you 
under foot; and to triumph over you? Such 
abject humiliation can only proceed from an ap- 
prehenfion entertained by thofe perfons, that an 
exalted fituation would merely ferve to expofe 
their defefs; and from a confcioufnefs, that 
when a collegiate inftitution is founded, they are 
not qualified to'become the polifhed pillars and 
Corinthian capitals of the Society, but fhall fiill 
be accounted ¢he dae. It ought, however, to 
be noticed, that they who feel. no emulation to 
excel, and to be diftinguifhed, in the glorious 

| career 


\ 
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career of fcience, betray a grovelling fpirit, and 
a culpable indifference to: the welfaré'of’ man- 
kind.—O° proni in terras Re ere sa gael 

ananes ! | i) Att 
Among the numerous inftances of: difregard - 
fhown to the rights of the Corporation by fome 
of its members, any farther than’as their own in- 
terefis are concerned, the following ought not to 
be paffed over in filence. One of them was 
heard to fay, that he did not care two-pence for 
the rights of the Corporation, fo Jong: as the 
grievances relative to. himfelf, as.a military fur- 
geon, were redrefled. This has been called 
The Age of Reafon; it ought ‘to be called The 
Age of Self-intereft. The petitioners againft the 
late bill, who afferted the rights of military fur- 
geons, as flrenuoufly as they afferted their own, 
chad a right to expect a better return. | 
The fame gentleman makes an apology for: 
‘practifing pharmacy: which is, that fome fa- 
milics would not tet him attend them at all, on 
any other terms. The fame apology may be 
; pleaded by others. He ‘practifes pharmacy for 
his intereft; they for theirs. Happy would it 
‘be forthe public, if the fame condition were 
more ‘generally infifted on. I know ’a young 
man of great promife, who thinks the practice of 
| ip ae as honourable as any branch of the. 
| medical 


{Cieto1) 
ations are laid. What ideas of dignity mut 
thofe men have, who can refpect an inftitution, 


_-where the Directors are felf-elected ; where taxa- 


tion is without reprefentation, and expenditure 
without control ? 3 


This abfolute dominion over the whole pro- 
perty of the Corporation, without refponfibility, 
propofed by the modeft artificers of the late bill, 
ftaggered the boldeft of their champions, who 
was troubled with fcruples of confcience, when 
he defpaired of carrying his point. Not fo the prime 
conductor of the bill, whom Lord Thurlow 
fo emphatically defcribed under the character of 
-“ the importunate folicitor, who obftructed the 
* avenues of the Houfe of Lords by his daily at- 
i! tendance ; and naufeated their Lordfhips with 
«his incefflant applications.” He perfevered; 
not confidering, that the members of the Legif- 
lature might not think themfelves bound to fup- 
port a meafure, which they had pledged them- 
felves to ei ae in confequence of mifteprefent- 
ation. : 


It will not redound much to the honour of 
the framers of the bill, that, provided they can 
_facceed in their undertaking, they care little by 
what means they may accomplith their defign. 


Flectere fi nequeunt fuperos, Acheronta moyebunt. | 


Ce But 
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But their conduct will occafion the lefs furs 
prife, when we recollect, how certain facred 
characters expreffed all the rage of difappoint- 
ment, when the fcheme was like to be defeated 
by a fuccefsful oppofition. .Tantene animis coelef~ 
tibus ire ? | 


Surely what gave rife to the virulent abufe vo- 
mited forth by a certain chief prieft, if it was an 
efror, was.a generous error. It was that of fup- 
pofing the managers of the Surgeons’ Company 
good economifts. The author of the paper which 
called forth fuch a torrent of abufe, did not re- 
collect when he wrote it, that the ftewards of the 
Corporation were more fond of a-good dinner 
than good economy; and confequently were not 
likely to have amaffed any confiderable-fum: for 
the benefit of the Corporation. 


‘It was juftly obferved by the counfel for the 
majority of the Corporation, that if, with a re- 
venue fo far exceeding the neceffary expenditure, 
a large fum was not faved by the managers of the 
affairs of the Corporation, it was the more to 
their fhame. ‘Lhe chara¢ter of the gentleman ca- 
lumniated by that high prieft, was as refpectable 
as his own. That high prieft, therefore, did not 
confult the dignity of Parliament, nor /upport 
the intereft of his order, when he called loyal 
fubjects democrats ; and pronounced a paper to 

be 
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be full- of falfehoods, even if it contained one 
miftake. : 


It was a little rafh in the author of that paper, 
to fuppofe that the ftock of the Corporation was 
hufbanded well; or.even that they had any ftock 
at all remaining, when he had not been allowed 
accefs to their books, although he was a joint- 
proprietor of the paft ftock. The endeavouring 
to depreciate the veracity of an opponent of the 
bill, on account of a miftake, if it was a’ miftake, 
and branding the paper as containing nothing 
but falfehoods, was an illiberal attempt to bias 
Parliament and the public. It was‘unmanly in 
the right reverend Prelate, to give.a gentleman 
the lie, in a place where he could not .be called 
to account ; and where, ifthe called loyal fub- 
jects democrats, and told one himfelf, she, might 
‘plead privilege of Parhament. 


Whatever might neat been the defign of the 
framers and fupporters of the late Surgeons’ bill, 
‘it never could have been the defign of Parliament 
to aggrandize the few at the expenfe of the 
‘many; to erect a tyranny within the pale of 
‘Science; to arm ufurpation with new powers ; 
and convert an aét of incorporation into an*en- 
gine of” oh lee 


We 


(104 ) 
We know where it is written, “ Ye fhall not 
“ imitate the heathen, and lord it over your 
* brethren.” All men are brethren; the petty- 
fyrants of the Corporation have no right to lord 
it overthem; and he who enables them to tyran- 
nize, is one of their tyrants : Qui facit per alum, 


facit per fe. 


But, thank Heaven, we are not fallen on fuch 
evil days, but that. we have {till fenators en- 
dowed with virtue fufficient, to teach both tem- 
‘poral and fpiritual pride a leffon they never 
thought of learning—to fuffer mortification, and 
bear a crofs. 


How much reafon had the friends of fcience, 
the friends of juftice, and the friends of the char-. 
tered privileges and inalienable rights of man- 

kind to fear, from the black fiends that dark-. 

ened their horizon, fo numerous were thofe bad 
angels feen, until the fun of Thurlow arofe. 
Affiavit Thurlow, et diffipantur. 


With regard to the pecuniary affairs of the 
Corporation, though but a fecondary condera- 
tion, there is fomething at which reafon revolts, 
in leaving them to the management of any, but 
perfons elected: by the proprietors. But how ab- 
horrent from vulgar underftandings is a fyftem, 
where expenditure is not only in the firft inftance 
fubject to no control, but ultimately liable 
Napanee: WO 


\( *¥d1 7) : 
ations are laid. “What ideas of dignity mutt 
thofé men have, who can refpect : an inftitution, 
where the Dire€tors are felf-elected; where 
taxation is without Peel Niaton, , and expendi- 
ture without control? ee 


This abfolute dominion over the whole pro- 
perty of the Corporation, without refponfibility, 
propofed by the modett artificers of the late bill, 
fiaggered the boldeft of their champions, who 
was troubled with fcruples of confeience, when. 
he defpaired of carrymg his point.’ Not fo the 
prime conductor of the bill, whom Lord Thurlow 
fo emphatically defcribed under the charaer of 
‘‘the importunate folicitor, who obfiruted the 
*¢ avenues of the Houfe of Lords by his daily at- 
“tendance; and naufeated their Lordfhips with 
“his inceflant applications.” He perfevered ; 
not confidering, that the members of the Legif- 
lature might not think themfelves bound to fup- 
port a meafure, which they had pledged them- 
felves to fupport, in vars coop of mifreprefent- 
ation. 


ft will not redound much to the honour of 
the framers of the bill, that, provided they can 
fucceed in their undertaking, they care little by 
what means they may accomplifh their defign. 


Fleétere fi nequeunt fuperos, Acheronta movebunt. 


But 
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But their conduct will occafion the lefs fur- 
prife, when we. recollect, how certain facred 
characters expreffed all the rage of difappoint- 
ment, when the fcheme was like to be defeated 
_ by a fuccefsful oppotition. Lantene animis calef~ 
tibus 1 ie ? . 


"Surely what gave aie to the virulent abufe 
voinited forth by a certain chief prieft, was a. 
venial error. It was that of fuppofing the ma- 
nagers of the Surgeons’ Company g good econa- 
mifts. The author of the paper which called 
forth fuch a torrent of abufe, did not recollect, 
when he wrote it, that the ftewards of the Cor- 
poration were more fond of a good dinner than 
good economy; and confequently were not 
likely to have amaffed any confiderable fum for 
the benefit of the Corporation. _ | 4 


It was juftly obferved by the counfel for the 
majority of the Corporation, that if, with a re- 
venue fo far exceeding the neceffary expenditure, 
a large fum was not faved by the managers of the 
afiairs of the Corporation, it was the more to 
| their fhame. The characler of the gentleman ca- 
Jumniated by that high prieft, was as re{pectable 
as hisown. That high prieft, therefore, did not 
confult the dignity of Parliament, nor /upport 
the imtereft of his order, when he called loyal 
fubjects democrats ; and pronounced a paper to 

be 


a oy 
be | fall of falfehoods, ‘becaufe it contained one 
miftake. ; 


~-Tt'was a little rath in the author of that paper, 
_ to fuppofe that the ftock of the Corporation was 
hufbanded well; or even that they had any flock 
at all remaining, when he had not been allowed 
accefs to their books, although.he was a joint- 
proprietor of the paft ftock. The endeavouring 
to depreciate the veracity of an opponent of the 
bill, on account ofa miftake, and branding the 
"paper as containing nothing, but falfehoods, was 
‘an illiberal attempt to bias Parliament and the 
public. It was unmanly in the right reverend 

Prelate, to give a gentleman the he, in a place 
-where he could not be called to account; and. 
where, if he called loyal fubjets democrats, and 
told one himfelf, he might plead revise of Par- 


lament. 


It is the misfortune of the prefent age, that in 
the fuperior ftations of the church, they cannot 
always fee fuperior fanlity. Whether this arifes 
from a defect in the objects, or in their optics, \I 
do not prefume to determine. © Certainit is, that 
elevation to the higheft ftations of the church is 
no proof of piety. When the Devil afcended to 
the pinnacle of the temple, he was no ornament 
of the church; he was the Devil fill. 


We 


/ 


Affiavit Thurlow, a di Wipanturs aie 
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We know where it is. written, Ye thall not 
‘* imitate the heathen, and lord it over your 
“ brethren.” All men are brethren ; ; the petty- 


tyrants of the Cotporation have no right to lord it 
over them; and:he who enables themto tyrannize, 


is one, of their tyrants: Qui dart per alin, facit 


pest | Jon bad ARAN, iparot {he 5: 


‘But, Hex Heaven 9 we are HSE fallen « on fuch 


evil days, but that’ we. have fill fenators ert 
dowed with virtue fufficient, to teach. both tem- 


poral .and fp piritual pride a leffon ‘they never 


thought « of Jearning—to 1 futfer mortification, and 
bear « a orofs. 


at ai Yiominny thet YP Sidi 
> ‘Wdww'tnch redfon' had! the friends of feiinide, 


‘the friends of juftice, ‘and the friends of the char- 


tered ptivileges and’ ‘inalienable rights of man- 
“kind to. fear; from’ the black - fiends that ‘dar- 


kened their horizon, fo numerous were thefe bad 
angels feen, until the fun of Thurlow arofe. 


may 


“With nevasd to the: pecuniary eptuade of the 


‘Corporation, though but a fecoudary confidera- 
‘tion, there is fomething at which reafon revolts, 
‘in leaving them to the management of any, but 


perfons:elected by the proprietors. But how ab- 


‘horrent from vulgar underfiandings isa fyfiem, 


where expénditure is not only in the firft inftance 
fubject to no control, but ultimately liable 
p to 
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to no inveftigation, except by auditors elected by 
themifelves! | 


It ia been afferted, that there has been no 
mifapplication of the revenues of the Company. 
The ftate of their funds, and Mr. Gunning’s 
minute, bear ample teftimony to the contrary ; 
and prove that the groffeft mifmanagement, and 
moft prodigal expenditure have prevailed. The 
petitioners themfelves affert, that no complaint 
has been made againft them for their conduct 
previous to the Oradndion of the bill. This 
affertion is likewife ill- founded. “The com- 
manders of our fleets and the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, have complained of their granting licences 
to unqualified pretenders ; army and navy fur- 
geons have complained of extortion, and menaces 
of vexatious profecutions ; and the members of 
the Corporation at large have complained of op- 
preflion, unjuft exclufions, and unjuft prejudices 
excited againft them. In fhort, they have com- . 
plained, and ftill complain, that they know of 
no advantage accruing to them from belonging to 
the Gorparation:. 


The petitioners for the bill, in a circular letter, 
exprefs a hope, that ‘they have executed the tafk 
of examining furgeons for the army and navy 
with credit to themfelves and advantage to the 
public. This poftulatum, neither their own 

P col- 
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colleague, the author. of The Drefing for Lord 
Thurlow, nor our naval minifters or commanders, 
nor the pillars * of Surgeons’ Hall, fo often loaded 
with their complains, will admit. 


Non Di, non homines, non conceffere columnz. 
2 Sn : 3 ; 


‘It has been obferved, that the library at Sur- 
geons’ Hall, which is occupied by the clerk, is 
deflitute of books; but it ought to be recorded, 
_ for the honour of the Governors of the Corpora- 
tion, that they generally take care to have one 
odd volume there. Into the cover, or rather the 
coffer of one of them, they ufed to put all the 
cafh belonging to the Corporation ; forgetting 
that riches have wings. ‘To another they are 
beholden for a number of interlineations, con- 
faining refolutions never réfolved on; but culled 
from loofe converfations in the Court of Affiftants. 
From thofe interlineations they drew fundry mate - 
rials for the late bill; juftly deeming them en- 
titled to equal refpect with their own Teiblutions, 
paffed a quarter of an hour Caer. dinner. 


* Complaints of the total inability of | many of the furgeans: 
paffed at the Hall for the navy fervice, and the arders of the 
Lords of the Admiralty to the Court of Examigers, in con- 
fequence of thofe complaints, ufed to e ftuck up on the pillars 
in Sargent" Heil, | 


na 
tear 


I have 


: ( 107" )) 
~ YPhave heard it afferted; that the conftitution® 
of the Surgeons’ Company is fimilar to that of 
the Worfhipful Company « of Tallow Chandlers : 
but. % know not in what the fimilarity confifts, 
unlels it be, that the Court of Afliftants of the: 
Surgeons’ Company melt down thé eftates of the’ 
Company like kitchen-ftuff ; and care not a4 rufh’ 
for the members of the Corporation, after they 
have touched their money ; ; not allowing them to_ 
be efteemed as maken, bat only a as odds 
and ends. | ' 


, 


‘Poffibly it may be fufpected, ‘ftom Mr: Gun-? 
_ning’s report, as well as ftom general report, 
that the Governors of the Surgeons’ Company’ 
were rather too fond of dipping their hands into 
the purfe of the Corporation, to get money for 
their dinners; or a fimilarity may have occurred 
from their dosing with anger, on their late difap- 
pointment. Be that as it will, it is fortunate’ 
they fhare a fimilar fate; and that their evil deeds 
are come to light. : 


It has been propofed by fome, that the offices 
of the Corporation fhould be held by feniority. 
This is a good method of choofing old women 
for an alms-houfe : but fi uperannuates are not the 
beft props to fupport the dignity of a college. 
To borrow a metaphor from a profeffion before 
alluded to, it is not a time for men to enter on 

ae office, 
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office, when. life begins. to. glimmer in the 
focket. | 


to? , ‘ 


tiger 


Paciement « though it may not ‘be agreeable to. 
ihe withes of the framers of a Corporation. For. 
the able difcharge c of the duties of an Examiner, 
in which the “public intereft in the Corporation . 
confifts, and by which the honour of the Corpo- 
ration muft be fupported, great abilities are re- 
quifite ;, for faving or fpendiag a few pounds, 
fhillings, and pence, mediocrity of talents may. 
fuffice. | 


Rr can fee no reafon_ why the Court: of At- 
fiftants fhould not be allowed a compenfation | 
for their trouble, as well. as the Court: of Ex- : 
aminers ; but I would abolith all dinners at the. 
expente of the Corporation ; which have too 
much refemblance to the feafis of parith officers, 
and look too much like embezzlement, to be cre- 
ditable ina learned fociety, » biti 

Should the profeffional and the pecuniary des 
partments be feparated, as is here propofed, a 
place in the Court of Affiflants, or among the. 
Auditors, will be no objeét of ambition ; badd 
no tendency to raife its poffeifor to the rank of 

an 
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an Examiner. It will therefore be juft and po-. 
litic, to hold out to thofe.who are elected to fuch 
offices, a profpect of reafonable remuneration... 
It.is not natural, nor agreeable to experience, to 
expect, that any perfons will be defirous of bear- 
ing the fcrip, like Judas, unlefs they mean, like 
Judas, to betray. 


The Auditors, or at leaft half of them, ought 
to be'elected' by and from the Corporation. ‘They 
who would appoint a man to audit his own ac- 
counts; and to check his own expenditure, would 
appoint:a wolf to protect the fold, and to guard 

x pila ars own i re yith 5} tid Wa 


| Wheiever’ opinion may, Nike entertained of the 
prefent Examiners and Court of Affiftants, it is 
not improbable, that at ‘fome future period the 
majority of them ‘may be ignorant or corrupt ; 
and that»they may ele& perfons' with qualifica-' 
tions fimilar to their own: thus.a fyftem of ig- 
norance or corruption may be perpetuated: If 
any argument could be neceflary, in addition to 
thofe before offered, to prove the’ abfurdity of 
allowing the Examiners and the Court of Af- 
fiftants to elect themfelves, this would be fufi- 
pepe 


Had fastik balsa abiitiiest been provided 
by the former Surgeons’ bill, to check a lavith 
| expendi~ 
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expenditure, a Company receiving fuch vaft fums * 
as the Surgeons’ Company, would not Have been’: 
reduced to a flate of bankruptcy, as that see 
pahy was a! few years’ ago. ' Had fome whole-' 
tome refiraint been imported, the annual tax ’ 
would have been ‘difcontinued, whén the re~ 
venues of the Corporation amounted to about - 
two thoufand pounds per annum. 


ik 


orbit 
“It was acknowledged iad the. ookitsel me the! 
bilt, that if the payment of quarteragé were any, 
objeto the members of the Corporation, and» 
occafioned their oppofition, it thould be given: 
up. This confeflion of its being anizmneceffary: 
tax after the vaft expente wei incurred, i a 
x it was an wn win - iit » tavs f 
oth f wiitiie Lord ma : . difiniguithed! fatuntiony 
Sociales counterance the ideal of vetting: 
the property of the Corporation in the’ petitioners: 
for) the bill; by obferving, that property was in. 
general | better managed by a few than by many. 
But furely this is not:an argament for vefting 
a few! with the property; though it. may be an 
argument, for vetting: them, with the: manage- 
ment) of the property, of the Corporation. 


A right of expenditure, free from regular in- 
vettivation‘and refponfibility, denotes 'a proprie- 
tor, ‘nota truftce. . As joint-proprietor, ‘no man 

Abciedes can 
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tan. haye a right to fpend more than his own 
 thare 3) and when he has fpent that, he can have 
no title to the fiewardthip. 


sa The pe experience of the Corporation has 
no tendency to confirm the opinion of the noble 
and learned Lord. A felfifh oligarchy has alien- 
ated a large portion of the property of the Cor- 
poration; and tried to ufurp, and of courfe to 
alienate from the Corporation, the remainder ; 
while the great mats of the members of the Cor- 
-poration, haye firained every nerve to prevent it. 


Tn anfwer to feveral charges of mifconduG in 
- the management of the affairs of the Corpora- 
tion, the fame noble Lord replied, that fome 
degree. of frailty is infeparable from human na- 
‘ture. For this reafon the opponents of the late 
bill contend, with all due fubmiffion, that a reci- 
procal check, and a mutual control, between 


the different branches of the Corporation, are 
neceflary. 


_ Had fuch wholefome reftraints been impofed 
by the former Surgeons’ bill, the Company would 
mot have. been reduced to a‘ftate of infolvency, 
as it. was a’ few years ago, after the receipt of 
fuch confiderable fums; and without any evident 
caufe, but embezzlement and profufion.=#Few 


focicties can, boalt: fo large Ai escent few ate 
: i bur- 
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burdened with lefs needful expenfe: yet nore 
shave done lefs to fulfil the laudable defigns of 
their inftitution. From their own confeffion it | 
appears, they have been prodigal in their expen- 
diture, but {paring in promoting the improve- 
‘ment of the art. From the account of thofe 
who have been examined by thenr it appears, 
they have been carelefs in their examinations, 
but not carelefs in the receipt of cuftom: they 
have even fo far forgotten the dignity of their 
office, as to fcramble for the new guineas, be- 
fore the fuccefsful candidate for admiffion had 
left the room. But perhaps the contraction of 
thé palmaris mufcle might have been involun- 
tary; from their tranfport at feeing their beloved 
Sovereign, they might have been thrown into /ud- 
den convulfions, and compelled to feize the vic 
ing sae 


To return to the author of The Dreffing:— 
although he defpairs of making any impreffion 
on the mind of Lord Thurlow, yet he hopes 
he fhall be able to expofe his inftability, and 
crufh the effects of his prejudices. But infta- 
bility, and prejudice are inconfifient with the 
greatnefs of underftanding, and expanfion of 
mind, which he allows his Lordthip to poffefs ; 
and with the declaration, that his name has hi- 
therte flood high; and, that the oppofing tem- 
per of an cx-minifter, is not congenial with the 

i. fame 
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fame of a Thurlow.—He , tells his Lordship, that. 
he really thought him fuperior to the dirty zeal 
of a, faction, How then could he fuppofe his 
Lordfhip would countenance the faction, who. 
brought ina bill to’! fubvert the fundamental 
rights of a Corporation ; and to give the fanction 
of law to plunder and oppreffion? He tells Lord 
Thurlow, he really thought, that any under- 
taking, built on the well-grounded plea of public 
utility, would have found a warm partifan in his 
Lordthip... This is. rather ftrange ; fince he ac- 
cufes his Lordfhip. of a total inattention to all 
religion, and. morality. Such a charaéter could. 
never,be depended on as a fupporter of any 
laudable, undertaking ; but might well be ex- 


pele to be a warm partiian: to the Surgeons’ 
bills, 


That bill had._as many heads as the Lernean 
hy dra ; and its breath was equally peftilential. 
The Herculean tafk of quelling the monfier was 
deftined for a Thurlow ; ; and it required all the 
fire of his eloquence to fabdue it.—To enume- 
rate and defcribe all the baneful and obnoxious 
heads of this bill, would be another Herculean 
tafk. A brief account of its nature ‘may fuffice. 
One intention of it was to monopolize practice, 
another to ‘gratify ambition ; another to legalize 
irregular proceedings, another to indemnify di- 
lapidation, another to fortify defpotifm ; another 

| Q to 
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to extend encroachment, another to faniction 
robbery.—If any proof’ ‘of its demerit were'ne- 
ecflary, after its rejeGtion in the Houfe of Lords, 
the abjuration of it by many; who were induced 
by mifreprefentation, and undue influence, to 
fien a declaration \in its: favour, is a fafficient 
teftimony. It “is \a’ well-known fact, that moft 
of thofe who figned the declaration in its favour, 
rejoiced at its downfal, Many of them I have 
eonverfed with: only one ‘of>them faida fingle 
word in its defence. ‘Thati eentleman-acknow- 
Iedged he had:figned an approbation ‘of it, from 
the reprefentations of it on the part of its framers: 
he ‘declared he’ would Stiék by it; but confeffed 
he had never feen it. Some of its adherents con- 
feffed they were influenced’ by friendfhip; fome 
by hopes, and others by fears.—-Some gave 
the fame reafons for refufing to fign the petition 
againft the bill: others declared they were de- 
terred by fear of expente, from. engaging ina 
conteft with the framers of the bill; who would 
defray their expenfe out of the fands of the! Cor- 
poration. “Asia proof of the exertions made, and 
influence employed, in favour of the bill, one 
gentleman affured me,’ that’ applications for that 
purpofe had been made to ‘him, directly or in- 
directly, by every perfon ppeearcLy interefted 
in its fuccets. 


Our 
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Our author avers, that to. extinguith’ the fame 
~ of the fargeon, you muft extinguith the mala. 
diés of mankind:—It. is a little unfortunate, that 
among other arts and fciences, ‘logic did not 
make a part of our author’s education; and that 
when he made a proficiency in the botanical 
knowledge of Solomon, he did not alfo learn a 
little of his wifdom, He would then have 
known, that nothing could fo much exa/t the 
fame of the furgeon, infiead of extinguifhing it, 
as extinguifhing the maladies of mankind.—Why 
is the gout called the opprobrium medicorum, but 
from the inability of phyficians to cure it? And 
what can extinguifh the fame of the furgeon ? 
Not the extinction of maladies, bt his inability 
to cure them. 


This remark our author clofes, by obferving, 
that how far Lord Thurlow is able to extinguith 
either the fame of the furgeon, or the maladies 
of mankind, we may beft learn from his own 
infirmities—Here again we fee the lively trait 
- ofa liberal and generous difpofition; and of a 
_ noble fpirit, that feorns to triumph over an 
enemy. Such a writer accufes Lord Thurlow 
of illiberality, with a good .grace! But fome 
people may be fo ill-natured as to think, that 
even, here, they again fee the old lion, at the 
point of death, infulted by the filly animal, who 


once clothed himfelf in his fkin. 
Q 2 Ac- 
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' According to his ufual re@titude of judgment, 
our author tells us, that the want of a chirur- ~ 
gical teft will become a ground of monopoly. 
By the fame logic he might prove the many to 
be lefs than the few. If our author had been 
of this opinion, and that he and his colleagues 
would have enjoyed that monopoly, he would 
not have thought of the fimilitude between fur- 
gery and Mount Attna; his own mountain 
would not have brought forth a moufe; nor 
fhould we have had the pleafure of feeing The 
Drefiing prepared for Lord Thurlow. : 


Our author tells Lord Thurlow, that) if he 
fuppofes this defeat can hurt our profeffion, he 
errs moft egregioufly. This confeffion, in which 
I perfectly coincide, fhows the iniquity of his 
caufe, and the injuftice of his reproaches.—This 
envenomed philippic, which breathes an impla~ 
cable fpirit of rancour and revenge, will beft 
evince the difappointment fuffered, and the mor- 
tification felt, by thofe who are vanquifhed: but 
whatever difappointment they fuffer, and what- 

‘ever mortification they feel,—to the profeffion 
at large it is a triumph. — | 


Remarks 
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‘Remarks on ‘* An Addrefs to Surgeons 
‘* throughout the Britifo Dominions,” 


A CIRCUMSTANCE, of no importance to 
the reader, having retarded the publication of 
the preceding remarks, I am enabled to add a 
few obfervations on another pamphlet on the 
fame fubject, entitled, 4 Short Addrefs to the Pro- 
Seffors of Surgery throughout his Majefty’s Domi- 
“nions, on the Bill lately brought into Parliament 
for ereéting the Corporation of Surgeons in London 
into a College.—Till this prodigy of literature ap- 
peared, we hailed The Drefing for Lord Thurlow 
_ as an unparalleled effort of genius ;__ 


Nil oriturum alias, nil ortum tale fatentes; _ 


but when put in competition with this, it looks 
like drofs when compated to pure lead. 


Had the firft pamphlet in defence of the Sur- 
| geons’ bill met with the fate it deferved, and 
been burnt by the hands of the finifher of the 
law, we might have fuppofed the fecond a phee- 
nix rifing from its afhes.—It feems to be in- 
tended as a prop to fupport the dignity of fur- 
gery; but, alas! it is a broken reed !—It feems 

| intended 
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intended as an additional feather in the cap of 
iurgery; but, alas! it is plucked from a goof ! 


Our author laments in pathetic terms, the de- 
graded ftate to which the profeffion of furgery 
is reduced, by the oppofition which effected the 
rejection of the Surgeons’ bill.: «Butsit would 
be unfortunate for the honour of, religion itfelf, 
if the lufire of its name could be tarnithed by 
the conduct-of its minifters and profeflors. No 
man, who has a juft fenfe of the importance of 
furgery, as well as phyfic, to the happinefs and 
welfare of mankind, will refute his.affent to the 
encomium of the great Roman orator: Namgue 
homines nunguam propins dits accedunt, quam fale- 
tem hominibus dando. | 


The author endeavours to remove an objection 
which has been made to the bill, on account of 
its being introduced to Parliament in a clan- 
defiine manner; and thinks this cannot be ap- 
plied to the Surgeons’ bill, which was prefented 
for the confideration of the Lords and Commons 
of Great Britain in Parliament affembled. He 
fays, To doa thing clandeftinely implies the 
doing a thing fecretly, lefi it being publicly done 
fhould fail of the fuccefs propofed.—Had he 
been privy counfellor to the framers of the billy 
he could not more accurately have delineated the 
plan ‘of their proceedings. No notice was given 
é i! ; i to 
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to the Corporation of any intention to bring in 
fach an a@; nor was.a proper ‘explanation given 
to Parliament of the various -innovations ‘and 
ufuirpations ‘attempted; of! which its. rejection, 
on the difcovery of the fraud)’ is the bet proof. 
Like the ferpent in Paradife, or the Trojan horfe, 
not its’ prefence, but its defign was clandeftine. 
When ‘Guy Fawkes and his‘friends carried com- 
buftibies into the fame Parliament Houte, not 
their ifitroduction: of the osu atl but their 
defign was clandeftine. Borg: ae 


How nat thas‘the author of the aarp to 
Sopeoiee as well as the preparer of the Dreffing 
for Lord Thurlow, when featfal of being foiled 
in his defign, imitated the example’ of the nee 
prototype « ae them both! He, oo 


- with iwi of el love. | 
e? To man, and indignation,at his wrong, ( 
New part puts on, and as to paffion mov’d, — 
Flugtuates difturb’d. Mi 


In fhort, he is highly incenfed at the rejection 
of the Surgeons’ bill ;—but if is all from motives 
of wiogtld BA ‘hg : 


He next endeavours to lay a ‘phantom, which, 
in all probability, never arofe but in his own 
imagination.—He’ grayely tells us, that thé of- 
fices of the Countellors were nat intended to be 

1 Bids here- 
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hereditary. He alfo affures us, that the faid 
Counfellors were only to hold their places during 
their natural hives. ‘This is comfortable informa- 
tion; and gives us room to hope, that when a 
new Surgeons’ bill is paffed, no Examiner who. 
leads the unnatural Jife of rapine and extortion, 
nor any caput mortuum, incapable of difcharging 
his duty, will ever be feen in their court again. 


He informs us, that the number, of officers 
who were to tranfaét the bufinefs of the College, 
was twenty-one; but the number that manages 
the bufinefs of the Corporation, he tells us, is 
twenty-four; and this alteration he approves of. 
—Probably he thinks three Directors ‘may be 
difpenfed with, as well as dinners, ina learned 
fociety. But the fact is, that he cannot reckon 
twenty-four managers of the affairs of the Com- 
pany; unlefs he includes the two {piritual Peers, 
and the temporal Peer, who managed their 
affairs fo well in the Houfe of Lords; and went 
through thick and thin to ferve—a friend. 


Our author gives his opinion, that the public 
bufinefs of all corporations is beft conducted 
where there are feweft managers. This was the 
opinion of Mr. Gibbs, counfel for the bill; and 
the friends of it feemed to agree with him); for 
after. that day only Mr. Warren appeared, to 
plead their: caufe. This is alfo the opinion of 

the 
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the proprietor and manager of the Hateaeh of 
Old Sarum ; a borough to which a pair of voters 
can “go down cheek by jole in a fingle-horfe 
chaife; a borough in which there has been no 
divifion, or contefted eleGlion for many years, 
notwithftanding it poffeffes an excellent manu- 
factory for members of Parliament. | 


Should the Mafier and Wardens think proper 
to petition for a bill conftituting them a trium- 
virate, here is an advocate ready to defend their 
caufe.—He maintains, that the fewer managers 
there are of the bufinefs of a Corporation the 
better, provided there are a fufficient number to 
form the refpective courts. —On the prefent oc- 
cafion he fhows himfelf a great furgeon, by 
healing a breach before it is made, and giving 
a proof that he is in poffeffion of more than a 
falve for every fore.—In refpect to the paucity | 
which he recommends, perhaps he thinks the 
fewer hands in a purfe the better; at any rate, 
the fewer the better cheer. Nor can a triumvirate 
be faid to be infufficient for forming the re- 
fpective Courts. Two may compofe the Court 
of Examiners, and three the Court of Affiftants. 
Start not, gentle reader, nor fuppofe that any 
of them are to be fplit, in order to convert the , 
three members into five. The Examiners may |, 
be their own Aff iflants ; ; as they are at prefent. 


Sa R The 


The fuppofed reduétion of number, as I before, 
obferved, our author confiders as an improye-, 
ment. Let the lovers of antiquity, and of anti- 
quated notions, admire Solomon ; but “a grea er 
‘ than Solomon i is here.’ ‘Solomon fays, ae tt a 
multitude of counfellors there i is fafety ;”. 0 
author, on the contrary, fays, “ The fewer ee 
“fellors the better:” and with refpeét to evil 
coun/ellors, his propofition is true. - 


Our author exprefies. a ices that people will 
no longer be frightened at the names of Prefident, 
Vice- Prefidents, Cenfors, and Counfellors, as at. 
fo many bugbears ; fince it does not appear, | that 
any other pecuniary emoluments were meant to 
be attached to thofe offices, than are now en- 
joyed by, the Mafter, Wardens, and. Court of 
Affifiants. In another part of his book, he 
apologizes for the conduct of the Examiners and 
the Court of Affiftants, in extending their jurif- 
diction to army and navy furgeons, and over a 
greater extent of territory. Hence it is evident, 
that he knew they were aiming at an inereafe 
of revenue; a prominent feature in the late bill. 
~—This is the writer, who ‘* candidly ftates truth, 
‘«“-and who is fearlefs of cenfure ; confcious that 
-« his intentions are-irreproachable.” ‘ Beware 
“of thofe who come to you in fheep’s cloath- 
“ ing; for inwardly they are ravening wolves.” 
He pretends to’a vaft deal of candour and vera- 

city; 
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city 5 “Dut the “ardour of 9 virtue feems, “at 
times, to cool ; he i is very ‘fond of lying i im Sreets. 
as eo ub sas 
One pofition the author lays down, Which, tré 
fays, and truly fays, ‘* the moft firenuous op- 
“* pofers of the bill will admit to be a truifm, 
“« thatneeds no arguments 'to prove or illuftrate. 
“ Tt is, that the’ Governors of the Company aré 
** bound to maintain, to the beft of their power, 
“ all the rights, privileges, and immunities, 
* granted to the Corporation.” It is not the 
maintenance, but the violation of thofe rights; 
privileges, and immunities of the Corporation, 
of which the oppofers’ of thé bill complain. They 
complain not only of thé paff violation of their 
rights, but of the prefent attempt, to alienate ali 
their property, and annihilate all their privileges ; 
of an‘ attempt, to obtain an unlimited power of 
taxdtion, an imlimited control, and an unconditional 
oath of obedience; of an attempt, fo oggravate 
their burdens, to revet their cy a and perpetuate 
their avery. 


Such’ was the palpable defign of the Surgeons’ 
bill. But its baneful tendency did not reft here. 
It vetted the Court of Examiners with a “power. 
of extorting from all army and navy furgeons, 
under colour of law, fuch confiderable fums as 
they lave hitherto beén’in the habit of extort- 
ings whenever they could, contrary to law. They 

R 2 like- 
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likewife inferted a claufe, to make.all furgeons 
between feven and ten miles tributary to them ; 
yet this defender of their condu@ modeftly af- 
ferts, that it does not appear eh neon to 


. augment their income. 


_ He fays, he has been informed, that the Exa- 
miners do not get above thirty pounds per annum, 
on an average. I have known it afferted, that 
they get one hundred pounds, and, by another 
authority, that they. get two hundred pounds per 
annum. .' This muft be variable, as it depends on 
peace and war, and other circumfiances. At any 
rate, the fees of the office are but a trifling ob- 
ject, in comparifon of, other radvantages: 'that 
accrue from. the fituation: Ho hs ! 


He conmends the ae ea of the Ei rora, 
tion, for purchafing. beyond the limitations al. 
lowed by act of Parliament ; and violating 1 the 
law of the land. But if they found. themf{elves 
| too much-refirained by that law, it was not their 
duty to tranfgrefs it firft, and then to folicit its 
repeal. The Governors, of the Corporation of 
Surgeons muft indeed be in a degraded frate, if 
they can derive honour from, actions, that would 
difgrace other men | a 


seeine of the right of he Matter, Ceci. 
and Court of Affiftants for the time being, to 
difpofe 
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difpofe-of the property of the Corporation with- 
out their confent, he commits a imall miftake, 
by forgetting that a ffeward does not mean a 
‘proprietor ;—a miftake which too many ftewards 
are apt to commit.—As yet, not the exclufive 
property, as this author pretends, and as they them- 
felves with; but only the management of the ee 
perty, is invefted in them. 


He afks, Where the propriety of difpofing of | 


the Hall could be more impaffonately weighed 
and deliberated on, than in a Court of Affifiants 
formed by men of unblemifhed honour and in- 
tegrity ? According to what he fubjoins, it might 
be more impaffionately confidered in a Common 
Hall; which, he fays, give rife to trains of paffion, 
and paffionate declamations and reflections. 


But if he means to contend, that the queftion 
of dif/poffefing the Company of their property, 
and rhaking an improvident purchafe, can no 
where be fo d/paffionately confidered, as in a 
Court. of Affiftants, I can inform him, that 
there have been men, who could not fee without 
the warmeft expreffions of indignation, the 
‘ fhameful expenditure, and unbounded prodi- 
gality and profufion, that have always prevailed 
in that Court; of which Mr. Gunning’s minute, 
lately read in the Committee of the Houfe of 
vies and printed, gives forme faint idea. So 

much 
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much for ¢ Court of Affiftants, a by men oy, 
unblem! shee sae and integrity 1 Ii | 


rw author bosits of the nt abilities 
of the Examiners. Whatever extraordinary abi- 
lities they may poffefs, certain it is, that they 
take care. not to let their light fhine before men. 
« Let us,” fays he, “as long as poffible avoid 
“‘ convening public meetings; and while we 
« have, (as now is out bial), ‘gentlemen of the 
© firft‘rank in their profeffion, and of the moft 
« perfect reétitude and’ ‘upright intentions, for 
“| our governors, be: fatisfied, that whatever is 
« done by them if’ a corporate’ capacity, is done 
«forthe honour of the profeffion at large, and 
« for. the general good: of mankind:”—How 
unfortunate it is, ‘that this doGrine°of the infu: 
libility of the Court of Affiftants was not preached, 
before’ the Houfe’ = initige re their ne 18 
gate PIB 0 iad Singh 

He gives us fo tin deelderm} that the oly fielder 
have difgtaced themfelves by: their’ feudsiand 
animofities ; and| exprefles. a:fear,. left furgeons 
fhrould thare the fate, of their brethrenam the ars 
medendi.—**, The art of furgery,” ‘he maintains, 
*. ig of equal: importance’ to:mankind'as'that of 
A. phyfics therefore deferving: equallytd be ho- 
*, noured s buti from: caufes that is:not material 
§ here to imfilt ony: is practifed by: few’ with that 

«© marked 
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** marked refpect it is entitled, to; and perhaps: 
«< one very effential, reafon of that diftinguithed 
<< pre-eminence the cuftom of the world allow 
“ sto, phyficians, is’ the blending the bufinefs of 
*¢ an apothecary with the. practice of furgery.” 
While fargeons can boaft,of fuch an ornament 
to their.profeffion, let apothecaries keep.a re- 
fpectful diftance. Procul, o procul, efte profani ! 
The phyficians themfelves will no longer difpute 
the palm of pre-eminence. Well may this author 
- defpife critics, and declare that he fears no cen- 
fure: but he would recommend farmony and 
unanimity with a better grace, if he did not 
fhow himfelf fuch an eternal enemy to concord. 


‘As a proof that the feeming falfe concords and 
incongruities in our anthor’s phrafeology, are 
not typographical errors, but real refinements in 
fpeech, I fhall produce another inftance.—The 
increafe of powers the bill craved were, liberty 
to purchafe, &c. It may not be improper to 
give a {pecimen of his concife yet elegant dition. 
—‘* Their bufinefs as apothecaries is fubordi- 
“ nate to the more noble art of phyfic and fur- 
“ gery, therefore highly proper that the bye-laws 
© of the Company fhould preclude thofe fur- 
* geons | who practife as apothecaries, however 
“ fhining their chirurgical talents may be,. from, 
“being eleded as. Governors of a body incor- 
¥ porated for the honour and welfare of the art 
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* of furgery only.” ‘The reafon he gives is, 
that their bufinefs as apothecaries is fubordinate 
to the more noble art of phy/ic and furgery. But 
why fhould phyfic be introduced on this occa- 
fion, as a buoy to furgery, unlefs to exalt fur- 
gery above its fellow? Our author: admits, that 
-among thofe practifing pharmacy, there are many 
perfons of the moft unexceptionable characters, 
fecond to none in medical and chirurgical abilities. 
To this author it appears, that furgery is de- 
craded by being practifed by fuch men; but to’ 
meé it appears, that thofe men are never more 
degraded, than when they examine a {cirrhous 
rectum, give glyfters, operate for fiftulas, drefs 
fore legs, and do other dirty operations in fur- | 
gery. Jf this is honour, it 1s honour @ pofteriori. 

If any thing can reconcile men of {cience to 
thefe mean and humiliating offices of a furgeon, 
or manual operator, it is only the confolation 
of alleviating the diftrefs of fuffering humanity. 


‘But it is a little fingular, that furgeons fhould 
be puffed up with this over-weening pride ; 
who, if they poffeffed a particle of reflexion, 
and philofophic fpirit, would be reminded much — 
oftener than Philip of Macedon was, that they — 
are but men; and that pride was not made for ~ 
man.—Befides, making allowance for prejudice, 
what excufe can be given for their contempt of 
pharmacy, if it really exifted? but which I 

doubt. 
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doubt. If: ‘fatgeons are, as our author afhrms, 
h gentlemen, {6 ‘are attornies, yet they follow the 
trade‘and occupation of a money-fcrivener; the 
_ clergy are gentlemen, yet they follow the trade 
and occupation of a farmer. Even peers of the 
réalm, and crowned’ heads, have not difdained 
the: purfuits of agriculture. When Rome Asti: 
rifhed in all her ‘glory, the conquerors ‘of the 
world retired to thé plough. ‘Thof nations 


who have afferted the dignity of human nature 
moft, have always - ‘conferred molt honout on 


5 


uefa arts: ~ pir 


o Hand dlim vétéres vitarh eoluere Sabiiti ; 

.: Hanc-Remus et frater;/ fic fortis Etruria crevit; 
. Scilicet, et.rerum faéta eft pulckerrima, Roma, 

| Septemque una fibi muro circumdedit arces. | 


But ftill this author cannot but confider the 
blending the bufinefs: of an apothecary with the 
practice. of; furgery, as, an union degrading, in. 


the. eyes of the world; the dignity due to the art, 
of furgery, /He does not confider, that the {cience: 
and practice of furgery are as diftinét, as phyfic. 
and, pharmacy. When: therefore the furgeon. 
employs the means ‘of cure,'-he defcends, like. 
the .apothécary after wifiting his patient, to éxe-. 
cute, or fuperifitend, the mechianical.and minif- 


terial part of his profeffion. Though I would 
not» wifh. the. world to refufe to the lords of thé 
5 the 


€ aso ) 
the, Surgeons’, Company the honour, due, unto 
their, names;, yet I beg.to remind thofe gentle- 
amen, , that: .‘* he, who. exalteth PRE fhall., be 
Sf abated wotlort parle joy gaemell ) 
Phe a aly Ce the ad bill i Paice 
Paina the dignity. of , their profeffion, and 
their own dignity, much more, if, they I had, not 
brought before Parliament’ a billy, which; they 
dared not _bring before their own, Corporation ; , 
and if, they had not pafied. bye- -laws, which they 
withed the Legiflature to COnnrey 4 in the Jump, 
becaufe they were afraid to have them {crutinized, 
and afhamed to introduce them into the, body of 
the bill. It is not dence sesame tet —. 
Lincoln’s Inn- Fields, ama HOKE ‘eatén them u up; ; 
but the canker of felt intereft. é 
; y tories “ent Vii ted 
od ruthie bet 3 a wifhto! ‘ag d¥andize the: 
profeffion, and ‘put it "on? the; ‘ante! ‘honouravie! 
footing .it ftands on: in’ Scotland:an@ Ireland.’ 
Here he expofes his ignorance*in the‘higheft de~” 
gree; fince the two: branches of the-profeffion’ 
are“united in both thofe: kingdoms ;:and in one 
of them, at leaft, the ‘Examiners are: eleCted'an:> 
nually, by and from the whole bedy.—This may’ 
fetes as an Napa to the Pai sper § btions. <°) 
"Nos. 


ee « 
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boNot only the. practice of phyfic and pharmacy 
. by Examiners, but by all other Surgeons, ought 

to be interdicted, if it can be proved, ‘that the 
fifter arts can’ be f{eparated with advantage ; if 
-. it: can be proved, that drefling a fore head adds 
too much dignity to'an apothecary, and makes 
him too proud; or that a man who, by his me- 
dical as well as chirurgical fkill, prevents the 
neceffity of operations, isa nuifance to the public, 
as well as to the /urgeon who ected) knows how 
to perform them. 


Should a renewal of the power of making 
bye-laws be deemed expedient, I truft fome 
bounds will be fet to it by the Legiflature ;—by 
a tribunal more liberal, more enlightened, and 
' more difinterefted, than the tribunal of the Cor- 
poration of Surgeons; and that the Supreme 
Power of the Realm will not fuffer a fubordinate 
Legiflature, a fecond time, to render its falutary 
regulations of none effect. 


. This ingenious author tells us, that ‘* al- 
“ though the Governors of the Company have 
*¢ exceeded the bounds limited by act of Par- 
‘© liament, and although what exceeds the limit- 
ations there prefcribed may be liable to be 
“* feized by the Crown under the Mortmain act, 
““ yet no one is injured by the purghafe.” This 
fhows that the Company’s funds are inexhaufti- 

5 2 ble ; 
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ble; as they can 1 lofe thoufands, it feems, and 
not be the worfe for it—If he means to infer, | 
that. the officers of government will forbear to 
put the right of law into execution, it only 
tends to prove, that they are lefs rapacious than - 
the officers of the Surgeons’ cin who fo 
often go beyond the, law. 


" Befides other avidin practifed, to enhance 
the emoluments of the Court of Examiners, 
I was this day informed of one by an India 
Surgeon.—He tells me, that a certain Exa- 
miner, who was fond of a good fee and a good 
dinner, had the addrefs to prevail on the Court 
of Directors of the India Company, fome years 
ago, to pafs a refolution, to compel all India 
furgeons to take out the half-diploma; or, in 
other words, to pay above ten pounds more for. 
their Examination, than they, paid before;. or 
than army and navy furgeons pay now. To this 
impofition he was obliged to fubmit; and thus 
a new fource of wealth was opened to the Exa- 
miners of the Company of Surgeons. This is 
the manner in which they examine India jurgeons-— 
gratis. ait Xe 


Our author re Ae that the intent ae ex- 
ending the jurifdiGion of the Corporation three - 
miles. beyond its prefent bounds, would of itfelf 
fcareely have been objected to; a proof that he 

Pe | knew 
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knew what he afferted, concerning the non-in: 
ene of Paap MUATE emoluments, to be untrue. 


be to Gn the, Examiners were bound to main- 


tain the rights and privileges of the Corporation, 
True : but they were not bound to invade the 
rights and privileges of army and navy furgeons. 
Former Courts of Examiners, and Courts of 
Affiftants, were equally bound, if oaths and ob- 
ligations of duty could bind them, to maintain 
the rights and privileges of the Corporation ; but 
in the year 1745, a period, /ike the prefent, preg- 
nant with rebellions againft lawful authority, 
they rebelled againft the members of the Corpo- 
ration at large, by whom their power was dele- 
gated in truft; wrefted the privilege of eleQing 
all the officers of the Corporation from their con- 
fiituents ; and procured an act of Parliament, to 
fanction the ufurpation. Far be it from me, to 
impute the leaft blame to Parliament, in that 
tranfaction; Parliament was deluded; and the 


_ Corporation had no cauliate: to plead their 


caufe ! 


Our author remarks, that among the privileges _ 
granted to the Company, in common with all 
corporate bodies, is that of making bye-laws. 
This is a power which has been much abufed. 
The Court of Examiners, not fatisfied with 


haying robbed the Corporation of the right of 


being 
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being. eleffors, patted a bye-law,- to render ‘at 


leaft. nine-tenths of them incapable of being — 


elected. Emboldened by fuccefs, then, as. well 
as now, they took larger and larger firides, and 
made greater and greater‘encroachments. They 
even attempted to fuperfede the laws of the land, 
by enacting a bye-law, to prevent any perfon 
from practifing furgery without a diploma ; for- 
getting that it'was the province of their Court, 
not to have dominion over the whole commu: 
nity, but over the members of their own Corpo- 
ration, and over Surgeons’ sien ld fe jacet 
iit ald. ) 


“To thote who, like the authors of the ridi- 
culous and contemptible pamphlets in defence of 
the Surgeons’ bill, vaunt too much of the dig- 
nity of furgery, in order to difparage another 
branch of the medical profeffion, I would re- 
coinmend, as a leffon for their vanity, to recol- 
Jeét the mortification which they muft have felt, 
from the little refpect they met with from the late 
King of Sweden; one of the fovereigns of Eu- 
rope, who heard of our chirurgical bias and fent | 
for fome Englith furgeons. So little did that 
great man Rice their upftart pride, or think ¢/e 
bufine/s of an apothecary fubordinate to the more 
noble art yp jurgery, as this author expreffes it, 
that he ordered them:to be flogged, for refufing 
to ery ¢° his men. VE the author of the Addrefs 


was - 
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‘wasonenof ‘thofe: who: fuffered: this difgraceful 
punishment, welt, issono. wonder he. {peaks % 
feeling) of: the whenota Of si ! 


er ee hy 2 

, Our aun eeviaieg that In) ‘the year. 1 pel 
an. act, was, pafied;, to enable fuch officers, ma- 
riners,, and foldicrs, as have been in the land or 
fea, feryice,, and their wives and children, to fet Ups 
and- exercife their, trades, in any, part of the 
kingdom. It may. ‘be proper to. mention, that 
this | was an act of the Parliament at Weftminfter, 
not of that i in the Old Bailey, which had promul- 
gated the interdiction. ‘It is fuppofed many .of 
their wives and children have availed themfelves 
of this ack ; 3, as there are great numbers of old 
women and children fettled. in the practice of . fur- 
Sery, as well as phyfic, ; in, REY, part, of, the 
Britith fomminigns, 


4 > ete. 
ANA: ik rae eB 


se th 
Our bain te ee fargery i is, , and « ever Toad be, 


bus pi and. nota. trade., I hope, the pro- 
feffors of jit will never make a, trade of it by dif. 
giaceful practices ; ;-nor make a trade of ‘applying 
to Parliament for bills, to eticounter and degrade. 
their profeffion. 


_He, thinks that. furgeons were not meant to;be 
comprehended in, the act; otherwi, that the. 
expreffions, . arty. {cience, profeffion,. or faculty, 
would. have been annexed. ‘“ Then,” he {ays, 
eid f2 “ the 
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“the profeffors of furgery, and: the membersof 
** the commonalty of the art and fcience of furgeons 
“ of London, whov had ferved: in ‘his 'Majefty’s 
“army or navy, would indifputably have come 
“ander the defetiption inthe a.” This & a 

mighty conceffion. By the fame kindof logic 
hé may be able to prove in time, that the Lord 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen may acquire: the 
right of fettling as citizens of London, and of ex- 
Sek oil their feveral arts, fciences, profeffie tons, 
faculties, and trades, by ferving as officers, ma- 
riners, or foldiers, in the land or fea fervice, for 


th f 


> 
a] 


a fufficient length of time. Te ae ay Cae 


“PH title Of the ‘Commonalty of the Compan i ‘te 
fettle within she precincts of the’ juri diction of the 
Company, isindifputable + But furely thé Legif~ 
lature, when it held out a bounty t6"éndourage 
perions of all denominations to ferve their coun- 
try in a military capacity, did ‘Hot meat to’ offer 
fach' an’ “indignity to officers, who ate ‘exprefily’ 
included in the a&, as to grant them ‘the liberty’ | 

of fettling in @ /rade, and refute them the pri- 
vilege’ of purfuing a profeffion, ao to os. 
rank and abilities. : 


~The author of The Dreffing for Lord Thurlow 
afferts, {hat one intention ‘of the Surgeons” bil 
was to grant ‘the navy furgeons a: final’ and 


lafling recompente, and a domettic fettlement: 
; | ‘This 
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This author thinks Government had ‘no fuch be2 
nevolent intention’ in the a@ above alluded to: 
but meant to make a /utor ¢ medico;’ and to grant 
him no recompenfe, or domeftic hepa but in 
sie ogee LO Ole ed. POLITE 4 Gor 


Our duthor is ‘fo' liberal as to‘allow, that Jjur- 
_ geons who have for a certain ‘time ferved their 
King and Country, ought to be permitted to 
fettle where they pleafe. » But he cannot affent 
to» granting the fame liberty to -/urgeon’s mates, 
without a fcrutiny: a difiin@ion which well 
deferves the attention of the Legiflature. fi 


He informs us, that the prohibitory bye-law 
_ was approved at different times by the great law- 
lords, among whom he mentions Lord Thurlow. 
That noble Lord has been convinced of his error, 
and retracted it. 1 hope the framers of the late 
bill will retract their errors alfo; and that what 
reflects honour on one, who added dignity to the 
character of Lord High Chancellor of Great Bri- 
-tain, will not be thought eh faa to the dig- 


ae of a ail Sac 


One obfervation naturally arifes out of this 
fubject ; which is, that if a Hardwicke, a Lee, 
a Willes, a Thurlow, a Mansfield, and a 
Loughborough, have given an erroneous opi- 
nion, the bufinefs is too important, and too in- 
! . Shy ale tricate,. 
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tricate, to admit any juftification, of thé conduct 
of thofe, who introduced. it into Parliament in a 
clandeftine. way, difguifed. it by falfe pretences, 
conducted it, through: its, different: ftagesin a fur- 
reptitious manner, employed evéry\fpeciés, of 
mifreprefentation, and on all occafions ‘made ufe 
of every dirty manceuvre; in vorder to take the 
Legiflature, by, furprife. . If the greateft oracles, 
and brighteft luminaries.of this age) and. nation, 
have. proved, themfelves om this occafion: ta’ be 
but. fallible men, what a ferious’ admonitions 
this to' the members of the Legiflaturein general, 
not precipitately to\form a decifive opinionyupon 
the queftion ! 
Enh penne pn ae a salteat aie 
eit ae, ret inp wm the learned au- 
‘at off the. Addrefs to,Surgeons,, an addrefs des 
figned jto, vindicate, the honour of the profeftion; 
not to, tranfcribe, one paffage more) from ‘his 
elaborate, work.. Speaking of Lord Thurlow, ; he 
fays,, -°f : However that may.be, -his,Lordfhip’s @4- 
i < templs.t to, place .the fur geons of, the, nayy.and 
‘¢ army under, the protection, of the 3djand 24th 
‘‘ of his prefent Majetty, is an abfolute contra. 
« diction to the Aye-/aws, which his Lordfhip 
« folemnly approved in, his. high legal icharaCter 
“of Lord Chancellor of ,England,, that . ordains, 
“: in the ftrongeft exprefiions,”  &c. . It.is\a little 
remarkable that this gentleman fhould inveigh 
fo earnefily again{t enmities and. \comtentions; 
whofe 


~ 
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vi = @verfion’ to concord i is evident in wil 


page. « 63 - 1; oa | 5] 3 Gi i | 


ies helraot: e14 
He weer that ‘sefi6 phificiads and fur 
geons became ‘corporate bodies, no perfons of’ 
either’ of ‘thofe’ profeffions were permitted to’ 
practife, till their’ abilities "had been examined’ 
and ‘approved. This he confirms by citing a 
claufe of the a& of the 3d of Henry VIII. which. 
enatts, that “no perfon within the city of Lon- 
«don, nor within feven miles of the fame, take 
“upon him to exercife and occupy'as a phyfician’ 
‘< or furgeon, except he be firft examined and. 
“‘ approved.” Another clauife in this ftatute 
enacts, «* That no one fhall practife out of the 
‘“ city and precinct of feven miles, 7 any diocefe 
*€ of the realm, uniefs approved by the Bifhop of 
“ the diocefe, or, in his abfence, hisVicar-general, 
‘calling to their affiftance fuch perfons in the 
‘‘faid faculties, as their difcretion fhall think 
‘“ convenient.” By whatever means the arms of 
the law ate become fhortened, and thefe falutary 
' provifions, a dead letter, I truft the Legif- 
lators of the prefent day will venerate the wifdom : 
of our aniceftors, and like them liften to the call — 
of humanity ; ; aud fhow themfelves not lefs at- 
tentive to the happinefs and welfare of the na- 
tion, ki the as Spain of the ; age of Henry the s 
Highth: | eS 


¢ oan “L-2 Our 


(( 140; ), | 

Our author pathetically and. jufily declaims, 
againft fuffering ignorant perfons to fettle, and 
practife furgery, in any city or town in the 
kingdom, Oxford and Cambridge excepted: Nei- 
ther he, nor any other perfon, can allege any rea- 
Yon, why Oxford or Cambridge in particular 
fhould be exempt from the general carnage ; or 
why the meaneft. village in the kingdom fhould 
not be as much an object of legiflative protection _ 
as the metropolis itfelf. That fome general re- 
gulation may take place, in due feafon, to refeue 
mankind from the ravages of ignorance and em- 
piticifm, is a confummation devoutly to be 
wifhed; and that the human fpecies may not 
always continue to be the only game, allowed by 
law to. be killed, without either qual efitatton or 
licence. | 


In a poftfcript to this curious pamphlet we are 
told, that ‘‘juft as thefe theets were going to the 
** prefs, the author underftands that Reflections 
“© on the Surgeons’ bill 7s about publifhing. He 
‘thinks proper to. fay, that, he: is perfectly a 
‘* ftranger to the contents of the intended publi- 
‘‘ cation; and does not, at prefent, know the 
*¢ writer.” He reminds us by frequent examples 
of our unfortunate fale concord; and that there 
' is atime to be ad#ive inftead of paffi ive. But while | 
I wifh to do juftice to his merit, I cannot be- 
hd any great ewlogium on the confiftency of an 

author, 


({ 3aar.)j 

author, who fets out with: recommending. cool 
reafoning, and difclaims all farcaftic reflections | 
___ and fplenetic invectives;;then fets every part’ of 

{peech together by the ears ; and fills his book 
with bad language from one end to the other. I 
fear this is not the way,to refcue furgery from its 
prefent degraded flate, and to reftore it to its pri- 
mitive dignity. : 


I fhall clofe my obfervations on this perform-» 
_ ance, with a copy of remarks on ‘the Surgeons’ 
bill, publifhed while the bill was under the con- 
fideration of Parliament. This I fubjoin as a’ 
fupplement to the foregoing reflections : 


Nil acum reputans, fi quid fupereffet agendum. 


Remarks on the Bill for ere&ing the Corpo- 


ration of Surgeons of tad t into a 
College, Se, | 


THERE a at this time, pending in Parlia-. 
ment, an a¢t, in which the Company of Sur- 
geons are held out as the petitioners to render 
their Corporation collegiate, whilft not more — 
than twenty-one of five hundred exifting mem- — 
bers of that Corporation have been confulted on 
its expediency or contents, and eleven only have . 
petitioned for it. It is intended, by this act, to 
confirm 


(( 42°) 
confirm to thefe twenty-one perfons, who are to” 
be called Counfellors, (nineteen of whom are, ‘in’ 
faid'a@, already nominated,) a dominion for life’ 
over all the furgeons in London, and ‘its vicinity, 
for ten miles round, together with the exclufive’ 


power of electing to’ vacanicies’ in their own’ 
body... ©: fier OP be 


The act therefore delegates, to thefe twenty- 
one Counfellors, the uncontrolled management 
and: expendittife of the revenues of this ‘extenfive 
and, increafing Corporation. But theré is not a 
member upon their lifts; who has not already, 
equally with themfelves, contributed to augment 
thofe revenues; nor can any man, in future, be 
admitted a member among them, but he muft 
likewife contribute a prompt, arbitrary fine, and 
an annual fubfcription, to fupport the finances 
of .this College*... Every member muft, like 
themfelves, have undergone the eftablifhed ex- 
amination, touching his profeffional fitnefs. He 
becomes, from the moment he is admitted, as 
wnequivocally entitled, as themfelves, to all the 
privileges of his profeflion; but, from the ope- 
ration of the bill m queftion, he muft owe, to 
the partial, favour,alone of thefe felf-nominated 
Countellors, the attainment of that rank and in- > 


J 
* This point ‘has heen given vp for the prefent ; i in conte 
quence of the ine to the bill, 


fluence, 


@€ 
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Sages ‘to which long experience and instaiibid 
ar Siould give the only claim. | 


nba jes iventy, one Counfellors petition, x more- 
ito, berclocied eae dae sata Did, Ge Clee 
of making and altering, or abrogating, at plea- 
fare, all collegiate ordinances,» for the profef- 
fional government ‘and direction of’ the body at 


large, who°muft be, therefore;:bound to the 


HAC Obfervance of fuch’ ordinances, without the 
privilege of conibating, ot in any Wway’ refifting 
them, however: partial, unjutt, or. cpptleftivel 
and, excépt from’ their penal operation, théy have 
not even the meanis of becoming’ acquainted with 
their’ nee, hed or extent! tilt to earteis0d 
“Te it probable a it tac ein legally 
invefted with fuch arbitrary power, will confult 
the public welfate, i in oppofition to the fitong i in- 
terefts arifing from. confanguinity and patronage? 
Ts it not more probable that the fons or relatives 


of thefé Counfellors,’ or ‘theif apprentices, from 


whom they’ may receive preminms ‘proportionably 


Aigh, ‘will’ be preferred,—to’ the’ neglect of older 


and wifer menj——to- the neglect 6F ‘meh Of emi- 


nent literary’ character, —or ‘of men’ whe may 


probably have fuftained all'the ravages of cli- 
mate, and all the dangets of war, ‘in the fervice 
of their country, as army or navy furgeons? Can- 

it 
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at be juft to eftablith’an hereditary or adoptive 
fucceflion, in a College, which fhould difcoun- 
tenance and oppofe every principle refirictive 
of the liberal advancement of an ‘art, the moft 


infirimental ie ‘the eeroney and Fk chile ‘of 
Tife ily 


“Had there neistebioent diregted their sicokent 
to the, learned Colleges in ,any-part .of Europe, 
-they,could, {carcely’ have found jany.one poffeft, of 
the: arbitrary power, which they are endeavouring : 
tojobtain,; whilft from every quarter they might 
have drawn examples of far more liberal conduc. 

Might they not-haye found examples. in the elec- 
tion ofithe councils. of the Royal and Antiquary 
Societies of this kingdom, than which no incor- 
porations can be conducted with greater dignity, 
nor with more general fatisfaction ? . 


If, indeed, it were practicable for a few ‘men 
to, monopolize profeffional talents, learning, in- 
dufiry,, and. experience, it might, perhaps, be 
wife to cftablifh a College, from which fhould 
be diffufed, for the general benefit of mankind, 
the. tefult of their. deliberations. But) the men, 
who are, now petitioning for collegiate privileges, 
haye given,to the world no proofs that they have 
cultivated, profeffional. fcience , with, greater in- 
dufiry or facets, than. many others of the Corpg- 

OD Garosanh yyatt 10 tan ration, 
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ration, who are totally excluded from this in- 
tended College. ‘That the art of furgery has been 
much improved, during the laft thirty years, 
. cannot be difputed 7 the improvements, however, 
have not originated in them particularly, but 
have, in many inftances, been oppofed and in- 
terrupted by men invefted with powers fimilar 
to thofe, which they now petition for; and, we 
doubt not but it muft be evident, that the dimi- 
nifhing the chances of profeffional promotion, at 
the very period of human hiftory, when all the 
fources of fcience are multiplied and expanded, 
is peculiarly illiberal, and injurious to mankind. 
Such a plan can only arife in minds too narrow 
to confult the public good, when placed in oppo- 
fition to the love of power or pecuniary emolu- 
ment. We have the fulleft confidence, there- 
fore, that an attempt fo derogatory to juftice, 
merit, and {cience at large, as that now in- . 
troduced by the bill in queftion, will never be 
countenanced. 


U Remarks 
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Remarks on Mr, Cunvarier’s Defence. of 
the Surgeons? Bill, 


HAVING delayed the publication of the fore- 
going ftrictures, for reafons ‘not neceflary to be 
fpecified here, I have had an opportunity of pe- 
rufing a third defence of the Surgeons’ bill, writ- 
ten by Mr. Chevalier. 


Mr. C. tells his readers, that * the bill which 
“was brought into Parliament during the laft 
** feffion, for erecting the Corporation of Sur- 
© seons of London into a College, has been fo 
“ much mifreprefented by its opponents, that it 
“is neceffary to {tate to the public the occafion ~ 
** of its introduction, and the purpofes it was In- 
“ tended to anfiver.” 


Whether Mr. C. is able to prove his affertion, 
we fhall fee hereafter: but it is a charge which 
has been brought with too much reafon, and ef- 
tablifhed too clearly, againft the friends and ad- 
herents of the late bill; a charge which comes 
with an ill grace from Mr. Chevalier, the firft 
fentence of whofe book contains a grofs Ea 
fentation. 


Tn 
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In an advertifement prefixed to the work he 
informs us, that he attended the meeting at the 
Crown and Anchor, on the 8th of May,, to con- 
fider of the propriety of oppofing the Surgeons’ 
bill: but being foon convinced, that the objec- 
tions made againft it were of no force, he 
thought it his duty at the next meeting, two 
days after, to fiate his view of the queftion. 
He adds, that fome gentlemen prefent agreed 
with him; but a greater number did not. . This 
determined him to inquire more fully into the 
fubje%; and to publifh the refult of his in- 
quiries; in order to remove the miftakes which 
had arifen concerning the bill. 


Daring the whole progrefs of the oppofition to 
the bill, Mr. C. acted a confpicuous part. After 
{peaking againft the bill, fubfcribing towards the 

— expenfe of oppofing it, affifiing in drawing up, 
and figning the petition againft it, he fuddenly 
veered about, and figned the counter-declaration, 
From that time he daily attended the progrefs 
of the bill, in the Houfe of Lords; and was one 
of its moft zealous partifans. Sometimes he 
acted as the /ocum-tenens of the clerk’s clerk, and 
kept the purple bag. At other times he ftood 

by the principal framer of the bill, like a re- 
ceiver, placed there to catch whatever dropt from 
him ; and it muft be confeffed, he has caught a 
Ua good 
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good deal of his /pirit ;—a_/pirit which fiands in 


need of RECTIFICATION. 


Whether his converfion was real or pre- 
tended, is not material to the public: I fhall 
therefore confider what he has advanced: in fup- 
port of the bill; only premifing, that he is 
guilty of mifreprefentation, when he pretends, 
that he foon perceived the objections made againft 
the bill were of no force. It muft be rathera 
new occurrence in the annals of Parliament, for 
a man to befeech the Legiflature not to lften to 
his own petition, and to blow hot and cold at > 
the fame time, with the fame mouth. 


Mr. C. is an apothecary, as well as a furgeon, 
and as the rights of furgeons practifing pharmacy 
have been invaded by the Court of Affiftants, he - 
may be fuppofed, in the part which he has taken, 
to have facrificed his own intereft. But before 
that point can be determined, it is neceflary to 
afcertain, what are his hopes as an apothecary, 
and what his pretenfions as a furgeon. By flat- 
tering thofe, who could recommend or injure 
him as an apothecary, he may poflibly promote 
his own private advantage ; and as all furgeons 
prefcribe, his book may fave him the trouble and 
expenfe of writing in his window, Preferiptions 


faithfully prepara here. 
et) 
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_ Many members of the Corporation confefs, that 
they had but little chance of rifing in furgery ; 
and that they figned the counter-declaration to 
oblige Mr. or Mr. -— 
bufinefs is much connected: thus acknowledging 
_ themfelves to be mean fycophants and depend- 
ants. Were ftri@ inquiry made, it ts probable it 
might appear evident, that a certain gentleman, 
who would fain be thought difinterefted, ba- 


» with whom their 


lanced in his own mind his pharmaceutical againft 
his chirurgical hopes, (fatis contraria fata repen- 
dens), and that his chirurgical hopes kicked the 
beam. But perhaps it may be deemed illiberal, 
to fuppofe he would facrifice to his new divinities 
what coft him nothing. 


Mr. C, hazards a number of bold affertions, 
and difplays a confiderable degree of quixotifm, 
in defence of the Surgeons’ bill. He feems ap- 
prehenfive left it fhould be imagined, that the 
age of chivalry is gone, and the glory of the Sur- 
geons’ Company extinguifhed for ever. 


From his verfatility he bears much lefs re- 
femblance to the renowned Chevalier of Spain, 
than to his antagonift the windmill. If his de- 
fence is not the moft able, I hope it will prove a 
cheap one, ‘Yet notwithftanding his fulfome 

adulation, if the friends of the bill know their 
} -own 
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own intereft, they sill not thank the authors of 
fuch vindications, but exclaim : 


Their gifts are more deftructive than their {words, 


The objet of this book is, to recommend the 
bill to the Legiflature and to the public. With 
this intention he examines into the antiquity of 
the eftablifhment of furgery, in this and other 
countries, and proves that in gencral it has not 
been refpectéd as it ought to be; having been 
praGtifed by the fervants of water-dotors, while 
it was thought unworthy to be followed by the 
mafters of that honourable occupation: and 
having been affociated in corporations with the 


meaneft of ttades. 
| 


As a proof of the high confideration in which 
the profeffion was held, he gives us to under- 
ftand, that when the monks in France were for- 
bidden to leave their cloifters, and vifit patients, 
they turned water-doctors, and fent their fer- 
vants abroad to fhave, and do other manual 
operations. Hence it is no wonder he allows 
furgery a fuperiority over pharmacy ; and thinks 
himéeif, and other praétitioners of pharmacy, 
unworthy to enter the /an&éum fanctorum. in a 
Surgeons’ College. Apothecaries’ Hall ought 
to be the higheft pinnacle of his ambition: 


Tila fe jactet in aula. . 


Havirg 


Having deduced the profeffion from a. moft 
refpectable fource, and having moreover proved, 
that the practitioners of that art were not admit- 
ted to academical honours, nor even thought 
worthy of being members’ of the univerfity of 
Paris, he proves that in England it was difgraced 
fill more, by an ac of parliament which or- 
dained, that'furgeons fhould frequently affemble 
with all the motley crew of the Barber-Sur- 
geons’ Company, confifting of barbers, bagnio- 
keepers, drapers, carpenters, 


Black f{pirits,and white, 
Blue {pirits. and grey, 


*« for the purpofe of improving the art, both in [pe 


é¢ * culation, and iy aclice.” 


* Having thus afferted the illuftrious defcent of 
the Corporation, he expreffes his aftonifhment, 
that Lord Tharlow and others fhould fpeak’ of 
its ‘Origin in difrefpectful terms. With regard to 
the fcience itfelf, its honours are eternal as the 
heavens ; and can never be diminifl hed, ora aug- 
mented by the breat! h of mortal fame: but it ill 
becomes a Corporation to boafi of its dignity, 
when it is but jut wohde from barberifia. 


After bringing forward fafficient evidence. to 
prove, that the profefiion has too ofien been dif- 
honoured and difgraced, Mr. C. produces a few 

, | inflances | 
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infiances of its having been fometimes properly 
refpected. But of what advantage are fuch wi 
ments ? | 


Non tali auxilio, neque defenforibus iftis, 
Tempus eget. 


A rofe is not the lefs fweet, and ought hot to 
be the lefs efteemed, becaufe it fprung from a 
dunghill: and, I truft, our fenators are fo far 
from wanting examples, to urge them to pay due 
honours to that divine art, that they would 
glory in being the firft, who placed it on its 
proper level, and laid the foundations of its great- 
nefs. 


The advocates for the Surgeons’ bill are of- 
fended with thofe, who allude to the humble 
origin of the Corporation. It was done witha 
view to check pride, and mortify vanity. One 
of the apologifts for that bill compares the pro- 
feflion to the Nile; which, from fmall begin- 
nings, at length {wells into a mighty river. The 
parallel is, indeed, too exact. The fimile runs 
upon all-fours. Surgery, according to its pre- 
fent eftablifhment in this country, not only re- 
fembles the Nile in the fmallnefs of its fource, 
but in producing many a half-formed animal, 
_and many a brainlefs monfter. It flows ina va- 


riety of ftreams; and as it flows, too oft, alas! 
at 
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it {fpreads a peftilence, difpenfes death, and fat- 
tens the land. : 


According to Bruce, the Nile rifes in Abyffi- 
nia ; according to the author of the Dreffing for 
Lord Thurlow, many a furgeon, approved by the 
Court of Examiners, appears to derive his learn- 
ing from the fame fource. _ 


Mr. C. feems to think, that fhaving the head 
was formerly confidered as a capital operation ; 
and barbers and furgeons as chips of the fame 
block. Waving thus, as a furgeon, jealous of 
the honour of his profeffion, afferted the dignity 
of its origin, without the leaft inconfiftency he 
tries to depreciate the other branches of the me- 
dical art. He talks of the zferior branches of 
practice ; and takes care to let us know, that fur- 
gery was eftablifhed in England by authority, 
fifty-nine years before phyfic. | 


- Neverthelefs, he does not abfolutely decide, 
whether phyfic or furgery deferves the preference ; 
but by affirming that many of the difcoveries and 
improvements in phyfic. have been owing to 
mere accident, while moft of the improvements 
in furgery have originated in reafoning 2 prioz7, 
and by quoting Celfus, to prove that the effects 
of furgery are more evident than thofe of any 


other branch of the healing art, he plainly infi- 
; nuates, 
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nuates, that furgery is entitled to fuperior ho- 
nours. For this the College of Phyficians will 
thank him. | 


But there is reafon to believe, that he makes 
ufe of the expreffion inferior branches of prac- 
tice, in conformity with his grand defign; in 
compliment to the mere furgeon, and in fupport 
of the Surgeons’ bill. By that expreffion there- 
fore we. muft underftand pharmacy; and not 
only pharmacy, but midwifery alfo. For this the 
whole human race, and efpecially the fair fex, 
will thank him. 


Mr. C. mentions, among other reafons for ap- 
plying to Parliament for a new act, that the 
Hall occupied by the Company was in want of 
repair; and that if the Company repaired it, ad- 
vantage would be taken of it at the expiration of 
the leafe, which has only’ fifty-five years to run. 
This obfervation deferves no anfwer. If Mr. C. 
reafoned no better at the Crown and Anchor, it 
is no wonder he made fo few converts. 


Mr. C. confeffes, that in addition to 5,500/. 
the fum given for the new houfe, an expenfe of 
- 8002. will be incurred by the alterations neceffary 
fora library, theatre, and diffefing-room. This 
1s a very convenient way to lighten a purfe that is 
too heavy. : : 

After 


(Gs: D 

After ftating the defign of the bill; Mr. C. ex- 
prefles his opinion that the Legiflature which 
refufed to fandtion it before, will. not.refufe to 
fanction it at their next meeting. He has heard, 
we prefume, that fenators, are fallible men like 
himfelf; and therefore concludes, that, like him- 
felf, they cannot continue of the fame mind on 


two fucceffive meetings. 
bd 


Mr. C, as well as others, had ay vahlaes 
againit the bill; but fs complaint was, of the 
ephemeral kind. It is thought by fome, that as 
the guaking-fit was fo fhort and {fo violent, the 
diforder was an ague ; and that it, was cured by. 
the ufual fpecific ; as they faw a little of the Je- 
Suits LZ incture about. his lips. . 


Mr. C. informs us, fata in nae propofed bill, 
the names of the officers of the Company, were 
to, be changed; but . their power,was to remain 
exactly, eh fames, This is an unguarded | aifer- 
tion, in a perfon who attended the progrefs of 
the bill i in Parliament, and mutt know, that Bee 
fides other acceffions of power, their power of 
levying contributions was to be extended from 
feven to ten miles, and over all army and navy 
furgeons, 


rich then tells us, ie was ead to fubftitute 
in its ftead, a fpeculative | and untried {fcheme ;. 
We: Ae for- 
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forgetting, that the bill was planned in the very 
fpirit of innovation; and that its opponents 
were urged to a refiftance of it by a fenfe of paft 
injuries, and a dread of their accumulation, if 
the bill fhould pafs into a law. 


He next endeavours to fhow the propriety of 
our enjoying the honour that has been folicited. 
Gentlemen who practife pharmacy, muft have a 
firange idea of honour, who with to aggrandize 
thofe who, from illiberal motives, exclude them 
from a participation of that honour. They 
muft have a ftrange idea of honour, who wifh to 
{well the pride and power of men, who have 
long trampled them under foot. They muft 
have a ftrange idea of honour, who wifh to en- 
joy the honour of being treated with contempt. 
By feeling fo much intereft in honours, not likely 
to fall to Ais fhare, Mr. C. reminds us of an afs 
carrying achimney-fweeper on a May-day ; who 
thinks himfelf honoured by the baftinado, be- 
caufe his mafter is bedaubed with Dutch metal ; 
and goes jogging on through the mire, exulting 
in his happy lot, and frifking his tail in tri- 
diniph, NMR IERBI NTS =" ere 7 


In order to fhow the propriety of our enjoying 
the aforefaid honour, Mr. C. propofes to enter a 
little into the hiftory of the Company s 5 and 
briefly to confider what turgery'} is,’ and what pro- 

grels 
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grefs it has made. This he thinks the more ne- 
ceffary, on account of the remarks made by Lord 
Thurlow, in the laft feffion of Parliament. 


He jufily obferves, that “ itis the object of a 
‘© fcience, and not the ftate of it, from which 
“¢ we are to eftimate its importance. ‘The latter 


ey 


‘* depends on a variety of circumftances, which 
** are fubject to great uncertainty. The fpirit of 
“« the times, and the patronage of the public, 
«© muft concur with the genius and induftry of 
*¢ individuals, or few advances can be made in 
“* a profeffion like furgery; which, however 
** contemptible it may appear to thofe who do 
‘‘ not underftand it, opens on every path of 
* human inguiry; and calls for the clofe and 
<< perfevering reflection of a vigorous and com- 
‘¢ prehenfive mind.” 


ny 


He remarks, that both furgery and phyfic 
were formerly practifedin France by priefts : and 
that when the priefis were forbidden to leave their 
convents and vifit patients, they were confulted 
at home. He tells us, that the fervants or 
friends of the fick ufed to carry their urine and 
‘other excrements to them, with as good an ac- 
count as they could give of the indifpofition. 
We cannot read this without recollecting, what 
excrements were carried before our own divines, 
during the laft feffion of Parliament, in the form 


of 


ea 

of a Surgeons’ bill ; and what erroneous and con- 
tradictory accounts were given by the bearers, 
concerning thofe who had voided them: fome 
thinking them dormant, others on the verge of 
diffolution, others defun&t. The public in ge- 
neral were of opinion, that the. bufinefs was 
brought forward in a moft indecent manner. 


He tells us, that.the clergy occafionally inter- 
meddled with the practice of furgery, till at 
length, by two decrees of the Popes, it was for- 
mally {eparated from phyfic; the priefts were 
forbidden to practife it; and the Univerfity of 
Paris refufed to admit any ftudent into the fa- 
culty of medicine, who did not abjure it. Thus 
it appears, that the feparation of thofe two arts, 
between which there is fuch a natural affinity, 
proceeded from Popifh ignorance and fuper- 
ftition. 


Mr. C. informs us, that a better and more juft 
opinion of furgeons, feems to have been en- 
tertained at Vienna than at Paris; and as a 
proof of if, cites a claufe from the ftatute of the 
Emperor Frederick IH. the founder of the academy 
at Vienna, by which the fchool of Salernum ob- 
tained the power of granting degrees in medicine, 
about the middle of the thirteenth century. It 
is as follows: Salubri etiam conftitutione fancimus, 
ut nullus chirurgicus ad prachicam admittatur, nifi 

teftimo- 
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sefimoniales literas afferat magifirorum in medici- 
nah facultate legentium; quod per annum faltem in ea 
parte medicine fluduerit, quce chirurgie inftruit 
facultatem ; et prefertin anatomiam humanorum 
corporum in Jcholis didicerit, et fit in ea parte me- 
dicine perfectus, fine qua nec incifiones falubriter 
Siert poterunt, nec frada curari. Bulei Hitt. Univ. 
Par. tom. iit. p. 158. : 


The world is obliged to Mr.C. for this quota- 
tion, It deferves to be interwoven with the body 
of his work; and not caft down into the notes, 
like refufe matter. It is of more value than all 
the bye-laws ever pafled at Surgeons’ Hall. Its 
language is fuch, as would not difgrace the 
Auguftan age. Its humane intention, and en- 
lightened policy, would have done honour to 
Solon or Lycurgus. Yet this is the production 
of the thirteenth century. Let the eighteenth 
century, which calls the thirteenth a barbarous 
age; the eighteenth century, which leaves man- 
kind miferable vidims to every defpicable pre- 
tender, read this—and blufh! 


By this wife and falutary regulation it was or- 
dained, that no perfon fhould be admitted to the 
practice of furgery, who did not bring tefiimo- 
nials from the profeffors, of his having ftudied 
that branch of the healing art, and efpecially 
anatomy, for one year at leaft. Modern times ; 

are 
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are more polite, and require no teftimonials. 
There are many men admitted at Surgeons’ Hall, 
who could not produce any teftimonial of their 
fiudy: they could as foon produce a receipt for 
_ the philofopher’s frone. Atk them what is the prac- 
tice of hofpitals, and you might as well afk them 
about the practice of terra incognita: Adk them, 
why a procefs of the fcapula is called acromion ? 
«© An’ they tell you that, they'll ne’er look you 
*‘ in the face again. It would be Greek to 
“¢ them, 


If it is afked, why members are admitted into 
the Corporation with fuch facility ? the follow- 
ing anecdote may ferve as an anfwer. A perfon 
was examined for the office of furgeon’s-mate, 
and rejected. Soon after he offered himfelf as 
candidate for the diploma, and was accepted. 
The firft time he went with one guinea in hand; 
the laft with many. When he angled for a 
matefhip, his hook was almoft bare; when he 
angled for the diploma, it was well-baited. 


Purfuing the thread of his hiftory of furgery, 
Mr. C. acquaints us, ‘‘ that in the year 1311, an 
© edict was publifhed in France, obliging all 
‘¢ furgeons to pafs examinations, and to punith 
‘ fuch as practifed withouta licence. A college 
¢ was eftablifhed ; and Charles V. while regent, 
‘ enrolled his name among the lift of its mem- 

“© bers ; 
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** bers; as did his fucceffor, Louis XIII. in 
** 1615, the year after he was declared of age by 
“« the regent.” Thus it appears, that the {cience 
has heretofore been thought worthy, as I truft it 
ever will, of every honour which kings them- 
felves can befiow. 


In the ninth year of the reign of Henry the 
Fifth, an act of Parliament pafled in England, to 
punith thofe who pra¢tifed furgery without being 
approved by mafters ofthe art. But Mr. C. ob- 
ferves, that the furgeons of London did not ap- 
ply fora patent of incorporation till the reign 
of Edward the Fourth. : 


.He ftates, that while beards were worn, 
fhaving was an operation very rarely performed, 
and was actually confidered as the bufinefs of a 
furgeon; being feldom needed, except in cafes 
of fome accident which made it neceflary to re- 
move the hair from the injured part ; or of thofe 
difeafes in which confiderable relief was expected 
from fhaving the head, and making certain ap- 
plications immediately to it. There is reafon to 
believe, that prior to the reception of the faculty 
of medicine into the Univerfity of Paris, this was 
frequently performed by the clergy; afterwards 
by fargeons ; and it was fhortly confined to the 
lower clafs of them. | 

¥ The 
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The barbers of London, Mr. C. remarks, were. 
incorporated as furgeons, by Edward IV. in 
1461; and as /urgeons, and in no other capacity, 
they obtained their charter from that prince. 
This was the firft incorporation ever eftablifhed in. 
_ Great Britain, for the regulation of any branch 

of the medical profeffion : being erected fifty-nine 
‘years before the College of Phyficians. By this 
‘charter, power was given to the governors, to 
punifh unlicenfed practitioners by fines, forfeit- 
ures, and imprifonments. 


Mr. C. afferts, that, ‘* befides other caufes 
** why furgery was of lefs importance than now, ~ 
<¢ lawlefs love had not engendered that fatal 
«¢ poifon, which has fince overfpread fo many 
** thoufands of her votaries with rottennefs and 
« mifery.’ ‘That lawlefs love engendered this 
poifon, is, indeed, a vulgar notion; but we — 
could not have expected it to be adopted by any 
profeffional man of the prefent day; efpecially 
by a member of the Corporation of Surgeons of 
London,—by the champion of the Court of 
Examiners,—by one who thinks the Corporation 
worthy of collegiate honours. The Court of 
Examiners have been cenfured for excluding 
apothecaries from their Court: I hope Mr. C. 
who is an apothecary, will be a little more cau- ~ 
tious, left he fhould furnifh them with a juftifi- 

cation © 
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cation for excluding apothecaries not only from 
the Court, but alfo from the Corporation. 


If lawlefs love could engender that poifon, 
the natives of the iflands in the South Sea would 
have engendered it by their promifcuous amours; 
and not have been beholden to Europeans for 
that favour. Let me advife Mr. Chevalier, be- 
fore he goes forth again, as the knight-errant of 
the petty-tyrants of a Corporation, asthe dictator 
of the fenate, and as the oracle of wifdom, to 
learn a little of the rudiments of his own pro- 
feffion : 7 my 


He tibi erunt artes. 


Mr. C. informs us, that the barbers and fur- 
geons of Edinburgh were incorporated in 1505. 
The act of Parliament to prevent phyficians or 
furgeons from practifing in England, without an 
examination and licence, was enacted in 1512, 
We have the authority of Sir Thomas More, 
Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, for af- 
firming, that at this period, his infernal Majefty 
had plenty of barber-furgeons in his dominions, 
This information may be ufeful to Mr. C. againt 
he publithes another edition of his works; in or- _ 
der to make his hiftory of furgery complete. 


He informs us, that ‘‘ the Royal Academy of 
** Surgery at Paris was inftituted by Louis XV. 
Be erat) 
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© in 1731. The number of furgeons in the 
** Company of Barber-Surgeons of London, at 
‘** the time of their feparation, was 114.” It is 
difficult to difcover the utility of the different 
publications in defence of the Surgeons’ bill, 
unlefs it be, the humbling the pride of the mem- 
bers of the Corporation, by reminding them of 
diferaceful connexions. 


After paying feveral handfome and well-me- 
rited encomiums to fome of thofe furgeons, who 
by their joint labours have advanced the {cience 
to its prefent ftate in this kingdom, Mr. C. ex- 
claims, “ Who would have thought that Lon- 
** don, the centre of this favoured kingdom, 
** where furgery has been cultivated with fuch 
‘* eminent advantage to mankind, fhould have 
«* been marked out as the precife fpot, where 
‘< its profeflors muft be held up to mockery and 
© derifion ?” 


While I cheerfully join with Mr. C. in vin- 
dicating the honour of furgery, and in beftowing 
a juft tribute of applaufe on a Chefelden, a Sharp, 
a Pott, a Hawkins, a Bromfield, and thofe 
twin-ftars, the Hunters, I by no means agree 
with him, that the Legiflature would have been 
juftified in fanctioning the late Surgeons’ bill, 
even if thofe bright luminaries had arifen again 
in one conftellation, to folicit fuch a meafure. I 

truft 
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truft its narrow, felfifh, and illiberal policy, its 
tyrannical fpirit, and its pernicious tendency, 
have been fufficiently expofed. Of this its 
friends feem confcious; or they would not make 
the prefs groan, fora third time, with unanfwered 
remarks; nor rake into the afhes of the illuf 
trious dead; nor introduce their names, to fup- 
port a drooping caufe. 


Mr. C. and the other friends of the bill, 
ought to recollect, that the oppofition to that 
bill arofe, not from an objection to the Society’s 
enjoying collegiate honours, but to a felf-elected 
junto’s exercifing a defpotic power. Mr. C. 
however endeavours to juftify the whole bill; 
and feems to think that the members at large 
ought to be bound.down with adamantine chains 
to perpetual flavery. His fentiments are conge- 
nial with thofe of the planters of Saint Domingo; 
who, when their agent in London had afferted, 
that “‘ the public mind of the nation feems in- 
‘* clined to acknowledge, that the continuation 
‘< of flavery is odious and ufelefs,” publifhed an 
advertifement in the London papers, to the fol- 
lowing effect—< The inhabitants, jufily ap- 
*< prehending, that a longer filence on their part 
<< refpecting fuch dangerous doéfrines, might be 
** conftrued into an implicit avowal of them, 
‘* and alarmed at the impreffions which their not 
* noticing them might give rife to, in confe- 

** quence 
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«¢ quence of the confidence of which Mr. Ma- 
“* Jouet avails himfelf, are now eager to ftep for- 
«© ward, to difavow them, and in order more 
“¢ formally to do fo,” &c. Should the Surgeons’ 
bill again experience the fame fate, as I truft it 
will, it may be fent to Saint Domingo. It is an 
exotic, and not likely to flourifh in our foil. 


Mr. C. tells us, that the focieties of furgeons 
in Edinburgh and Dublin have been incorporated 
as colleges, without any hefitation. What does 
this prove? That our Legiflators were ready to 
confer a juft rank on the liberal profeffors of the 
{cience ; while they rejected with indignation, 
the felf-interefted propofals of an odious and un- 
juft ufurpation and monopoly. 


Mr. C. tells us, that it is impoffible to main- 
tain the vigour and perfection. of any {fcience, 
without holding out encouragements for men of 
talents and property to devote themfelves to it; 
and that thefe encouragements are rank and for- 
tune; Mr. C. is right in ftating, that a man who 
devotes himfelf to furgery, fhould have good pro- 
perty as well as talents. But it will be very 
little confolation to fuch a man to know, that at 
prefent no encouragements are held out to him 
in this kingdom, to devote his talents to that {ci- 
ence. Whatever beneficent defigns the Legifla- 
ture has formerly entertained, whatever fchemes 

it 
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it has. planned for the promotion of the art, its 
favour has been diverted from its proper channel 
by the domineering few, and abforbed in their 
own vortex. 


It is well known, that no incitements are held 
forth, no rewards are offered, no remuneration 
as propofed, for men of talents and fortune, who 
exert thofe talents, and expend that fortune, in 
furgical inquiries. After wafting the flower of 
his youth, and a confiderable part of his fortune, 
in the acquifition of ufeful fcience, after a claf- 
fical education, and a patient and laborious 
refearch after profeffional knowledge, in books, 
in lectures, in anatomical purfuits, in the melan- 
choly abodes of the fick and lame, the dying and 
the dead,—after the dangerous and loathfome 
taik of diffecting putrid and infectious bodies,— 
he is not entitled to any prompt and adequate 
recompence for his attendance and fkill, like the 
phyfician; but, when the cure is performed, 
thinks himfelf fortunate if he is not totally de- 
frauded. A man of fmall fortune who has de- 
voted himfelf to this profeffion, may thank his 
fiars, if, after following the practice twenty 
years, he does not fit down poorer than he was 
when he begun. How unlike is this to the fate of 
thofe, who devote their talents to other learned 
profeffions ! 


But 
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But what marks out the furgeon as deftined to 
the moft fevere lot, and as the victim of peculiar 
vengeance, 1s, that he muft either fubmit to con- 
fume, not only his time, his labour, and perhaps 
his health, but alfo his fortune, in the fervice of 
the public, with a very precarious profpect of a 
juft return, Rank and fortune, and the patron- 
age of the public, are allowed by Mr. C. to be 
neceflary encouragements towards maintaining 
the vigour and perfection of the fcience. If a 
young furgeon, of moderate fortune and con- 
nexions, refrains from practifing pharmacy, 
he mutt ftarve: if he prattife pharmacy, 
he will forfeit all chance of preferment in the 
Corporation, and be degraded, for fupporting 
himielf in an honourable way, and rendering 
himfelf ufeful. Thus Mr. C. pleads for the ne- 
ceffity of the ufual encouragements, rank and 
fortune, for the felf-elected few; but denies 
thofe advantages to the members of the Corpora- 
tion at large. ‘They are doomed to {pend their 
fortune, or forfeit their rank, by a moft ini- 
> quitous and impolitic bye-law; which operates 
like a mildew ; checking the cultivation of their 
talents, blighting the fruits of their genius, dif- 
appointing all their expectations, and blafting 
all their hopes. 


In anfwer to thefe obfervaiions and arguments, 
Mr. C. may produce a few inflances of perfons 
2 edu- 
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educated in pharmacy, who have become emi- 
nent as furgeons. Let him look a little deeper 
than the furface, and he will fee, that they owe 
their rife to a furgeoncy purchafed in the Guards, 
or in an 4o/pital, to an acceflion of fortune, or to 
patronage : 


Haud facilé emergunt, quorum virtutibus obftat 
Res angufta domi. | 


Mr. C. tells us, that furgery and phyfic were 
always blended, in the praétice ‘of thofe famous 
men of old, feveral of whom were deified and 
adored by a people, ignorant, it is true, of reli- 
gion, but very well acquainted with the policy of 
nations: yet, with an unaccountable inconfiftency 
he gives his opinion, that however neceflary it 
may be, that fome furgeons in the military and 
naval departments, and in other fituations, 
fhould act in a twofold capacity, this is a necef- 
fity arifing from contingent circumftances, and 
not at all from the nature of the profeffion. | 
When we read fuch contradictory fentiments, 
we cannot help lamenting, that any circum- 
ftances fhould render it neceffary for Mr. Che- 
valier to act in a twofold capacity. It is rather 
unfortunate, when a perfon reduces us to fuch 
a dilemma, that we cannot acquit him of dupli- 
city, without bringing an impeachment againft 
his underftanding. 


Z | After 


ata 
- After obferving, that thofe who pradctifed 
phyfic and furgery in conjunétion, were deified 
and adored by a people well acquainted with the 
policy of nations, and after juftly ridiculing the 
doctrine maintained in the time of Queen Eliza- 
beth, that if a man had but a boil on his nofe, 
he muft have a furgeon to apply a plafter, a 
phyfician to order him a purge, and an apothe- 
cary to putitup; greatly ro THE RELIEF OF HIS 
POCKET, and the good*order of the profeffion, he 
contends, that ‘‘ the two branches ought to be 
‘© cultivated diftinétly in a large metropolis; 
** where the profeflors of each can be fully em- 
** ployed, and fufficiently rewarded.” This 
doctrine merits the grateful acknowledgments of 
every inhabitant of the metropolis ; as it will tend 


greatly to the relief of his pocket, and the good or- 
der of the profeffion. 


Thus Mr. C. recommends the feparation of the 
two branches in his book, but combines them in 
his practice. He is fo great an advocate for fe- 
vering the kindred arts, and knows fo much of 
the perfons to.whom we are indebted for im- 
provements in furgery as to affert, that the pro- 
{perity and improvement of the art depend im- 
mediately on thofe who cultivate it feparately, 
and alone. ‘Thus it appears, that little im- 
provement in the art is to be expected from Mr. 
Chevalier. as 

But 
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But the medical world in general have not fo 
foon forgotten the names of William Hunter, 
Hewfon, Monro, Cruikfhank, White, Kirkland, 
Gooch, Wilmer, and Bell. Thefe, and many 
others, who have united different branches of the 
profeffion, have, by their joint labours, by their — 
extenfive erudition, by their medical as well as 
chirurgical knowledge, improved the art at leaft 
as much as the prefent Court of Examiners, whom 
Mr. C. is inclined to deify and adore, as the a/pha 
and omega of the profeffion. 


The medical world in general have not for- 
gotten the name of Allanfon; to whom furgery 
is much more indebted for its improvement and 
profperity, than to the whole Court of Examiners 
put together. To him we are indebted for the 
practice of healing by the firft intention, in ca- 
pital operations. The value of this improve- 
ment, on account of the pain it prevents, and 
the lives it faves, is ineftimable. The flap-ope- 
ration for the leg, when performed after his 
manner, preferves the ufe of the knee, and fuch 
_ eafe in walking, that fome who have undergone 
that operation, declare, that when they walk, 
they forget they have loft their leg. 


This operation, fo important and fo beneficial, 
the gentlemen on whom alone Mr. C. fuppofes 
the improvement and profperity of: the art to de- 
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pend, were the laft to adopt. One of them at- 
tempted it in vain; and was obliged to finifh 
the bungling job by a fecond operation; and to 
facrifice the flap by the circular incifion. From 
that time he decried the operation; and, being a 
teacher of furgery, his opinion had extenfive in- 
fluence. Another of the furgeons, on whom, 
according to Mr. C. the improvement and pro- 
{perity of the art depend, when, converfing on the 
fubject, he betrayed ignorance of this improve- 
ment, was told he might fee it defcribed in 
Allanfon’s book on Amputation: to which he 
replied, with a degree of felf-fufficiency peculi- 
arly his own, ‘* I never read fuch books as 
“* thofe.” 


Mr. C. declares a knowledge of the theory of 
medicine to be the true foundation of good fur- 
gical practice: yet with an inconfiftency worthy 
of himfelf, affirms that the improvement. and 
profperity of the art depend immediately on thofe 
who cultivate it feparately and alone. Poflibly 
Mr. C. may forget, that the difcoveries of anato- 
mifis, and phyficians, the improvements in the 
theory and practice of phyfic, the difcovery of 
the lymphatics,- and of the circulation, which 
were not made by perfons who confined them- 
{elves to the practice of furgery, have had /ome 
finall frare in improving that art. Mr. C. thinks 
moft of the improvements in furgery have arifen 

from 
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from reafoning @ priort. Perhaps he thinks no 
man is capable of reafoning @ priori but a me- 
chanic. ; . 


Speaking of the ftate of furgery in this king- 
dom, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, Mr. C. 
tells us, that the furgeons, not only then, but 
fora long time after, were inattentive to that 
true foundation of good furgical practice, a 
knowledge of the theory of medicine; and this 
neglect led them to admit feveral, perhaps many, 
(rifum teneatis), into their number, who were 
extremely ignorant in that refpect, and who were 
merely acquainted with the general anatomy of 
the body, and the mechanical performance of 
fuch operations as were then in ufe. Alas! we 
have known too many admitted of late years, 
~who knew no more of anatomy than what they 
had learned from books, nor of the theory of me- 
dicine than what they had learned by weighing 
jalap, and pounding horfe-balls :—men who had 
neitherattended hofpitals or lectures, nor hadaclaf- 
fical education, nor been under the tuition of any 
furgeon, or even apothecary. ‘To fuch men we have 
known the lives of our brave feamen entrufled. 
To fuch men, as well as to men and women 
midwives, who in general are not examined, 
horrid to relate! have we known too many of 
the female fex, and their helplefs and innocent 
offspring, fall victims. This calls aloud for re- 
drefs. ae It 
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~ It is but juftice to remind our Legiflators, that 
there is no law now in force to prevent men or 
women from practifing midwifery without an 
examination. ‘The College of Phyficians have, 
indeed, inftituted a new order of practitioners, 
called licentiates in midwifery. Into this order 
they admit fuch as voluntarily offer themfelves, 
provided they pafs their examination. This cere- 
mony is rather too ridiculous to be paffed over 
‘ without fome animadverfion. Thofe who pro- 
fefs the practice, are examined by thofe who do 
not. 


This order of merit is faid to have been planned 
out of compliment to a very celebrated profeffor 
of the obftetrical art, by a phyfician equally ce- 
lebrated: and perhaps it is the only abfurd 
thing ever propofed by him.—What would our 
Englith Ariftophanes have faid, if he had feen 
Doétor Laft turned Examiner? Ne futor ultra 
crepidam. 


To heighten this farce, they refufe to examine 
_thofe who practife pharmacy, and to inveft them 
with this dignity. It is their place to fhow, that 
this diftinction is reconcilable to a regard for the 
public welfare; which ought to fuperfede all 
other confiderations; and that it is not the off- 
{pring of empty pride. Poffibly they were willing 
to keep the Court of Examiners of the Corpora- 

tion 
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tion of Surgeons in countenance. ‘‘ The Lord 
<¢ created medicines out of the earth ; wherefore 
“a wife man will not abhor them.” There is 
great reafon to believe, that this new order was 
propofed by partiality, adopted by inadvertence, _ 
and will be abolifhed by reflection. 


I can pofitively aver, that furgeons in general 
are not examined in medicine; which is, as Mr. 
C. juftly obferves, the true foundation, or rather 
an effential part of the true foundation, of good 
furgical practice. I have heard a gentleman, to 
whofe opinion, in general, I pay great deference, 
aflert, that. a good anatomift is a good furgeon, 
and that it had been fo determined by the Exa- 
miners of the Company : forgetting, that medical 
knowledge may frequently fuperfede the necef- 
fity of operations ; and that prevention is better 
than cure. Befides, without a proper knowledge 
of diagnoftics and prognoftics, a man cannot be 
qualified to recommend'an operation; and, with- 
out having feen practice, he cannot be qualified 
to perform it. » 


That improper members have been admitted, 
and military furgeons approved, by the Court of 
Examiners, is certain: but it is rather a delicate 
_ point for their defenders to touch on. I venture 
to affirm, that, making allowance for the im- 
proved ftate of the profeffion, more ignorant 

perfons _ 
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perfons have been licenfed to practife within the 
laft thirty years, than at any former period. 


A circumftance lately occurred, which proves 
how dangerous it is to fuffer fuch perfons to prac- 
tife. A furgeon who had paffed his examination 
at the Hall, was willing to prove his {kill in mid- 
wifery. After drenching his patient with wine, 
without producing any effect, but fever, he fent 
for a more experienced practitioner, whom he de- 
fired to bring his inftruments, as, he faid, no- 
thing elfe could be of ufe. Luckily he had not his 
own by him; otherwife the life of the patient 
would in all probability have been facrificed. 
The perfon who was called in foon perceived 
that infiruments were unneceflary; and that 
Nature was equal to the tafk. Could thofe who 
have it in their power to rectify this evil, be wit- 
neffes to one of thofe difirefling fcenes, where 
women in fuch a fituation have been mal-treated, 
the grievance would not long remain unredreffed. 
In the prefent inflance, in addition to the fpeci- 
men of ignorance already produced, the fame 
gentleman recommended fruit for his patient, a 
few hours after delivery ; and, a fhort time after, 
plenty of animal food and wine. Luckily, his 
advice was not followed. 


Another. member of the Corporation, being 
called to a» perfon labouring under a violent in- 
flammation. 
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flammation of the bowels, neither bled him nor 
directed a clyfler. It is fcarcely neceffary to 
add, that the patient fell a facrifice to his igno- 
rance; and left the widow and fatherlefs to de- 
plore the want of fome law in this country, to 
prevent miferable charlatans from committing 
their ravages with impunity. To neglect im- 
pofing fome falutary reftraint on fuch pretenders, 
is to fanction the murders they commit. This 
man is faid to have been a dif/eGor; and might 
therefore fhine in his examination at Surgeons’ 
Hall ; but if he goes on at thisrate, he will foon 
diffe all thofe, who are fo unfortunate as to fall 
under his hands. 


since Mr. C. and other advocates for the late 
bill of infamous memory, boldly challenge ex- 
clufive honours and rewards for the mere fur- | 
geon, whom it is now the fafhion to call a pure 
furgeon, and infinuate that the profperity and 
improvement of the profeffion depend on him 
alone, it becomes neceflary to correct that mif- 
reprefentation. 


Many valuable and important difcoveries and 
improvements have been made in furgery by pro- 
feffed anatomifts, and others, who_ practifed 
more than one branch of the profeffion. What- 
ever may be the merits of the prefent members of 
the Corporation, the art itfelf is advanced to a de- 
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gree of perfection before unknown. Exclufive 
of the improvements made by /urgeons, who com- 
bine other branches of the medical profeffion with 
their own, the difcoveries made by Haller, and 
other phyficians, are of no fmall importance ; 
and that of the circulation of the blood by Har- 
vey, is certainly of the firft magnitude, The merit 
of difcovering that the lafeals and other lympha- 
tics, compofe one grand abforbent fyftem, whether 
it is due to Dr. Hunter or to Dr. Monro, militates 
againit Mr. C.’s argument, and confirms what 
he quotes from Dr. Gregory ; a paflage which I 
fhall tranflate. “ The facred fiream of Science, 
“‘ which we now contemplate and venerate ; 
‘*« wonderful and immenfe! derived froma fmall 
** and unknown fountain, flows from age to 
“age: at firft a rivulet, it increafes gradually 
** to a mighty flood, by the many but flow ad- 
“* ditions which it receives, and by the conflux 
-*€ of innumerable rills on every fide; either of 
** which alone, compared with fo great a bulk, 
“* feems to contribute fearce any thing to its 
** magnitude; but all together, by the accumu- - 
** Jation of all their waters, form at length the 
“¢ vaft and delightful fiream that we behold ; 
*¢ refrefhing the happy fields through which it 
“* flows, and rendering them fruitful.” 


_ When Mr. C. withes to prove that phyfic and 
furgery ought to be feparated, he tells us, thofe 
who 
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who praétifed them together, were deified and 
adored by a people well acquainted with the po- 
licy of nations. When he wifhes to augment 
the power of the Governors of the Corporation, 


-he admits, they have abufed the power with 


which they were before entrufted. When he 
wifhes to convince us, that no improvements are 
to be expected but from particular parts, he tells 
us that improvements are derived from all quar- 
ters. When he gives us Gregory’s defcription of 
the ftream of Science, he gives us an opportunity 
of turning the fiream of argument againft him- 
felf. In fhort, he wages war like a Dutchman ; 
and furnifhes his opponents with arms. 


Since Mr. C. declares a knowledge of the the- 
ory of medicine to be the true foundation of good 
furgical practice, I beg to know of him, what 
theory of medicine inculcates a continuance of re- 
pellents for more than a fortnight, in an inflam- 
mation of the breaft, attended with increafing 
tenfion and pain? A perfon labouring under 
fuch a complaint, and {fo treated, applied to me. 
The induration of the tumor, and the rigidity of 
the integuments, were {uch as I never witneffed 
on-any fimilar occafion. ‘The patient complained 
much of the bad management of the cafe, and 
exprefled a fear, it might become cancerous. 
She told me that a gentleman had attended her 
above a fortnight ; and had applied nothing but 
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a cooling kind of water; from which fhe was fo 
far from receiving any benefit, that fhe daily 
grew worfe. I directed a linfeed poultice, by” 
the emollient quality of which, the abfcefs burit 
the next day; and after fome time, by the conti- 
nuance of the fame application, fhe perfectly re- 
covered. 


As Mr. C. is fond of quoting paffages to prove 
what every furgeon knows, I will quote one or 
two from Bell’s Syftem of Surgery, to prove 
what it is a fhame for any furgeon not to know. 
Speaking of an inflammation of the breaft, he 
fays, “ In the firft fiages of the diforder, difeut 
fion of the tumor fhould always be attempted, 
** while it would be in vain, and highly impro- 
*¢ per, to advife it when the fwelling has been 
‘of fuch duration, as to have’ any tendency to 
» © fuppurate.” 'The fame author enumerates the 
different external remedies which, in his opi- 
nion, are moft to be trufted. He then informs 
us, that by thefe, “‘ and by the reft of the treat- 
*“ ment advifed above, almoft every tumor of 
‘¢ this kind will be removed ; zle/s the inflamma- 
tion has been of long continuance before the reme- 
dies are employed: in which cafe, if the pain 
‘© and tenfion are confiderable, it will ckhways be 
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‘¢ more advifable to endeavour to bring the tumor 
“¢ to fuppurate, than to attempt any other method of 
“Ochre.” 

Since 
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Since Mr. C. has finifhed his Defence of the 
Surgeons’ bill, and may be fuppofed to have 
done reading the hiftories of the different uni- 
verfities, and other learned {focieties of Europe ; 
fince he has finifhed his Ayfory of jurgery, I 
-would advife him to ftudy the firft elements of 
its practice. He will be better qualified to judge 
of the merit of other practitioners, when he is a 
little more initiated in the art: and his opinion 
concerning the abilities of other practitioners will 
have more weight, when he has eftablifhed the 
reputation of his own. 


As a confiderable part of Mr. C.’s pamphlet is 
fo totally irrelevant to the point in queftion, we 
cannot read it without regretting that any profef- 

-fional man fhould have wafted fo much time. 
Befides other frivolous and infignificant inquiries 
which he made, he informs us, that after a long 
and tedious refearch, he has not been able to 
find, “ that any furgeon was ftatedly appointed — 
“‘ to attend the King’s perfon, before the year 
“© 7360, when Richard de Wy was made fur- 
« geon to Edward HI.” How much better 
would Mr. C. have been employed, if he had 
been reading about the virtues of a snfeed 
poultice | 


Ii is no new thing, for ignorant pretenders to 
depreciate and decry the talents of fuch as know 
more 
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more than themfelves. The farcaftic and illibe- 
ral reflections thrown out at Surgeons’ Hall by 
felf-elected cenfors, who have undergone no teft 
of ability for that office, might be borne. ‘The 
taunts of the framers and defenders of the Sur- 
geons’ bill might be endured with patience : their 
venom carries with it an antidote. But when the 
profeffional characters of individuals are attacked, 
in order to prejudice the public mind, and to in- 
fluence the decifion of the Legiflature, however 
we may {corn the calumny as far as regards our 
private intereft ; yet as members of fociety, and 
all equally bound to promote the caufe of truth 
and juftice, and of the public good, to the ut- 
mott of our power; a difclofure of facts is loudly 
called for, and filence would now become a 


crime. 


Our great tranflator of Homer quotes a paffage 
from Plutarch to fhow, that in certain cafes a 
perfon may be permitted to fpeak of his own 
a€tions, without being guilty of oftentation : 
one inftance is, “where he is injurioufly dealt 
s¢ with.” According to this maxim, no perfons 
have a greater right to {peak of themfelves, than 
the majority of the members of the Corporation 
of Surgeons; for none have been treated with 


greater injuflice. 


Vanity 
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Vanity would never have induced the ‘author 
of thefe remarks to publifh the following account 
of certain cafes which have fallen under his care, 
or under his obfervation; and, together with a 
number of others which he could eafily relate, 
have long ago convinced him, that the mere 
furgeon is not poffeffed of the infallibility, or 
even fuperiority afcribed to him by the prejudiced 
and ignorant. Asa proof of this, no one of the 
cafes has ever been publifhed till now: nor 
would they have been publifhed now, had they 
not been extorted by the moft illiberal infinua= 
tions, and the moft obftinate perfeverance in in- 
juttice. 


A coachman, after an uncommon expofure to 
cold, hada very confiderable {welling of the 
glands of the neck, followed by fuppuration. 
When the abfcefs burft, the difcharge of matter 
was profufe. In confequence of ulceration, an 
alarming hemorrhage took place ; on which ac- 
count I was fent for. While I was applying the 
remedy for this fymptom, he informed me, he 
had a letter to admit him into the Lock Hofpital; 
and had feen the furgeon, who allowed he was a 
fit object for the charity ; and that he was to be 
received into the houfe as foon as there was a va- 
cancy. 


Upon 
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Upon inquiring into the particulars of the cafe, 
I was convinced the furgeon of the Lock, (not 
one of the prefent furgeons of that inftitution), 
had mifiaken the nature of his difeafe. The in- 
_ guinal, as well as the cervical glands, were af- 
fected: befides which, he had atumoron the ex- 
ternal part of the leg ; a violent cough, and into- 
lerable rheumatic pains. After a minute invefti- 
gation, and mature confideration, of all the cir- 
cumftances of the diforder, I was confident it was 


not of avenereal kind. He had not been affected © 


with any of the original fymptoms of that difeafe ; 
nor with blotches on the fkin; although he had 
now been ill above a year and half. Another 
argument to confirm this opinion was, that his 
wife, and child of a few months old, were in 
perfect health. 


With fuch glaring proofs, that the difeafe was 
of a fcrophulous nature, I diffuaded him from 
going into the Hofpital; where he was to have 
been falivated: a procefs, which in a perfon 
much emaciated, affected with hectic fymptoms, 
and labouring under extreme debility, promifed 
nothing but a f{peedy period to his exiftence. I 
therefore undertook to attend him; and muft’beg 
_ leave to obferve, I could have no intereft in that 
offer, as he was at this time partly fupported by 
Saint George’s parifh, and partly by charity. 
The ‘ulcerations were fo deep, and extenfive, 
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that all the mufcles of the anterior part, and fides 
of the neck, were perfecily denuded, and partly 
deftroyed, down to the fhoulders. The difcharge 
was fetid and exceffive. There were a num- 
ber of finufes, which would not heal till they 
were opened. At firft, it required full three 
quarters of an hour every day to drefs him; and 
for the fpace of fix months, at leaft half an hour. 
From. that period, I fometimes left him to be 
dreffed by others, and only called once in two 
or three days. It was above two years after I 
firft attended him, before the fores of the neck 
were healed: and I had little reafon to fuppofe 
it poffible, that he could live till they were 
healed. . 


In the mean time all the complaints abated, 
excepting the abfcefs of the leg. ‘That had in- 
creafed to a confiderable fize. As his former 
means of fupport were in a great meafure with- 
drawn, and he was now {carce able to walk, and 
required a nurfe to attend him, and other necef- 
faries, which his fituation could not afford; I 
advifed him to procure a letter, and gointo Saint 
Bartholomew’s Hofpital. He accordingly pro- 
cured a letter, and applied for admiffion; but 
was told by the furgeon, whofe turn it was to 
admit patients, that his was not a proper cafe 
for the Hofpital; that it would be dangerous to 
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open the tumor, and when it broke he mutt 
die. | 


Notwithftanding I faw no reafon to apprehend 
any immediate danger from opening this abfcefs, 
as it did not lie in the way of any large artery, 
being very prominent, yet I was aware what 
cenfure I fhould' incur, if the event proved un- 
favourable. After fome time, however, having 
repeatedly explained to him that he could not 
poffibly mend, but muft unavoidably grow 
worle, from delay ; and knowing that the matter 
Jay under a fafcia, not likely to burft fpontane- 
oufly, ‘till the limb was rendered incurable; and 
having his. implicit affent, and even requeft, 
that I would act as I thought proper, I opened 
the tumor, and difcharged a va{t quantity of 
thin pus. No alarming fymptom occurred during 
a. fortnight; at the end of which time, he caught 
a violent cold, which occafioned confiderable 
inflammation and tumefaction of the lex. He. 
now refided at Iflington, for the fake of the air ; 
and had for fome time earned his fubfiftence by 
carrying out {mall parcels from an inn. As by 
the change in his complaint he was rendered 
unable to fupport himfelf, and was at too great a 
diftance for me to attend him, I once more ad- 
vifed him to go into an hofpital. He accordingly 
went into Guy’s Hofpital; where the furgeon, 
under whofe care he happened to be, propofed 

ampu- 
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amputation ; but was. over-ruled. by another, 
more advanced in years. After a fhort time, he 
- propofed to lay open the whole fibula by an in- 
cifion ; declaring the patient would not recover, 
till that bone came entirely away ; but it might 
not come away for fix or eight months. 


Terrified at the thoughts of fo dreadful, and as © 


he conceived, fo unneceflary an operation, the 
patient afked leave to go out; and came to con- 
fult me on the occafion. He was again much 
emaciated; and only a fimall part of the fibula 
feemed to be carious ; which made the propofal 
appear the more extraordinary. 1 advifed him 
not to confent to the operation: upon which he 
informed me, that unlefs he fubmitted to it, the 
furgeon told him, he muft leave the hofpital in 
the courfe of a few days. I comforted him, by 
declaring, that no incifion was neceflary to be 
made; as only a fmall part of the bone was dif- 
eafed; and, whenever it exfoliated, it would 
either come away of its own accord, or might ea- 
fily be extracted by any furgeon who lived in 
his neighbourhood. 


This advice he followed; and called on me 


twice or three|times, with {mall exfoliations of | 


the fibula; during which the leg regularly 

mended ; and, after a few months, he perfectly 

regained his priftine health and vigour. | 
Bb 2 I have 
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I have had the beft opportunity of feeing the 
permanency of this cure. The furgeon who 
formed an unfavourable prognoftic, was one 
celebrated for acumen of judgment; and perhaps 
unequalled in this or any other country. The 
furgeon who thrice refcued this devoted victim 
from the jaws of deftruction, was an obfcure 
practitioner, and a /tudent in bell-metal mortars ; 
not one of thofe, on whom the improvement and 


profperity of the art immediately depend. 


Were a firict and impartial inquiry made into 
the comparative talents of medical men, it would 
be found, that external appearances, fituation, 
and rank in life, which are the gifts of fortune, 
prejudice the mind; and command more refpe¢t 
than intrinfic merit ; of which, as Mr. Warren 
' juftly obferved in the Houfe of Lords, mankind 
are not proper judges. In forming an eftimate 
of this fort, the particulars of the different cafes 
which have fallen under the care of a practitioner 
muft be invefligated ; his treatment of thofe cafis 
confidered; and his reafons for fuch treatment. 
The fuccefs of his practice ought to be inquired 
into; as a probable criterion of his fkill, and 
attention. It is not from the multitude of ope- 
rations a man has performed, that we can judge 
of his ability: furgeons ought not to be efti- 
mated, like Indians, by their number of fealps, 


Had 


( 189 ) 

Had the authors of the Surgeons’ bill, and 
their fycophants, obferved a little more modera- 
tion, and been content with founding their own 
praife, without calumniating thofe who are 
fomething more than /imple furgeons, the fame 
charity which taught us forbearance before, 
would teach it fill. But when, emboldened by 
non-refiftance, they proclaim themfelves the 
fountains of all knowledge, and all others as un- 
worthy to follow in their train, juftice compels 
us to check their prefumption. Former members 
ofthe Court of Examiners have, indeed, reflected 
luftre on that fphere: but, -alas! thofe bright 
luminaries are fet; and Science now feems to 


look on Surgeons’ Hall with a malign afpedt, 


~ 


“¢ As when the fun, new-ris’n, 
Looks thro’ the horizontal, mifty {phere, 
Shorn of his beams, or from behind the moon, 
In dull eclipfe, difaftrous twilight fheds 
On half the nations ; and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs.”’ 


Here I may be fufpected, like the author of 
the foregoing lines, to allude to royalty in di/- 
grace. "Vhe monarchs of Surgeons’ Hall, are, 1n- 
deed, perplexed, and fear a change. The rod of 
their tyranny, is broken by their own violence ; 
their glories are eclipfed; and the throne of their 
defpotifm totters to its foundation. 


We 
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- We are affured) by Mr. C. that the merits of 
the Colleges of Edinburgh, and Dublin, cannot 
be greater than thofe of the Governors of the 
Corporation of Surgeons of London. If fo, they 
will bear the touchftone of examination; and 
emerge more bright from every trying ordeal, 
like gold from the refining fire. 


I fhall add a few more cafes to that which I 
before adduced; to prove at once, that the deferts 
of examining ahd _,hofpital furgeons have been 
over-rated, and’ thofe of other furgeons depreci- 
ated in proportion. 


Awoman who.had been for fome time affected 
with a flight peripneumony, applied to me on 
account of a large tumor which made its appear- 
ance in the lumbar region. On account of the 
importance of the cafe, I wifhed her to confult 
another furgeon with me. She therefore confulted 
a gentleman before alluded to, whofe opinion 
was held in the higheft eftimation ; an hofpital 
furgeon, and a member of the Court of Examin- 
ers. He recommended a plafter; and advifed 
that the tumor fhould be left to break fpontane- 
oufly : adding, that although it might not break 
for fix months,’ he would not with it to be 
opened. When the abfcefs broke, I met him 
again in confultation; and although it had 
broken at a confiderable diftance from the bot- 

tom, 
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tom, fo that there was no depending drain, he 
would not confent to any other alteration, but a 
trifling enlargement of the orifice, 


/ 


With this management, 1 fcarcely need inform 
any experienced practitioner, that the patient 
‘grew worfe and worfe. 1 explained my opinion 
to Sir William Fordyce; who-at the fame time 
‘attended as a phyfician. He told me, that his 
adeas accorded with mine; thatthe abicefs ought 
to have been opened at the moft depending part: 
that he had a difpute with the fame gentleman, 
about a fimilar cafe, fome years ‘before, but could 
not carry his point, and his patient -had died. 
Sir William had been a praétitioner of pharmacy, 
a fiudent in bell-metal mortars, as well as a fur- 
geon; and therefore could not be fuppofed to 
underftand furgery fo well, as one who under- 
ftood nothing elfe, 


I was obliged to fubmit. ‘The confequence 
was, that from the lodgement of matter, an abfcefs 
at length took place in the other loin ;. and the 
difeafe proved fatal. 


Some time after, I attended a gentleman with 
a complaint of the fame kind, but much worfe, he 
being far more reduced. In this cafe, I was fo 
fortunate as to meet in confultation another 
furgeon ; one of confiderable eminence; who is 


fill 
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ftill living, but retired. We agreed that the mat- 
ter ought to be difcharged. This furgeon told the 
- patient, that he would recommend fomething to 
be applied to the tumor, previous to my making 
the puncture, which would deaden the part, and 
prevent him from feeling any pain. My readers 
will be furprifed to hear, that this was a cauftic. 
I was then not fufficiently eftablithed in bufinefs 
‘ or reputation, to overcome the prejudice in fa- 
~ -vour of fo refpectable.a practitioner. However, I 
told the patient my own opinion; which he 
found true. I was alfo advifed by the fame gen- 
tleman, to open the abfcefs about two days 
after the application of the cauftic; and to ufe a 
canula, to keep the orifice open, and promote the 
difcharge. 


This gentleman never faw the patient again. 
‘I purfued his plan. The cauftic gave exquifite 
pain for four hours. Two days after, I opened the 
ab{cefs by puncturing the efchar ; and difcharged 
a pint and a half of matter. As foon as the orifice 
was in a ftate to admit of it, I introduced the ca- 
nula: but, though fhort, it injured the internal 
parts fo much, and occafiond fuch violent pain in 
walking, that I determined to leave it off. No 
~ one can blame me for trying the cau/lic as an ana- 
dyne, and the canula inftead of a tent: they were 
recommended by one of thofe furgeons, on whom 
the 
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the improvement and profperity of the art immediately 
depend. 


Inftead of the canula, I introduced a tent, over 
which I laid a doffil-of lint; and covered the 
whole with a large plafter; in order to allow 
and encourage the difcharge of matter, and ex- 
clude the air. 


On the fecond day, about half a pint of mat- 
ter was evacuated; and for a month or more, 
about four ounces. He then went into the coun- 
try, for the fake of a pure air; and in a few 
months was fo far recovered, as to be able to 
walk or ride without pain. The difcharge gra- 
dually leffened; and, in about fifteen months, 
totally ceafed. For above ten years he has con- 
tinued free from the complaint; and is at prefent 
in perfect health. This was a much more unpro- 
mifing cafe than the former: the former had not 
been attended with much pain; but this patient 
had fuffered excruciating tortures. He was 
much more emaciated ; and appeared to be ina 
decline; fo that little hope was entertained of his 
recovery. 


A man who had cut his finger with glafs, ap- 
plied immediately to a furgeon; on whom he 
waited, by direction, every morning. A confi- 
derable degree of inflammation, and fuppuration 
: Ce in 
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in different parts of the hand, took place. The 
patient was ordered to foment and poultice the 
hand; but his furgeon, who is one of thofe on 
whom the inprovement and profperity of the art im- 
mediately depend, told him not to prefs out the 
matter on any account. This gentleman hap- 
pening to be fo indifpofed that he could not at- 
tend to bufinefs, the patient came to me; and in- 
formed me, that by the courfe he had purfued, he 
had regularly grown worfe for three weeks. I 
could not help expreffing my furprife, that any 
practitioner fhould treat fuch a cafe in fuch a 
manner; and leave it to nature, or, in other 
words, to negle&t. In order to facilitate the dif- 
charge of matter, I found it neceffary to dilatea 
{mall orifice communicating with the original 
wound ; and to prefs out the contents of the ab- 
{cefs twice a day. By this management, that part 
of the hand mended daily. I was foon after 
obliged to open another finus, where an abfcefs 
had burft: but he objected to my opening a third, 
till he was convinced, by a long trial, that it was 
indifpenfably neceffary. He now afcribes the 
falvation of his hand, to the fore throat which 
feized the practitioner to whom he firft applied ; 
and thinks his greateft efcape was that from his — 
furveon. This gentleman, who is fo fortunate as 
to poflefS that greateft merit, good connexions, 
is fince chofen an hofpital furgeon ; where, as 


Mr. 
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Mr. Chevalier juftly obferves;. he will have an 
ample {cope for his incomparable practice. 


I attended another patient who had an abfcefs 
in the hand, with another furgeon, who alfo con- 
fines his practice to furgery alone.. I was much 
furprifed, that during the courfe of feveral weeks, 
notwithftanding the quantity of matter contained 
in the hand was very great, and the fkin fo 
thickened and hardened, that nature refufed a 
vent, this gentleman would never agree. to 
making a proper opening. At length, when the 
cafe appeared almoft defperate, he confented to 
a fmall incifion. I expreffed a with, that it had 
been done before. He replied, that there cer- 
tainly was great mifchief in the hand now; but 
that I ought to have been the beft judge, asI faw 
the cafe moft frequently. The fad is, that this 
gentleman had feen it often in every ftage; but 
had laid it down as a rule not to be departed 
from, that only a puncture was tg be made in 
any cafe of this kind. While this café was under 
my care, being much alarmed as to the event, I 
confulted two other eminent medical men con- 
cerning it. One, who practifes only furgery, dif- 
approved of an opening; the other, who had long 
ferved in the army, firft as furgeon, and after- 
wards as phyfician, and on whom his Majetty 
has fince conferred diftinguifhed ,honours, coin- 
cided in opinion with me, that there was no 
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danger in opening the abfcefs freely. At length 
I divided two finufes; and the hand was per- 
fectly healed inaweek. Since that time, I have 
met with a number of inftances of abfceffes in the 
hand and arm, in all of which, the cure was ac-= 
complifhed in the moft fpeedy manner, where no 
lodgment of matter was allowed; and I have 
never yet feen a fingle inftance, where the leaft 
injury has enfued from opening a finus. ‘This con- 
vinces me, that all the mifchief attributed to the 
admiffion of air, except in the burfee mucofe, the 
joints, and the large cavities, arifes from the 
neglect of performing the operation in due 
time, 


I was confulted about an abfcefs, as large as 
an egg, fituated near the tendon of the redfus 
cruris mufcle, in a boy four years of age. 
Though I entertained no doubt of the propriety 
of letting out the matter, yet being aware of the 
uncertainty of the event, efpecially asthe boy was 
{crophulous, I defired the parents to afk the opi- 
nion of a very eminent furgeon, who wasattend- 
ing a patient in the fame houfe. This gentleman, 
who was a very celebrated anatomift, was not al- 
ways equally correct in his chirurgical ideas; 
though he practifed no branch of the medical 
profeffion but furgery. He advifed that the child 
‘fhould be taken to the fea, and bathed; but that 

the abfcefs fhould not be opened. 
As 
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As it was not convenient for the friends of the 
child to go to the falt water with him, and the 
abfcefs increafed rapidly, threatening his limb, 
and even his life, I exprefled my opinion, that 
there was a much greater chance of cure from 
opening the abfcefs, than from bathing in the fea; 
that the delay of the operation was extremely 
dangerous; and, if it appeared neceffary, he 
might be bathed in the fea at any future time. 


To this opinion his parents readily affented. 
A feton was paffed through the tumor, and re- 
tained a few days; when the degree of inflam- 
mation which arofe, pointed out the neceffity of 
removing it. ‘The part was dreffed with a mild 
ointment ; and a cure completed in a fortnight 
from the operation. This is one inftance, among 
many others which I have feen, to prove, that it 
is as fafe to open ferophulous abfcefles as any 
others: but it would be unreafonable to expect, 
that a cure can be as certain in a weak habit, as- 
in a ftrong one, 


I confulted the fame furgeon refpecting a cafe 
of abfcefs of the knee, in a young man, arifing 
from contufion. He had been three months in an 
hofpital ; and was then advifed to try his native 
air. As hé was going to the place by fea, this 
gentleman, who placed too much confidence in 
falt water, defired him to try it in the different 

2 forms 
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forms of immerfion, lotion, and cataplafm; and 
alfo to drink it. The town to which he went was 
a bathing-place ; but neither the means already 
mentioned, nor any others recommended by an 
able furgeon under whofe care he was in the 
country, availed any thing. After fome months 
had elapfed,. he returned to town; and applied 
- again to me. ‘The difeafe had increafed, and not 
only the bones forming the joint of the knee were 
enlarged; but the abfcefs was ready to burf 
near nine patella. 


After this event, I waited till I had {een the pro- 
grefs of the complaint ; and as, in additionto local 
tymptoms, hectic fever, and.a wafting of flefh, 
portended inevitable deftruction to the patient, 
unlefs it were averted by an operation performed 
without lofs of time, 1. told my opinion to his 
mother; who was fo imprudent as to inform him 
of it rather abruptly... Upon hearing this, he ex- 
prefied a with to go into an hofpital; in which I 
aflifted him. ‘The furgeons there flattered him 
with almoft a certain profpect of a cure. The 
means employed to accomplifh that end, con- 
fifted principally in mercury rubbed into the 
joint. It would be an infult'to the underftanding 
of my readers, to'inform them what fuccefs at- 
tended this iprecefs. Mercury is certainly a moft 
waluable remedy in fomedifeafes; but, ufed as it 
is at prefent, it irefembles the god who prefides 
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ovet it; who fends many a foul to the fhades ; 
and is reprefented with winged feet. 


This unfortunate young man was at length 
difmiffed from the hofpital. He returned into 
the country: where amputation was performed, 
and he died ‘anafarcous, at the end of three 
weeks ! 


Were I to relate the particulars of the great 
number of cancers which I have feen prove fatal, 
through the neglect of thofe gentlemen, on 
whom the improvement and profperity of the art 
depend, according to Mr. Chevalier, who affirms 
that their merits cannot poflibly be greater than 
they are, | fhould tire the reader’s patience, and 
excite feelings that would be painful. I fhall, 
however, mention a few cafes, in order to fhow, 
that the practitioners alluded to are fo far from 
having any thing to boaft of, that they will find 
it difficult to juitify their conduct. 


No error is more common, or more fatal, than | 
that of making a diftin@tion between a fcirrhus 
and acancer. No man is worthy of the name of 
a furgeon, who does not difcern, and attempt 
to crufh, that cockatrice in the egg. 


Inftead of this, I have known a pure /urgeon, 
an Examiner, affure a lady, that a {cirrhus, ac- 
e companied 
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companied with lancinating pains, and a fenfe of 
fcalding heat extending over the whole fide, 
qould not be attended with any material inconveni- 
ence, if fae fhould live twenty years. I had before 
informed her huiband, that 1 had no hope from 
any remedy, but extirpation; which opinion 
proved too true; for, in little more than a month, 
the tumor was grown fo large and fo painful, 
that another furgeon who was confulted with me, 
declared it muft be removed. Accordingly I re- 
moved it; and the patient recovered. 


I was applied to by a lady, who perceived a 
tumor in the breaft, in confequence of a bruife. 
From the {tate in which I found the breaft, I gave 
the fame opinion to her hufband as in the former 
cafe. Neverthelefs, to avoid any appearance of 
too much precipitation, I applied leeches; and 
called in another furgeon, an Examiner, in con- 
fultation. He flattered the patient much more 
than I could in confcience do: whether from 
error of judgment, or from intereft, I cannot fay. 
As the progrefs of the cafe by no means juftified 
any opinion he gave, firft or laft, during the 
courfe of four or five months, it muft evidently 
be owing to one of thofe caufes. The patient at- 
tributed his favourable opinion of the cafe to in- 
tereft. I muft candidly confefs, I afcribed it to a 
different caufe. 


le 
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It is needlefs to fay, that a number of remedies 
were tried in this cafe, though I had at firft given 
my opinion to the gentleman called in confulta- 
tion, that I had never known one of them fuc- 
ceed ; in which he agreed with me. In proportion 
as the cafe grew more defperate, he flattered the 
patient the more with hopes of a cure. At length, 
after ringing changes with mercury and cicuta, 
which have deftroyed more cancerous patients 
than all the other medicines in the world, by de- 
luding the unhappy fufferer with falfe hopes, and 
preventing a timely recourfe to the only remedy, 
he confeffed that amputation muft no longer be 
deferred. This was accordingly performed, and 
the wound healed; but the difeafe had affected 
the whole habit, from neglect; and foon after 
appeared in various parts of the body. Over its 
melancholy termination, I beg leave to draw a 
veil. : 


I was confulted about a {cirrhous tumor of the 
breaft, near the axilla, which had been perceived 
a year and a half, in a girl about fifteen years of 
age. Though decided in opinion as to the neceffity 
of removing it, I did not chufe to propofe an 
operation, without. the fanction of fome other 
furgeon. The gentleman whofe opinion was 
afked, recommended remedies which have feldom 
or never anfwered the expectations of the practi- 
tioner. At our fecond meeting, the difeafe had 

Dd made 
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made a progrefs; and when he propofed to try 
the fame remedies for fome time longer, I ex- 
preffed my opinion, that they were not likely to 
_effeta cure. To this he replied, that the opera- 
tion would not be a trifling one; and he did not 
conclude the difeafe to be of a cancerous nature, 


as he did not know what Juch a young girl could have 


to do witha cancerous humour. Such language and 
fentiments are fitter for a nurfe than fora fur- 
geon. He gave fuch falfe hopes to the patient 
and her friends, that I was told by them, they 
would not trouble me to call again, as they could 


not afford to pay more than one furgeon. I calt 


them fai/e hopes in more refpects than one: in 
the firft place, becaufe they were contrary to his 
real opinion, expreffed to me in private ; in the 
next, becaufe they proved fallacious. When we 
met the fecond or third time, he faid, in the 
hearing of the patient and her mother, he thought 
I had taken off the breaft: this was an unguard- 
ed, if not an infidious expreffion ; as I had never 
advifed, or. propofed the operation: but con- 
feffed to him in private, that I did not expect to 
fee the cemplaint cured; that at firft I fhould 
have thought it advifable to perform it, but was 
afterwards doubtful, from the increafe of the dif- 
order, if it would not be too late. 


He informed the mother of the patient, he did not 
doubt of curing the complaint, by a few pills and a 
} courfe 
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eourfe of fea bathing. Prejudiced againft me by 
mifreprefentation, and beguiled by fair promifes, 
they difmiffed me. ‘They were of opinion that 1 
wifhed to remove the part, at a time when I had 
told three of their friends the contrary: for I 
thought it too late. This gentleman, who is an 
Examiner, now knows, that a young. girl may 
have Jomething to do with a cancer. 


I was confulted by another patient, for a fimi- 
lar complaint. She had before applied to another 
furgeon ; who had given her mercury. Inftead 
of her receiving any relief from this medicine, 
hectic fymptoms fupervened, and emaciation ; 
which, from the wafting of the cellular mem- 
brane, and confequent flaccidity of the breaft, 
made her fuppofe the two fcirrhous, tumors di- 
minifhed. | 


After mature confideration, and a cautious 
introduction of the fubjet, [recommended am- , 
putation of the part affected; to which the patient 
replied, that fhe could not form fufficient refolu- 
tionat prefent; butif fhe could make up her mind, 
_fhe would apply to me again, A few weeks 
after, I was fent for, to. attend her for a peri- 
pneumony. As foon as this complaint was re- 
moved, fhe again {poke concerning the {cirrhoug 
tumors. They had increafed in fize, andthe pain 
was become more acute. Inftead of two, ‘there 
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were now three; and two in the other breaft. 
We confulted a late eminent furgeon, alfo ce- 
lebrated as an anatomift; who gave his opi- 
nion, that as it was too /oon to think of any ope- 
ration, he would try a liniment which he men- 
tioned. My only reafon for confulting another 
furgeon in that cafe was, that I thought it foo 
late for an operation. His liniment, together with 
leeches applied frequently, proved ufelefs. ‘The 
patient, after trying the various remedies pro- 
pofed by him and others, dragged on a mifcrable 
exiflence ; and at length fell a victim to that 
dreadful difeafe, a cancer. 


Not many years have elapfed, fince it was the 
fafhion to brand furgeons with an accufation of 
cruelty to their patients; and to call them butch- 
ers. I hope this charge was ill-founded: but 
certain lam, that many of the furgeons of the 
prefent day run into the contrary extreme. I have 
repeatedly heard a furgeon fay: ‘* My patient 
“has requefted me to take off a leg.” This 
is an imputation on the practitioner ; for no pa- 
tient would be likely to make that requeft, till 
the furgeon had proved himfelf unable to perform 
a cure, and unwilling to propofe an operation. 
Such furgeons would do well to reflect, that it is 
not an indifference to the fufferings of the pa- 
tient, but a regard for his welfare, which can re- 
concile any practitioner to that defperate ‘re- 
medy ;- 
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immedicabile vulnus 
Enfe refcindendum, ne pars fincera trahatur. 


To avoid an imputation of negle@, and at the 
fame time a charge of cruelty, thofe gentlemen 
call an occult cancer a fcirrhus, atumor, a lump, 
a fcrophulous difeafe ; or, in fhort, any thing, in 
order to cover their timidity, and their anxious 
concern for their own reputation. 


Mr. Pott, after obferving that the extirpation 
of fcirrhous tumors, while they continue indolent, 
has often proved fuccefsful, and the patient has 
continued free from any complaint of this kind 
during life, gives his opinion, that this is, and 
ever will be, a fufficient reafon for prefing fuch 
operation for indolent tumors, when all other 
circumftances are favourable. He adds, “that 
“ the {cirrhus would remain through life indolent 
<¢ and inoffenfive, is very improbable.” He tells 
us, that “* when a fcirrhus is favourably circum- 
* ftanced, and fo fituated as that it may be ex- 
‘* tirpated, fuch extirpation is the only remedy.” 
After reading thefe remarks, how have I been 
furprifed to hear thofe furgeons, on whom, ac- 
cording to Mr. Chevalier, the improvement and 
profperity of the art immediately depend, affirm, 
in {cirrhous and cancerous cafes of long ftanding, 
where the tumors were grown large, and the 
shooting pains violent, that they faw no presiing 


occafion for an operation ! ' 
‘ig was 
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I was lately confulted by a {urgeon, concern- 
ing a cancer of the breaft of eight years duration. 
He had before confulted another practitioner; a 
gentleman of great eminence. We all concurred 
in opinion, that no cure could be expected, but 
from amputation ; and that amputation was {till 
advifable, as the difeafe was confined to the 
breaft. A day was fixed for the operation ; but 
the patient was prevailed-on by a relation, firft to 
aik the opinion of a furgeon with whom he was 
acquainted ; one of thofe, on whom, it is faid, 
the improvement and profperity. of the art depend, 
He faid, he was furprifed how the gentlemen who 
had feen the patient, could think of propofing 
the knife. My readers will imagine he thought it 
too late. Quite the reverfe: he thought it Zoo 
early. As a proof of which, after taking the pati- 
ent out of the hands of her own furgeon, he pro- 
mifed to cure her in a month: but was fo far 
from fulfilling his promife, that he left her worfe 
than he found her. 


As.a humble remonfirance to this gentleman, 
and others, who may call themfelves pure fur- 
geons, I beg leave to tranfcribe a few paflages 
from Bell’s excellent Syftem of Surgery. That 
author, as well as the three furgeons who agreed 
in opinion concerning the forementioned cafe, 
has ftudied and practifed fomething befides fur- 
gery. I fhall leave it to the world to decide, 

| which 
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which kind of furgeon ought to be called pire, 
and which smpure. : | 


The celebrated author above mentioned, in the 
chapter on the amputation of cancerous breafts, 
fays: “ We have elfewhere fhown, that cancer, 
‘* on its firft appearance, is perhaps, in every in- 
** ftance, a local affection only ; that the cancer- 
** ous diathefis is produced, not by any original 
“¢ affeCtion in the conftitution, but by abforption 
*€ from a local ulcer; and hence we concluded, 
“ that every cancerous fore fhould be removed 
“¢ by immediate amputation, wherever this can be 
* practifed.” 


“ This, we think, ought to be an eftablithed 
«© maxim, in the treatment of all cafes of cancer, 
‘© wherever they are fituated ; but from their be- 
“ing, as we have faid, more apt to infect the ge- 


“* neral fyftem when feated on the mamme than . 


<¢ on other parts of the body, this is an additional 
‘* reafon for early amputation in every cancerous 
“¢ affection of the breaft.” 


*¢ As every fcirrhous gland in this part, is apt 
« to degenerate into a real cancer, and as indura- 
*€ tions of this nature have hitherto refifted the 
‘* effects of every other remedy, we fhould on 
‘* every occafion advife their. removal hy early 
-** amputation, This, we know, is a point, with 
‘¢ refpect 
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** refpect to which practitioners are not univer- 
 fally agreed ; as it is alleged by fome, that 
“ fcirrhous glands in the mammz have been 
‘* known to remain in an indolent, inoffenfive 
ap ftate, for a great length of time ; and there- 
** fore, that their removal ought never to be at- 
** tempted, till they have actually proceeded to a 
** fiate of ulceration. 


«* Bat this opinion, which is evidently founded 
“in timidity, has been the caufe of much unne- 
‘* ceffary diftrefs to fuch individuals as have fol- 
** lowed it; and has brought the operation of 
‘‘amputaing cancerous breafts into a degree of 
* general difcredit, which it does not merit. 
“* ‘There is no fact of which J am more convinced, 
‘** than that many more would recover by means 
“* of the operation, were it employed in a more 
“¢ early period of the difeafe, particularly while the 
‘* glands are ftillin a {cirrhous fiate, and before 
‘“‘ any matter 1s formed in them ; and as inftances 
“ of their remaining in an imdolent ftate for any 
** confiderable length of time are very rare, no 
** dependence fhould be placed on their doing 
“fo, It is not a fingle inftance or two, on 
‘“ which, in matters of this kind, an opinion 
‘¢ ought to be formed : it is the refult of general 
“* obfervation which ought to direct us; and 
s* every unbiaffed practitioner muft confefs, that 

© what 
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*¢ what we have here afferted refpeCting this mat-. 


“ter, is, at leaft in general, well-founded. 


_ © The propriety of early amputation of 

“ {cirrhous breafts being admitted, and the prac- 
“tice eftablithed, it may poffibly happen in a 
** few inftances, that fcirrhous tumors of this 
« part may be removed, which might have re- 
‘‘ mained in an indolent ftate for fome time 
“longer. But as this will not frequently hap- 
*‘ ben; as we have no means by which we can 
‘judge with certainty between fuch cafes as 
«‘ might remain for fome time in this. indolent 
‘* ftate; and thofe, the progrets of which would 
*‘ prove more rapid; and efpecially, as the ad- 
“‘ vantages derived from early amputation are 
“great, no hefitation fhould occur in 1 putting it 
*© univerfally in practice. re 


«¢ When practitioners, therefore, have an op- 
** portunity of amputating cancerous or fcirrhous 
“ breafts early, they ought aways to embrace it.” 


Mr. Pott, in his Remarks on the Neceflity of 
Amputation, in certain cafes, makes ufe of the 
following arguments, which may be employed, 
mutatis mutandis, in defence of operations in ge- 
neral, and in defence of having timely recourfe 
to them, whem they appear neceffary. 


Ee ° | « When 
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«© When a judicious man fays, that a limb 
“ ought to be removed, it is not to be fuppofed he 
‘‘ means to fay, that it is abfolutely impoffible, 
* at all events, that fuch limb can be faved, nor 
“ that fi uch patient muft infallibly die, if the 
** operation be not performed ; no, he only 
means, that from repeated experience of him- 

 felfand others, in all times, it has been found, 
* ihat the circumflances above mentioned put the 
‘¢ patient’s life much more to hazard in an at- 
** tempt to fave the limb, than the operation does 
‘in removing it; and therefore, that humanity 
** as well as judgment determine for the latter. 
6¢ On the other hand it muft be allowed, that 
“‘ from fome of the worft of thefe cafes, fome 
“‘ have had the good fortune to efcape; but ef- 
-§© capes they fo truly are, that I make no fcruple 
*‘ to affirm, that in certain cafes and circum- 
‘* filances, a determination not to amputate, is a 
‘¢ determination much more unfavourable and 
** hazardous to the patient, than that for amputa- 
§€ tion can be.” 


This opinion, fanctioned not only by the two 
great improvers of the art, whom I have juft 
quoted, but by the fuffrage of many other able 
men, I oppofe to the mal-pra¢tice before alluded 
to; and recommend a careful perufal of it to all 
furgeons, oth young and old. It may be full as 
Weful to them, as reading hiftories of the Uni- 
verfity 
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verfity of Paris, or Rymer’s Foedera; or as a 
tedious examination into a heap of old mufty 
records, in order to afcertain whether Richard 
de Wy was the firft barber-furgeon ftatedly ap- 
pointed to attend the king’s perfon, and to mow 
the crops of the royal head and chin. 


After all the panegyrics pronounced on the 
framers of the Surgeons’ bill, by themfelves and 
their dependants, let any one {fcrutinize their 
practice with the critical eye of a. profeffional 
man; let him recollect, what advances towards 
perfection have been made in the art itfelf, what 
excellent practical treatifes have been written, 
what excellent fchools of furgery are eftablifhed 
in this metropolis. Let him then read the account 
Ihave given of the practice of thofe, who afpire 
to abfolute dominion over the Corporation; and 
fay, whether he perceives the marks of fupre- 
macy ftamped on their foreheads ; whether their 
talents appear more exquifite, or their ingenuity 
and {kill of a divine original, more than thotfe of 
other men. © ie 


~ I fhall add another fpecimen or two, of the 
manner in which fome of thofe practitioners treat 
other cafes that fall under their care. I attended 
a gentleman, who had a fraéture of the ole- 
cranon ; that is, the procefs of the ulna forming 
the elbow. Ina fracture of this bone, or of the 

Ee 2 patella, 
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patella, which correfponds to it in the lower ex, 
tremity, itis ftill the cuftom, as it formerly was 
in all other fraétures, o keep the limb extended. 
This pofition of the fractured portions of the 
bone brings them as near as poffible into con- 
tact ; and expedites their reunion. 


It is well known, that reft is commonly 
deemed neceffary for a fractured limb. In the 
prefent cafe, I was over-ruled by one of the gen- 
tlemen alluded to; who had fuperior influence, 
from prejudices entertained in his favour by the 
patient. He defired that the fore-arm might be 
kept in a flate of flexion; and that I would 
make ufe of a rotatory motion of the limb every 
day, to prevent that motion from being loft, by 
an archylofis between the radius and ulna. In 
fpite of thefe impediments, fome degree of union 
took place between the fractured parts, by the 
intervention of a ligamentous fubftance ; but by 
the means recommended by the fame practi- 
tioner, to overcome the rigidity of the joint, oc- 
cafioned by long-continued inflammation from 
the original accident, the tendon was ruptured, 
and the whole {fcheme rendered abortive. 
Whether this practice, can be. confidered as an 
improvement, I.fhall leave to Mr. Chevalier to 
determine. | 


On 
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On the fame day that I bound up this frac» 
ture, I alfo bound up a fractured olercranon for 
a general officer far advanced in years; who 
had been thrown down in the ftreet by robbers, 
and fallen on his elbow. In this cafe, the ole- 
-cranon was fhattered into five pieces: neverthe- 
lefs, by means of plafter, bandage, reft, and 
keeping the limb in a ftate of extenfion, a perfect 
cure was accomplifhed in a month. 


It is, or ought to be, well known to all fur- 
geons, that in a ftrangulated hernia, mortifica- 
tion may commence in a few hours. Being fent 
for by a woman labouring under this alarming 
difeafe, I had recourfe to the ufual methods ; 
but not reducing the hernia, I called in another 
furgeon; a man of great eminence. He like- 
wife failed in his efforts: but recommended re- 
peated trials, and the exertion of more force 
than I thought prudent, in order to overcome 
the difficulty. I was decidedly of opinion, that 
the operation would have been lefs dangerous ; 
but was obliged to bow to fuch great authority. . 
fo avoid giving her friends much trouble, the 
patient went into an hofpital. This was two 
days after fhe perceived the firangulation. There, 
- the firft day was partly loft, and partly {pent in 
idle attempts to reduce the rupture. The next 
day, a confultation was held, and it was judged 
too foon for the operation ; -on the day following, 

| there 
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there was another confultation ; and it was then 
judged too /ate. This opinion refted on good 
grounds, diarrhea, coldnefs of the extremities, 
and a total ceffation of pain. Notwithftanding 
all thefe irrefragable proofs that the cafe was def- 
perate, one of the furgeons who had previoufly 
affifted in the confultation, and joined in decid- 
ing that all attempts were hopelefs, went again 
to the hofpital in the evening, and performed 
the operation. The poor woman furvived zi] 
the next morning. 


Quis, talia fando, 
Temperet a lacrymis ? 


This cafe, I hope not common, the gentle- 
man whom I had confulted, propofed to lay be- 
fore the governors of the hofpital ; but as I fuf- 
pected perfonal animofity had fome fhare in fug- 
gefting that meafure, I diffuaded him from it. 
Even now, though compelled by truth and 
juftice to deny the fuperiority of profeffional 
talents which the framers of the bill arrogate to 
themfelves, it is with reluClance J bring forward 
thefe facts. It would be a crime to diffemble, 
and to conceal them at this time, when every 
artifice is employed to depreciate the profeflional _ 
characters of the members of the Corporation at 
large, in the eftimation of the public, for the 
fake of perpetuating an odious monopoly, and 

3 grati- 
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gratifying a defpotic junto with an increafe of 
defpotifm. 


It is well known, that from an amputation of 
the leg below the knee, after the common me- 
thod, the joint of the knee is rendered ufelefs ; 
and the ftump is kept in a bent ftate, projecting 
backwards, and caufing a confiderable inconve- 
nience and deformity. The unfortunate fufferer 
finds walking a fevere labour, and often thinks 
life dearly purchafed on fuch terms. 


To remedy this evil, various means have been 
devifed ; but none that deferyed general appro- 
bation, till Mr. Allanfon of Liverpool difco- 
vered, that healing by the firft intention was 
practicable in capital operations. By reviving 
the flap-operation for the leg, and availing him- 
felf of his ineftimable difcoyery, he has probably 
rendered a greater fervice to the world, than any 
other furgeon of this, or of any age, or country. 


By his improved method of operating, the pa- 
tient preferves the ufe of the joint, and walks 
with eafe and “pleafure. ‘Thefe remarks I have, 
in other parts of this publication, in fome mea- 
fure anticipated ; not intending to infert particu- 
lar cafes here: but undeferved afperfions, re- 
peatedly caft on the profeffional characters of 


the opponents of the late Surgeons’ bill, have — 


fince 
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fince challenged a difclofure of the whole 
truth. 


Having had fome fhare in introducing that 
improvement into this great metropolis, where 
the operation had been performed only once be- 
fore, excepting one unfuccefsful attempt in an 
hofpital, I fhowed the cafe to feveral profet- 
fional men, with an intention of recommending 
a fimilar operation inftead of that in common 

ufe; the gentlemen on whom ¢he improvement 
je profperity of the art are faid~to bee not 
having condefcended, at that time, to adopt it. 
The operation had fucceeded, and the cure was 
complete ; when I was fo unfortunate as to in- 
troduce one of the fupporters of the late bill to 
the patient, who advifed, that he fhould have 
a long ftrip of fticking-plafter applied to the 
part, in order to prevent a retraction of the 
gaflrocnemius mufcle. I remarked, that the - 
{kin was irritable, and’ had been excoriated by 
. the flips of adhefive plafter which had already 
been applied. To this he anfwered, that he 
had a fort of fticking-plafter, which never pro- 
duced any fuch effect. I knew at the time, this 
muft be a miftake ; and have feen different in- 
ftances fince, to confirm that opinion; but, 
from the confidence with which it was pro- 
nounced, his affertion gained credit with the 
by-ftanders, efpecially from. the gentleman’s 

holding 
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holding a fituation of fome rank. The confe-. 
quence however was, ‘that I had nearly loft all 
the reputation I had acquired by the cafe. An 
excoriation, as large as the plafter, took place ; 
which confined the patient much longer than the 
operation had done; and was not healed with- 
out great difficulty. The fame gentleman, when 
confulted about a difeafe confined to the thigh, 
declared it was a Jumbar abfcefs. 


Of fuch members is the Court of Affiftants 
principally compofed. Yet, to two refpectful 
applications from the opponents of the late bill, 
made at the inftance of Lord Thurlow, before 
his Lordfhip had declared his opinion of them to 
the world, the members of that Court did not 
deign to give an anfwer; and, after a conference, 
held in confequence of a third application, they 
returned a contemptuous reply. | 


After recapitulating the propofitions offered by 
the deputation oftheir opponents, the deputation 
of the Court of Affiftants produced, at the fecond 
interview, the following refolution : 


‘¢ The propofitions ftated by the deputies have 
<¢ been fubmitted to the Court of Affiftants ; and 
‘“two of them having been reprefented as indif- 
<¢ penfable, viz. , That all officers be elected 
‘annually, by ballot of the members of the 

Ff ‘© Corpora- 
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ir ‘Corpotation at large ; and that there be no 
c difqualifying bye-law, fo far as regards the 
ce "practice of midwifery and pharmacy : 


“ec ¢ The Court have confequently taken thefe 
‘© propofitions into their confideration ; and have 
* inftructed their committee to inform the depu- 
“ties, that they are unanimoufly of opinion, 
« that public utility, as well as their duty, call’ 
‘*¢ upon.them unequivocally to declare; that, to 
“ admit the propofed alterations in the a¢ct of 
«6 Parliament,. by which the Corporation of Sur= 
« eons has. been governed for upwards of fifty 
ce years, and. under the influence of which the. 
“c public have. been greatly benefited, and the, 
i profeffion « of furgery been rapidly rifing in repu- 
“tation, would be degrading to its pr oe effors, and, 
“e abandoning the fervice of the public.” 


After. expreffing their difapprobation of thefe 
two propofitions, they declare their readinefs to, 
renew-the conference, in order.to fettle the other 
part of the arrangement, provided their oppo-. 
nents will ee with thefe two demands. 


The. opponents of, the Surgeons’ bill, haying, 
gained. one, complete. vidory,. were {fo far from, 
withing 70, triumph over fallen enemies, that they, 
forgot, the. infults, and injuries. formerly received 


from, the framers of the bill; and again propofed 
a con- 
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a conference, in order to cenciliate the. contend - 
ing members of. the Corporation. To their 
friendly and polite overtures, a friendly and po- 
lite anfwer was returned. After the conferencea 
long paufe enfued,—a month. at leaft elapfed, 
before an an{wer was returned ; and we, have 
reafon to fufpect, that advantage was. taken of 
this interval, to {teal a march on the members 
of the Corporation at large; to abufe, the confi- 
dence they placed in the iffue of the negotia- 
tion, to prepare a freth bill for the fubverfion of 
their rights, and forge new chains to enthral 
them. old 

The anfwer of the Court of Affiftants to the 
propofal for an PS ESR breathed . a, {pirit .of 
moderation : 


wee 


« ___ but they their wonted pride _ 
Soon recolletinig, with hich words, that bore 
Sémblance of worth, not fubftance, gently rais’d © 


| Their fainting courage, and difpell’d theig fears.’? 


Who would expect the authors. of the Sur- 
geons’ bill, who made fuch an indifferent figure 
in the Houfe of Lords, during the laft. campaign, 
to {peak in fuch a lofty tone ?. It all becomes the 
heroes of Surgeons’ Hall to talk:fo big in the ca- 
binet, who looked fo ,little.in the field. Pride 
goeth before deftruttion 3 and a sl hd Spirit before 
a fall, 

Ff 2 That 
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That the public have been benefited by the 
_ Inftitution of a Court of Examiners, although 
founded on erroneous principles, I fhall not po- 
fitively deny. Without any compliment to that 
tribunal, or its members, we may fuppofe that 
many ftudents are fomewhat more afliduous, 
from having an examination hung over their 
heads i terrorem. ‘Thus, we admit, furgery 
may have flourifhed under its influence, as a 
field of corn flourifhes under the influence of a 
fcare-crow. 


How far the Court of Examiners have dif- 
charged the duties of their office, may be deter- 
mined from the following anecdote. A noble 
and learned Lord afked one of the’ principal 
fupporters of the bill, what objection he had to 
allow the members of the Corporation at large a 
fhare in the management of their own affairs ? 

‘The anfwer was, Some of them are ignorant, 
my Lord. ¢To-this his Lordfhip replied: The 
more fhame for you, Mr. G——, to let loofea fet 
of ignorant fellows, to poifon me, 


An attempt to injure the profeffional characters 
of any members of the Corporation, is rather un- 
becoming in thofe gentlemen, who grant the ve- 
nal diplama. To place this argument in a clearer 
light, I fhall prefent my readers with the form of 
that diploma + 


* Know 
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‘¢ Know all men by thefe prefents, that we, 
the Mafter, Wardens, and the reft of the 
*¢ Court of Examiners of the Company ‘of Sur- 
‘“¢ geons of London, to that purpofe chofen and 
** conftituted by the authority of Parliament, 
‘« have deliberately examined Mr. ——, and do 
* find him a fit and capable perfon to exercife 
‘« the art and fcience of furgery; and we do ad- 
‘* mit him to practife in the fame art, according 
‘¢ to the force, form, and effect of the ftatute in 
‘* that cafe made and ,provided. In witnefs 
‘¢ whereof we have fubfcribed our names; and 
«¢ have caufed the common feal of the faid Com- 
‘¢ pany to be fet to thefe prefents.” 


This declaration reduces the Court of Exa- 
miners to. an unfortunate dilemma. If the fuc- 
cefsful candidates merit this diploma, the Court 
of Examiners injure ‘hem by detraction ; if not, | 
they injure the public, by granting a licence to 
commit manflaughter with impunity. 


When the members of the Court of Examiners 
object to univerfal fuffrage, and univerfal eligi- 
bility, and exprefs an apprehenfion of being de- 
graded by fuch an alteration in the conftitution 
of the Company, they pay themfelves an ill- 
judged compliment ; and betray a confcioufnefs, 
either of their own mifconduct, or of their own 
defects. Degeneres animos timor arguit. How 

can 


2 


(") 92274) 
can thofe men be worthy to be members of a 
Corporation, who are not worthy to be eligible 
to office? How are thofe men fit to practife - 
furgery, who are not judges of the comparative 
merits of other furgeons, nor even worthy to be 
electors ? } 


When therefore the officers of the Corporation 
refufe to fubmit to the choice of practitioners 
examined and approved by themfelves, they pro- 
claim, not the unworthinefs of the members of 
the Corporation at large, but ¢heir own unworthi- 
nefs, to all the world. It is not an affociation 
with fuch men, nor their approbation, but the 
fear of being rejected by them, which occafions 
an alarm. Whatever contempt for pharmacy 
thefe gentlemen may entertain, (for it is well 
known, people fometimes defpife what they do 
not underftand), none of them would be de- 
graded, nor would public utility faffer any: great 
detriment, if fome of them were fent to learn 
pharmacy, which they ought to have learnt be- 
fore and others were remanded to the pefile and 
mortar, from which they fprung. 


But though I difapprove of the excluding bye- 
law, becaufe I deem it an unjuft fligma, yet I 
doubt if the apprehenfion of the Court of Exa- 
miners is well founded ; that, in cafe of univer- 
fal fuffrage, their Court would be. filled with 

; apothe- 
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apothecaries. In the firft place, it is natural to 
fuppofe, that hofpital-furgeons, and ‘profeffors 
of anatomy, would, in ‘general, be preferred as 
Examiners. Befides, it is well known to the 
members of the Corporation, that mutual 
jealoufies, and jarring interefts, would com- 
monly prevent the practitioners of ‘pharmacy 
from trying toaggrandize each ‘other. In addi-. 
tion to thefe arguments, it muft be obferved ; 
that gratitude for paft, and hopes of future favours, 
would influence all thofe, who have no expect- 
ations of rifing to the fame eminence, to vote 
for the practitioner who fends ¢hem his prefcrip- 
tions. , 


With fuch advantages, the prefent rulers of 
the Company can have nothing to fear, but from 
fuperior abilities ; nor even from fuperior abili- 
ties, till the mifts of prejudice are difpelled. It 
is, therefore, for the fake of confirming this pre- 
judice, that they wifh to confirm their execrable 
bye-law by aét of Parliament. 


- When we confider, that befides the members 
who have taken an active part againft the bill, 
and thofe who refide at a diftance, in all near 
eighteen hundred, the Corporation can boaft the 
names of Ofborne, Underwood, Cruikfhank, 
Clark, and Croft, we cannot but be rather furs 
prifed, that Mr. C. fhould with to ratify that op- 

probrious 
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probrious bye-law, and degrade fuch characters. 
Whether he was really the author of the book, 
or only fathered the offspring of another, as fome 
fufpect to have been the cafe, he deferves to 
have the fourth letter of the alphabet added to 
his degree ; and the three letters brought into 
clofe conjunction. It might then be faid, that 
much learning had made him mad. 


The gentlemen whofe names I have enume- 
rated, fill practife at leaft one of thofe branches 
of the profeffion, which Mr. C. deems inferior. 
Moft of them fave practifed the other. ‘Two of 
them are very eminent profeffors, whofe lectures 
Mr. C. has attended ; from which he has drawn, 
er might have drawn, a confiderable fhare of 
anatomical, chirurgical, and obftetrical fcience. 
Surely, no motive of felf-intereft, or hope of 
favour from the great champion of the bill, to 
whom, dum fortuna fuit, Mr. C. feemed literally 
to adhere, could inftigate him to approve of that 
obnoxious bye-law; and cafi an unmerited re-’ 
proach on thofe celebrated profeffors, to whom 
he is indebted for the beft part of his own know- 


Jedge. 


Mr, C. {peaks of inferior branches; and as he 
{peaks of them as juft caufes of exclufion from 
the offices of the Corporation, or College, it is 


evident he means pharmacy and midwifery; the 
two 
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two only branches of the medical profeffion that 
are debarred from preferment in the Corporation. 
They may ftill cup and fearify ; they may ftill 
blifter and glyfter ; they may ftill ‘ draw teeth, 
** or breathe a vein.” But if they fend out one 
potion for the colic, or bring one human crea- 
_ ture into the world, they forfeit all claim to the 
honours of Surgeons’ Hall., 


How unjuf and unwife this prohibitory bye+ 
law is, with refpect to pharmacy, [have elfewhere 


fhown. As to midwifery, it is an art, to which 
thofe who are in the habit of difparaging it, pro- 
bably owe their exiftence. It cannot be inferior 
in importance; perhaps it is fuperior, to any 
other branch of furgery, or of the medical pro- 
feffion. ‘Two lives, at leaft, are generally con- 
cerned in it; fometimes more: and, to fpeak in 
appropriate terms, it is pregnant with difficulties. 


A contempt for that profeffion, can only be . 


harboured in low and grovelling minds. Having 
remained too long in the hands of the ignorant 
and illiterate, it has not yet quite fhaken off the 
prejudice entertained againft it, by the vulgar 
and uninformed: but, befides the chirurgical 
fkill requifite for a practitioner of that art, the 
medical knowledge which is indifpenfably necef- 
fary for the due difcharge of his dives ought tg 
have enfured him refpect. 

Gg Of 
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Of the difficulties arifing from a deformed 
pelvis, from a retroverted, or a contracted ute- 
rus, from uterine hemorrhages, and from con- 
vulfions in the time of,labour, the healer of 
wounds, the bone-fetter, amputator, and litho- 
tomift, can form but a faint conjecture: how 
much lefs a man, who, it is faid, acts only as a 
common furgeon and apothecary; and labours 
under all the prejudice fo unjuftly excited againft 
his profeffion. 


One of the defenders of the bill endeavours to 
affert the honours of furgery, by faying, that it 
is of a recondite and abftrufe nature. How much © 
more recondite aud abftrufe is the obftetric art, 
both from its nature, and the neceffity of ob- 
ferving peculiar delicacy in its operations? But 
its practitioners havé no opportunity of blazon- 
ing their fame by public exhibitions, and per- 
formances, in the theatre of an hofpital. On 
the contrary, their judges are o/d women; who 
are moft likely to cenfure, when they ought to 
applaud. | 


Mr. C. affirms, that the theory of medicine is 
the true bafis of furgery. If fo, it is rather un- 
fortunate that any perfons are permitted to prac- - 
tife furgery, without pafling fome ordeal, and 
giving fome proofs of their underftanding the 
elements of that fcience. I knew a very eminent 

{urgeon, 


ae 


furgeon, who declared, rather ina boafting man-_ 


ner, and with a confiderable degree of {elf-fufti- 
ciency, that he had never read Sydenham; and, 
to do him juftice, I believe his declaration was 
true. This gentleman was of opinion, that ani- 
mal food was not hurtful in the fmall pox; and 


that in another well-known complaint, no medi- 


cine was more efficacious than bread pills ! 


Another very eminent furgeon, one of the pre- 
fent Examiners, not above four years ago, con- 


fined his patients during the eruption of’ the 


- {mall pox; and was afraid of letting them go 
acrofs the fireet. ‘The fame gentleman directed 
ftimulants to be copioufly adminiftered to a 
perfon labouring under a violent inflammatory 
difeafe of the arm: but his advice was not a 
lowed. 


Should there not be fome regulation, to pre- 
vent the ill effeéts of fuch empiricifm; which 
threatens the more fatal confequences when fanc- 
- tioned by great names? If furgeons are to practife 
in the medical department, let get be Wide ip es to 
a medical tribunal. 


It is a bcs with fome of thofe who do not 
practife pharmacy, or midwifery, to call them- 
felves pure furgeons. 4 hope they will in future 
Stick to their laf, and keep their hands pure. 

Gg2 The 
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The title mere furgeon would be full as proper. 
But if they will lay afide that modern phrafe, 
and ufe the language of their predeceffors, the 
world will agree to call them, as heretofore, 
fJurgeons; or fay, Mr. —— is only a Surgeon. 
What havoc muft have been made among their 
patients by the wort of thofe who are only fur- 
- geons, meddling in phyfic, from the numerous 
errors we haye feen committed by the def! 
Amicus Pott, amicus Hunter, magis amica Ve- 
rilas. 


Mr. C. tells us, it has been confidered as a ca- 
pital defect in the bill, that it contained no pro- 
vifion to oblige the members of the Corporation 
to affemble as a literary body, for the commu- 

nication of their refpective obfervations. 


He tells us, the Surgeons’ Company is a civil 
inftitution: but there are many who differ from 
him in opinion ; efpecially the army and navy 
furgeons, who have been treated fo very uncivilly 
by menaces and extortions; and the members of 
the Corporation, who have fuffered fo much in- 
jury from oppreflive bye-laws. 


To be ferious ;—Mr. C.. means, if he means 
any thing, that it isa fociety founded on a broad 
bafis; intended to promote a public purpofe; that 
it is a national inftitution. He tells us, that the 

end 
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end for which the Company was incorporated, 
was not the advancement of learning ; but fome- 
thing very different : viz. to protect the public 
from ignorant and unqualified practitioners. 
Thus we fee, it is acknowledged by one of their 
own advocates, that this fociety was not intended 
for the advancement of knowledge; and, that to 
offer literary performaces to a Corporation, is to 
caft pearls before fwine. 


This was the idea of the governors of the Cor- 
poration ; who had fuch an infuperable averfion 
to ail learning and improvement, that they ufed to 
bribe themfelves with five fhillings a head, out 
of the common ftock of the Company, for every 
lecture they attended at the Hall; and probably 
they thought themfelves but indifferently paid, 
for fubmitting to fuch penance. 


Not fo the conqueror of Italy; that hero, 
whofe praifes are refounded even by his enemies. 
When eleéted a member by the National Infti- 
tute in France, he prefented the following ad- 
drefs : ‘* The greateft of all triumphs, the only 
*¢ conquefts which occafion no regret, are thofe 
‘‘ made upon ignorance; and the moft ho- 
** nourable, as well as the moft ufeful employ- 
-& ment for nations, is to contribute to the exten- 
‘* fion of human knowledge.” ‘This great man 
thinks learning, -as well as virtue, its own re- 

ward ; 
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ward ; and would fcorn to receive five fhillings, 
for attending a ledlure of the fociety that has 
chofen hin a member. 


Fas eft et ab hofte doceri, 


That the Corporation was meant to be a poli- 
tical inf{titution, is doubtful; that it is not a 
politic one, is certain. -It is neither calculated 
to be productive of any material fervice to the 
community in general, or to this city in particu- 
lar. If it deferves the title of a civil inftitution 
in any ferife, it is only in one of the fenfes af- 
figned to it by Johnfon, that it is mot a natural 
inftitution. © 


Independent of its impolitic provifions, and 
‘the unconftitutional powers conferred on its felf- 
elecied governors, this Corporation bears intrinfic 
evidence of its being neither an emanation from 
the executive government, nor from the legifla- 
ture; but the fruits of a confpiracy againft the 
rights of profeffional men, and the interefts of 
the public. Had the Company been incor- 
porated for the fake of protecting fociety from ig- 
norant and unqualified practitioners, the act of 
incorporation would have contained a claufe, to 
prevent furgeons from practifing without a di- 
ploma. It is alittle remarkable, that the Court 
of Examiners fhould have been fifty years in dif- 
covering, 
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covering, that they were not provided with 
proper powers to anfwer the end of their infti- 
tution. 

Mr. C. cbferves, “ It would bea curious, and 
“very ufeful undertaking, to inveftigate the 
“¢ principles of organization in {mall f{ocieties: a 
“* fubject certainly worthy of inquiry; but hi- 
** therto very little underflood, or even confi- 
** dered.” I fhall therefore attempt a fhort effay 
on that fubject; and chalk out a flight fketch, in 
hopes that Mr. C. or fome other able hand, will 
complete the defign. 


One {pecies of {mall fociety is called’a confe- 
deracy. Its organization is extremely fimple ; 
and confifts in linking two or more perfons toge- 
ther in the bond of {elf-intereft. ‘This kind of 
{mall fociety is generally hoftile tothe peace and 
happinefs of mankind. Such was the confe- 
-deracy which enflaved the people of Poland; and 
fuch was the confederacy which enflaved the 

furgeons of London. ye 
Another fpecies of fmall fociety is called a gang. 
The former plunder by wholefale;, the latter by 
retail. The latter as well as the former, at 
length become fo hardened, from efcaping with 
impunity, that they tiave been known to commit 
‘their depredations in the purlieus of Newgate and 
. | the 
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the Old Bailey; and even to pick pockets under 
the very gallows. 


There is another fpecies of fmall fociety, called 
a Corporation : 


There at his banquet fits the lazy drone, 
And reaps the fruits of labours not his own. 


It differs in fome meafure from a college, 
which confifts of working bees alone. Thefe, if 
they are fuffered to remain unmolefted, are in- — 
duftrious ; and endeavour to approve themfelves . 
valuable members of the community: but I~ 
would advife Mr. Chevalier not to provoke. 
them, otherwife he may find they have /mgs. 


Mr. C. obferves, that ‘ the labotirs of the 

*« Royal Academy of Surgery in Paris need no 
‘s-encomium. They are before the public in 
“< five quarto volumes; replete with proofs of the 
*‘ ability of their authors.” ‘The Counfellors of 
the Academy of Surgery in London have pub- 
lifhed only one fmall pamphlet, entitled, The 
Surgeons’ Bill. This, which may be called 
multum in parvo, is a greater curiofity than any 
thing contained in the whole five quarto volumes 
of the French Academy. It tends to exalt the 
authors of it above their fellows. No fuch extra- 
ordinary production ever iffued from the council 
of any other learned fociety under the fun: I beg 
their 
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their pardon; they feem to have been under the | 
influence of the moon. — | ’ 


Mr. C. pays a juft ‘tribute of applaufe to: the 
labours of Mr. Pott. They redound highly to 
his honour: but till it can be proved that the 
Corporation hada fhare in his works, it has no 
more a title to {hare in his fame, than in the for- 
_tune which he left behind him. He alfo beftows 
ahigh encomium on Mr. Hunter: but this is an 
everlafting reproach to the Court of Examiners ; 
, which, till the day of his death, never elected 
him one of their number, 


Mr. C. takes notice, that ‘ in the year 1743 an 
‘* edict was iffued in France, diffolving the con- 
‘€ nexion between furgeons and barber-furgeons ; 
“ that furgery was rapidly improving in England; — 
_ * that anatomy was taught in feveral parts of the 
“ city of London by profeffors of confiderable ability ; 
“< that feveral new hofpitals had been erected, and in 
‘< all of them the education of pupils was admitted.” 
He adds, ‘* The good effeéts of thefe charitable 
*< inftitutions were every where vifible, by the 
_ ©ftriking recoveries of patients who were fent up 
to them from all parts of the country, 1n cafes 
‘* formerly confidered as almoft certainly fatal. 
‘< ‘The public mind was therefore difpofed to think 
* favourably of an art,’by the perfection of which 
‘ every one might look for relief; under a large 
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* and afflicting portion of the fufferings common 
* to humanity.” 


Thefe circumftances, it feems, together with 
the rank the French furgeons had obtained, in- 
creafed the defire of the furgeons of London to 
break off their connexion with the barbers. 
How unfortunate it is for the credit of certain 
gafconading gentlemen and their encomiafts, 
that Mr. Chevalier has not a better memory. Had 
he. not forgotten himfelf, and the caufe he has 
efpoufed, he would not have made the age of 
improvement in furgery commence two years be- 
fore the feparation of furgeons from barbers. He 
would firft have given an account of the erec- 
tion of Surgeons’ Hall; ‘and then have ex- 
claimed in ttiumph: Incipiant magni proceder 
menfes !- AS ED | 


Previous to the period above mentioned, Mr.C. 
obferves, “it was almoft impoflible for the fur- 
<* eons in England to keep pace with their bre- 
“ thren in France: that there were but two hof- 
*nitals in London; that no pupils were al- 
“lowed in one, and only nine at a time ad-° 
‘< mitted in the other; that the rulers of the 
* united Company, a majority .of them being 
*‘ barbers, ftrenuoufly maintained the bye-law, 
*« which fubjected every member who diffected a 
 hody out of their Hall without their permif- 

. © fion, 
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*< fion, to a penalty of ten pounds, and rigor- 
<¢ oufly profecuted all who difobeyed it.” The 
_ removal of thefe impediments, and the abolition 
of the title of Barber-furgeons, might do much 
towards recommending the profeffion of furgery 
to men of liberal education ; and enabling them 
to make a proficiency in the fcience. But to 
what was this reform of its eftablifhment owing? 
_ To what, but to the gradual improvement of 
arts and {ciences, in this and other countries ; 
and to the eftablifhment of anatomical fchools, 


and of hofpitals which pupils were fuffered to” 
attend ? 


Thus we find, that the fargeons did not dif- 
folve their connexion with the barber-furgeons, 
till the golden age of improvement had begun to 
dawn. Hence, advantage may be taken by 
fome future knight errant, who may fally forth to 
defend the caufe, and to vindicate the honour of 
barber-furgeons. He may pretend, as other gen- 
tlemen and their Chevaliers have fince pretended, 
that the improvements made in their time, are 
made by their influence, and under their au- 
fpices.. 


Upon this occafion, I cannot help fancying 
that I fee Barber-furgeons’ Hall in an uproar, 
and hear the clerk of the Company read the fol- 

H bh: 2% lowing 
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lowing refolution of the Court of Affiftants : 
namely, (not, to wit), 


« The propofitions ftated by the duputies have 
** been fubmitted to the Court of Affiftants ; and 
‘© two of them having been reprefented as indif- 
$ penfable, &c. 


‘‘ The Court have confequently taken thefe 
** propofitions into their confideration, and have 
“ inftructed their Committee to inform the De- 
¢ puties, that they are unanimoufly of opinion, 
“that public utility, as well — their duty, call 
** upon them unequivocally to declare, that, to 
“ admit the propofed alterations in the act of 
“‘ Parliament, by which the Company of Barber- 
“‘furgeons has been governed for upwards of 
“‘ two hundred years, and under the influence of 
‘‘ which the public have been ‘greatly benefited, 
“¢ and the profeflion of the Barber-furgeon been 
« rapidly rifing in reputation, would be degrading 
“ to wts profeffors, and sansa the fervice of the. 
§ lah steiep 


“How would it have heightened this farce, if 
there were any members of that Court, who ob- 
jected to the admiffion of fuch as practifed what 
they themfelves had practifed; who had af- 
cended to that Court by means of an hofpital, and 
to that hofpital by means of /emporary votes created 
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at their own expenfe 2? How would it heighten the 
farce, if there were any members in that Court; 
who had gained their feats merely. by their in- 
tereft, or fortune, or connexions ? How would 
it heighten the farce, if there were any members 
in that. Court, who were in) an m/olvent flate ; 
and {carce able to filence the claisors of their im- 
portunate creditors? — 


If anatomy is now tolerated, if hofpitals are 
increafed, and pupils allowed to attend them; 
if able profeffors dbound ; if an ardent zeal for 
‘knowledge is kindled, and an enthufiaftic fpirit 
of inquiry gone forth; no thanks are due to 
thofe, who have held forth nothing but difcou- 
ragements and exclufions, both to’ pupils and 
' profeffors in general; and who, from a mean 
felfifh motive, have tried to damp the ardor of 
that zeal, and to extinguith the {pirit of that en- 
“thufiafm, in the breaft of every rival candidate 
for fovea and for fame. 


The hope of applaufe, dnd fear of difgrace, 
in the trying hour of examination, are powerful 
incentives to diligence in a generous mind ; in- 
dependent of any merit in thofe who execute’ the 
funGtion of Examiners. Ifthe Examiners of the | 
. Surgeons’ Company have no profeffional cha- 
racter but what they have earned by the fervice 
rendered to the public’ in their corporate capacity, 


mney. have but little to boaft. 
‘¢ Cotem- 
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« Cotemporary with Mr. Pott,’ fays Mr. 
Chevalier, ‘‘ were many in England, who have 
«‘ done honour to their profeffion and to their 
<“ country; and the benefit of whofe labours ts 
°¢ ftill defcending to thoufands, that know little 
«© of the fource from whence it is derived. ‘The 
<‘ names of Sir Cefar Hawkins and Mr. Brom- 
“field are ftill in remembrance; and will go 
«¢ down with honour to pofterity.” 


Infandum, Chevalere, jubes renovare dolorem ! 


Let any one look at the portraits drawn by 
Mr. Chevalier, fuch was the Court of Examiners ; 
’ let any one look at the portraits drawn by me, 
fuch zs the Court of Examiners. It was once il- 
luftrious: But oh! how changed, how fallen! 
When Mr. Chevalier recalls to mind the merit of 
former times, he only makes us lament the more 
the degeneracy of the prefent. ‘The advocates 
for a {cientific body muft be confcious of a weak 
caufe, and driven to a forlorn hope, when they 
talk of hereditary claims : 


Et genus, et proavos, et que non fecimus ipfi, 
Vix ea noftra voco. ‘ 


Whatever talents were poffeffed by the majo- 
rity of the Court of Affiftants, they were all ex- 
erted in fupport of the Surgeons’ bill. Whatever 
influence, interefl, intimidation, or importunity 

could 
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could do, was done. In point of intereft, power, 
and patronage, the fupporters of the bill were 
every thing: their opponents nothing. The 
ftrength of the fupporters of the bill was im- 
menfé: but it was not direéted with equal wit- 
dom. Vis con/fili expers mole ruit fud. They were 


a brood of giants: but what is to be dreaded | 


even from a brood of giants, when they trample 
on jufiice, and confound right and wrong, in 
order to gratify their ambition ? 


Happy would it be forthe public, would they 
- but exert a fmall fhare of their talents in medical 
inquiries ; and not doom their patients to fall 
victims to their empiricifm. Too many dreadful 
proofs of their ignorance of medicine occur, to 
leavea doubt of this in the mind of any prac- 
titioner of the leaft experience. A gentleman 
who was troubled with a furgical complaint, alfo 
Jaboured under a violent peripneumony. He 
had a fevere cough, Hot fkin, flufhed counte- 
nance, furred tongue, and quick and hard pulfe. 
Inftead of the antiphlogiftic plan, the chief fur- 
geon who attended him, a very eminent man, 
directed a generous diet, in order to promote the 
incarnation of the fore. He not only allowed 
him animal food, but advifed him to drink 
porter, and port wine freely; and to take a dram 
of powder of bark three times a day. After a few 
days, he foretold, that his patient would die of 


a de- 
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a decline ; and by perfevering in his plan, veri- 
fied his prediction. - 


I have heard it affirmed, that ifthis gentleman 
had diverted his attention more to medical pur- 
fuits, he would not have made fo good a furgeon. 
] prefume to think otherwife; and to hazard an 
opinion, that the beft furgeons, when deftitute of 
_ medical knowledge, deftroy more by their pre- 
{criptions, than they fave by their operations. Be- 
fides, it is well known, that the neceflity of moft 
operations might be prevented by timely care and 
fkill; and that internal and external remedies are 
equally capable of contributing to that defirable 
end. The prefervation of a patient by manual 
operation, is not the whole duty of a furgeon ; 
there is another effential part of his profeffion, 
which it behoves him to remember: Occidit qui 
non Jervat. 


Mr. C. endeavours to juftify the Court. of Af- 
fiftants for attempting to alter the conftitution of 
the Company, without convening the Corpora- 
tion. As well might he try to juftify a fteward, 
for attempting to alienate his lord’s eftate without 
his confent.. Befides, they petitioned Parlia- 
ment for a new act, in their individual, and not 
their corporate capacity. Add to this, having 
violated two acts of Parliament, they had for- 

| feited 
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feited all the power and authority over the Cor- 
poration which they before poffeffed. 


Mr. C. remarks, that hitherto the members 
have taken an oath, to obey the governors in all 
lawful things; but he takes care not to inform 
us, that by the propofed act they were to take an 
oath to obey them in all things, /awful and 
unlawful. | 


- 


He maintains, that by the new act, the Court 
of Affiftants would .not acquire any additional | 
power over the members: forgetting that they 
would acquire a power of taxing them without 
their own confent, and an abfolute dominion 
over their property...They would likewife ac- 
quire an abfolute dominion over their confcience, 
by an unconditional oath of obedience; and a 
ratification of that arbitrary and unjuft bye-law, 
which excludes nine-tenths of the Corporation 
from. all municipal diftinctions ; and operates as 
a difparagement on thofe who have given the 
fame proofs of ability with themfelves. 


Mr. C. declares, that the additional power 
had refpect to none but future fettlers, between 
ihe diftance of feven and ten miles round Lon- 
don. This isa grofs mifreprefentation : for it is 
notorious, and muft have been known to one 
- who attended the progrefs of the bill in the ; 
li : Houfe 
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Houfe of Lords, that the additional power was’ 
likewife propofed to be extended over all army 
and navy furgeons who fettle in, and within 
feven miles of the mictropolis. 


But, Mr. C: adds, indeed ‘this could not be 
properly called an additional power ; it was only 
an extenfion of the fame power to other objects. 
According to this doétrine, the Court of Af- 
fiftants would not acquire any additional power, 
if they were ‘authorized by aét of Parliament to 
tax all the people of Great Britain. 


Mr. C. obferves, that the moft tateridl objec- 
tions to be confidered, are thofe which are made 
againft the principle of this, and the former Sur- 
geons’ bill’: by this He ‘means 4a principle of def- 
Yotifm. He ‘tells us, that’ to'exorcife this fright- 
ful fiend from the affairs of this extenfive and in-. 
creafing Corporation, ‘various expeédients have 
been fuggefted. Thefe expedients, he tells us 
were imperfect. Tt'is no difgrace to the oppo- 
nents of the bill, not to have béen able to pro- 
pofe extemporaneous remedies for all the tyran- 
nical and oppreffive claufes, and all the blunders 
of the Surgeons’ bill. It is rather a difgrace in 
the authors of ‘that bill,‘to impofe on ‘them fo 
difficult a tafk. 


id, : He 
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_He tells us, that one of the expedients pro- 
pofed was, to make the officers of the Company 
annually elective. This, however he may dif-~ 
approve of it when it fuits his purpofe, may be 
fupported by arguments which-he himfelf has ad~ 
vanced. He afferts, that “ publicity is always a, 
‘* {pur to active minds: that men of talents will 
‘¢ not devote themfelves to any fcience, without, 
* the ufual encouragements ; and that thefe en- 
*“couragements are rank and fortune.’ It is 
therefore a natural inference, that the greater 
the probability of reward is, the greater improves 
ments will be made in fcience; and the more 
numerous the candidates are, in whom you ex- 
cite emulation, the greater profpect is opened of 
advancing it to perfection. 


Mr. C. informs us, that the focieties of fur- 
geons of Edinburgh and Dublin have both been 
incorporated as Colleges without hefitation. This 
proves, that the objection of Parliament was not 
to the title of College. In the conftitution of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, the 
Examiners are annually elected by and from the 
~whole College ; and yet, Mr. C. admits, they 
were incorporated without hefitation. Here 
then is a precedent, here is a model, and the 
only. model, of a College of Surgeons, that is 
hitherto ait (eat in this kingdom. With fuch 


an example, I truft the Legiflature will not re- 
he.2 fufe 
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fufe to eftablifh a fimilar inftitution in this great 
capital: an inftitution, that fhall reflect equal 
honour on themfelves, on the members of a li- 
beral profeffion, and on the metropolis of the 
Britith empire. 


Mr. C. xemarks, that the annual eleCtion of 
the Prefident. and Council of the Royal Society 
‘furnifhed a pretext for this propofal, to the op- 
ponents of the Surgeons’ bill. He might have 
added, that the annual election of the officers of - 
the Antiquary Society, and the annual clection 
_ of the officers of the College of Phyficians, fur- 
nifhed a fimilar pretext. 


. He avers, that, to adopt this alteration, would | 
produce a dependence of the moft odious kind. 
This is fo completely refuted by the experience of 
other focieties, that it fearce deferves an anfwer. 
It would create no other dependence, but fuch 
as has always been found conducive to the wel- 
fare of every learned fociety. A mutnal de- 
pendence of the old on the young, and of the 
young on the old, would ftimulate both to dif 
phage load refpective duties with fidelity. 


No man appears more BLS eas of the. bene- 
ficial effedls likely to refult from a frequent elec- 
tion, than the prefent worthy Chamberlain of the 
city of London; though no man ftands lefs in 

need 
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need of fuch an admonition. His addrefs of 
thanks to his fellow-citizens is fo excellent an 
elucidation of the point in queftion, that I fhall 
infert an extract from it in this place :—*«< No- 
*< thing now remains for me, but to endeavour 
** to juftify the confidence of my fellow-citizens, 
** by a faithful difcharge of my various duties. J 
will never forget, gentlemen, that I am conftantly 
“ dependent on ‘your Juffrages : and it is my fervent 
“ hope, that every anniverfary of my appointment 
“< may return with undiminifhed Jentiments of kind- 
* nefs on your part, as it will sic ae ing fenfi- 
«© bility and gratitude on mine.” | 


Befides other advantages arifing from this fa- 
lutary cuftom, an opportunity is afforded of cor- 
- -recting a bad choice at the end of the year; and 
of fubftituting men whofe talents are ftill in their 
vigour, in the room of thofe who have fuffered 
from- inevitable decay. Even Nature herfelf, 
feems to: point out the neceflity of frequent elec- 
tions ; 


sé Vidi leéta diu, et multo fpectata labore, 
Degenerare tamen ; ni vis humana quotannis ° 
Maxima queque manu legeret. Sic omnia fatis 
In pejus ruere, et retro fublapfa referri. 

Non aliter, quam qui‘adverfo vix flumine lembum 
Remigiis fubigit ; fi brachia forte remifit, 

Atque illum in praceps prono rapit alveus amni,” 
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Mr. C. informs us, that ‘‘ the great plea for 
*¢ the neceility of an alteration in the conftitution 
€* of the Company, is founded on the ftatement_ 
* of their affairs drawn up by Mr. Gunning. In 
fs this he points « out their mifmanagements; ; which, 
“¢ as far as they refpect the prefent tubject, are 
‘reducible to three heads; inattention. to their 
“« minutes and accounts ; neglect in the condud of 
g¢ their leGiures, and unneceffary expenfes.” He 
adds, ‘* Cruttenden, the clerk of the Company, 
’ « who had been imprudently confided in, went 
‘¢ off with eight or nine hundred pounds of their 
‘money. In this long, unfettled, encumbered 
© ftate of things, which lafted near forty years, it 
‘Sis no wonder irregularities crept into the ma- | 
“‘nagement of their minutes and accounts ; 
which at length became habitual.’ Another 
fault, for which Mr. C.’ confeffes they have no 
fufficient excufe, is, that they have not given 
any regular chirurgical lectures; though they — 
have received two legacies for that purpofe. | 


Thus, according to Mr. C.’s own account, the 
| Company may well exclaim: Forty years long 
were we grieyed with this generation. Not only 
the members of the Corporation were diflatisfied 
with their proceedings; but army and navy dur- 
geons; a great number of whom were intimi- 
dated by their menaces, and fubmitted to their 

extor- 
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extortions, as many an indignant fufferet is 
ready to teftify. Others, to the amount of fifty, 
‘entered into an affociation, and defied their 
threatened ‘profecutions. Complaints againft 
their mifmanagement, and their illegal exactions, 
have been diffeminated far and wide ; yet thofe 
gentlemen, in their Defence, circulated among 
the members of the Houfe of Peers, have the 
modefiy to affert, and Mr. C. re-echoes their af- 
fertion, thdt in their condu@, not a fingle abufe 
of power has hitherto been difcovered ; nor one 
fingle complaint ever been made againft them. 
Surely they have forgotten Mr. Gunning’s long 
catalogue of complaints ; recorded in their own 
minutes; but, alas! recorded ‘in vain. Mr. C: 
owns they have been guilty of inattention to their 
minutes. ™ : . | 


°Mr. C. ‘tepéats the old pretence of ‘their x 
amining ‘army and navy furgeons gratis. This 
has been fufficiently exploded in the preceding 
pages. “He acknowledges that the prefent mode 
of ‘paying the Examiners is exceptionable: and 
adds, that in the year 1790, a propofal ‘was 
miade“by ‘Mr. Gunning, the Mafter of the’Com- 
pany, to‘a'noble Lord at that time high in ‘of- 
fice, ‘for'Government to allow'a falary of four or 
five hundréd-pounds ‘a year, to be divided ‘be- 
tween the ‘members of the ‘Court of Examiners, 
inftead’ of fees. He 'then “obferves, ‘that foon 
seh after 
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after this, the war commenced; _and it wag 
thought an improper time to urge the matter 
further. This is a ftrange reafon for not conti- 
nuing to urge the requeft: for when was Govern- 
ment fo likely to comply with it, as when the 
Court of Examiners had it in their power to 
render important fervices to the public’in return? 
Were not the characters of thofe gentlemen well 
known to. be difinterefted, we. might fufpect, 
that they ceafed to weary Government with their 
importunities in the time of wars and tumults, 
and adjourned the queftion to the halcyon days 
of peace, only becaufe the war-receipts of Sur- 
geons’ Hall far exceeded a falary of ee or five 


hundred pounds per annum. 


Mr. C. alleges, that as far as mifmanagements 
have been detected, the Court of Examiners have 
been their own, accufers, by admitting the free 
examination of their books. This is a grofs 
mifreprefentation. In allowing an examination 
of their books, they only made a virtue of ne-' 
ceflity. It was not done fpontaneoufly ; nor 
until a noble and learned Lord, of great and 
deferved influence in the Houfe of Peers, had re- 
commended to the opponents of the bill, in the 
committee-room of that Houfe, to examine the 
books of the Company; adding, that if it was 
refufed, the Lords would give them an order for 


that purpofe. Thus it appears, there was no 
felf- 


‘ 
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felf accufation, or voluntary confeflion, on the 
part of the Court of Examiners, or the Court of 
Affiftants. On the contrary, we have reafon to 
conclude, as well from their general conduct, 

as from particular confeflion, that they, did not 
- recollect the contents of Mr. Gunning’s minute ; 
_but that the minute itfelf, and their-own mif- 
deeds which had given it birth, were buried to- 
gether in oblivion. It is probable, the parties 
accufed, after perufing the minute which ar- 
raigned their conduct, never thought of it again: _ 
otherwife they would not have fuffered fuch a 
damning proof of their flagrant dereliction of 
duty to remain on record, and to rife up in judg- 
ment againft them, without attempting one fub- 
{tantial reform till now, ) 


The great plea, which Mr. C. talks of, for 
the neceffity of an alteration in the conftitution 
of the Company, was proved by the clerk of the 
‘Company to be a /ham plea. It was even denied 
by the fupporters of the bill, that any alteration 
in the conflitution of the Company was intended: 
and the fame doctrine pervades the greateft part 
of Mr. C.’s own work. It was a defire of in- 
demnification that firft prompted the rulers of 
the Corporation to apply to Parliament : and it 
naturally occurred to them, that this was a fa- 
vourablé opportunity to gratify their ambitious 


views. | 
Kk | What- © 
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Whatever mad ichemes they devifed, the mem- 
‘bers of the Corporation at large were to be the 
futferers : | 


Quicquid delirunt reges, plectuntur Achivi. 


The Raiineite of the bill have not aii fuf- 
tained great inconvenience and lofs in their pro- 
feffional bufinefs, from the duty impofed on 
them of refifting the attempted encroachments, 
but are obliged to bear for the prefent, and per- 
haps will ultimately bear, the greater part of the ° 
_expenfe. And wherefore is all this expenfe in- 
curred? The great plea, it feems, is; that the 
rulers of the Company, thofe gentlemen whofe 
merits, Mr. C. declares, cannot poffibly be 
greater than they are, have been inattentive to 
their minutes and accounts; negligent in their 
lectures, and prodigal in their expenfes; and 
required an act of Parliament, to compel them to 
difcharge their duty. 


But was this a reafon for attempting to rob 
army and navy furgeons, and levy contributions 
to a greater extent round London? The fame 
plea, necefity, might be advanced by other gen- 
tlemen ; when they levy contributions, and make 
their collections round London. But when men 
in power, whether in a civil or uneivil capacity, 
think proper to indulge their inordinate ambi- 
tion, there will never be wanting fome bafe 

toal, 
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tool, fome mean fycophant, to varnifh over 
their crimes ; | | 
——and with neceffity, 
The tyrant’s plea, excufe their dev’lith deeds. 


But Mr. C. acquaints us, that the whole pre- 
tence for accufation refts on their conduct of 
their own bufinefs ; in which the complainers 
‘had no right to intermeddle. ‘This is a fine 
leffon for ftewards, that proprietors have no 
right to intermeddle in the management of their 
own eftates. If this is a true ftatement of the 
cafe, it is high time for the conftitution of the 
Company to be altered. 


When Mr. C. declares, that with regard to 
the conduct of the Court of Affiftants towards 
the Company at large, not a fingle abufe of 
power has hitherto been difcovered; not one 
fingle complaint has ever been exhibited; he 
muft be prepared to go great lengths to ferve his 
new friends. This affertion is the more ftrange 
in Mr, C, after his alluding to many of the com- ° 
plaints brought by the Company againft the 
Court of Affiftants for their conduct; fuch as mif- 
management of the revenues, unjuft exactions, 
unjuft exclufions from places of honour , and 
emolument, mifapplication of legacies, neglect 
of giving leétures, negleé of purchafing a library, 
neglect of calling general courts upon important 

Kk 2 Ne occa- 
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occafions ; unjuft alienations of the property of 
the Company, improvident purchafes, improvi- 
dent expenditure; and laft, not leaft, an at- 
tempt to deprive them of every veftige of their 
remaining rights, and to rivet their chains by a 
new act of Parliament, obtained without their 
content. 


a It is rather indifcreet to hazard fo. bold an af- 
fertion, as that, no abufe of power has been 
difcovered in the Court of Afliftants, nor one 
complaint exhibited againft them, when it is no- 
‘torious, that for a long time not only the Houfe 
of Lords, but the. whole kingdom, refounded 
with the complaints of the Corporation ; and, 
on account of the magnitude of the grievances 
fuftained, and the complaintsmade, by the Cor- 
poration, the public.attention was more excited 
by the Surgeons’ bill, than by any other private 
bill in the prefent age. 


When. Mr. C. calls the Corporation of Sur- 
geons a civil inftitution, he feems to forget, that 
its concerns are regulated by private bills, ori- 
ginating from the Corporation. Did Government 
confider it as a public inftitution, as perhaps it 
ought to be, it would not leave the management 
of its parliamentary | bufinefs in the hands of fuch 
bungling workmen. : | 


* 


~ 


si When 


mae, 
When ruminating on the nature of the defence 
of the conduct of the Court of Affiftants, fet up 


by Mr. C. I was led into a train of reflections, - 
which I think will ferve more clearly to elucidate — 


the point; and to enable the public to judge of 
the force of Mr, C.’s arguments. He fays, as 
far as mifmanagements have been detected, the 
Court of Examiners have been their own accufers, 
by admitting the examination of their books; and 


that the whole pretence for accufation refts on ' 


their condudl of their own bujinefs, in which the 
complainers had no right to intermeddle. 


Reflecting on this kind of vindication, I could 
not help fancying that a nobleman’s fervants had 


a grand ball and fupper below ftairs; that the 


wardrobes of their lord and lady were {tripped 
in order to attire the builer, houfekeeper, and 
lady’s maid; the gentlemen of the livery, the 
cook, and ladies of the bedchamber; the tables 


decorated with the choiceft viands, the fide-board 


with plate, and the glaffes fparkling with bur- 


gundy and champaign. In the midft of their 
feftivity, fhould the noble owners of the manfion, 
alarmed at the riot and noify mirth, and high | 


life below ftairs, chance to defcend, or order to 
difcover the caufe, the domeftics might tell them, 


that the nobility have no bufinefs with their own 
affairs; that they have been entrufted to fervants 


from time immemorial; that the whole pretencé 
for 


sows id 
ie 
sabe 
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for acoufation refts on their condu& of their own 
bufinefs, in which the complainers have no right 
to intermeddle ; that as far as mifmanagements 
had been detected, the defendants were their own 
accufers, by admitting the noify mufic into the: 
houfe ; and that their lord had nothing to do, | 
but to pay the piper. If this fhould not fatisfy 
the complainers, they might add, in the words of 
Mr. Chevalier, that the office they held was a truft 
committed to them for civil purpofes; and that a 
‘: precedent, to juftify their conduct, might be 
found in Lincoln’s Inn. 


_ Mr. C. alludes to the bye-law which excludes 
practitioners of pharmacy from advantageous of- 
fices ; but I cannot perceive, that he exprefsly 
mentions its excluding the practitioners of mid- 
wifery. Poffibly he did not attempt to occupy ° 
that poft, becdufe he thought it untenable: but 
if midwifery produces nothing better than the 
authors of fuch wretched pamphlets, as thofe we 
have lately feen in defence of the Surgeons’ bill, 
it is lefs beneficial to mankind than any other 
branch of the medical profeffion ;.and onght to 
be degraded accordingly. 


But although he does not direfily men- 
tion. midwifery, he feems to glance at it, by 
fpeaking of furgeons who do not intermeddle- 
with inferior branches of pradtice. If a branch 

of 
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of the medical profeffion is contemptible, becaufe 
it has at times been practifed by the ignorant, I 
fear no branch of it deferves to be held in much 
efieem. 


Mr. C. obferves, that the point to be confi- 
dered is, whether there are any good reafons for 
_ confining the government of a college of fur- 
geons, to thofe who are furgeons only ? ie 


_ Upon this occafion, in addition to the argu- 

ments before advanced on that fubjeét, I thall 
infert fome obfervations communicated. by a 
learned and 1 ingenious friend. 


“Die Royal Academy of Sciences in Paris was 
‘* founded in the year 1666. 


*‘In page 2, tom. 1. of the Hiftory of that 
«¢ Academy, the editor, who, I believe, was Mr. 
<‘ Du Hamel, gives the following account of the 
“improvements of anatomy a little anterior to 
¢ this time ; which improvements feem to have 
‘¢ originated rather from the difcoveries of a phy- 
“ fician (Dr. Harvey), than from the furgeons 
‘“‘ themfelves: and it is, I think, very probable, 
‘¢ that almoft every improvement, both m fur- 
“‘ gery and anatomy, to the prefent hour, may 
“ be traced up to this period ; or at leafi it is much 
indebted to the light then thrown out. Cer- 

“¢ tainly 
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** tainly we cannot refer any one of them to.the 
’ € general merit of the Corporation of Surgeons 
“ of this kingdom, notwithftanding their extra- 
« vagant pretenfions.—-—. 


*¢ The editor of that work obferves, that in 
‘¢ England Baron Napier has rendered himielf fa- 
«© mous by the invention of logarithms, and _ 
‘ Harvey by the diicovery, or at leaft incon- 
** teftable proofs, of the circulation of the blood. 
«The honour which has accrued to the whole 
*“ Englith nation from this new fyftem of Harvey, 
«“feems to have attached the Englith to ana- 
“tomy. ‘Many of them have taken certain 
‘* parts of the body in particular for the fubject 
‘of their refearches; as Wharton the glands, 
¢¢ Gliffon the liver, Willis the brain and nerves, 
«© Lower the heart and its motions, &c.—— 


«© On the commencement of this Academy, as 
*¢ foon as the chamber or company of mathema- 
‘¢ ticlans was completed, the attention of its 
‘© members was turned to a company or chamber 
*‘ of phyfic. As our opponents imagine the in- 
« tereft of the public would be completely fa- 
‘‘ crificed, by’ admitting any into the. council 
‘¢ who unite a knowledge of any other branch of 
‘© medicine with that of furgery, let us fee how 
FM, Colbert, the then prime minifter of France, . 


s org at that time, in conformity with the ge- 
« neral 
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 neral with of the Academy itfelf, The perfons 
«¢ he nominated for the chamber of phyfic, con- 
*< fifted of two phyficians, two chemifts, two 
‘** anatomilfts, and one’ botani{t.—-— . 


« When the mathematicians and phyficians af- 
“‘fembled for the firft time, the firft queftion 
“ propofed was, whether thefe two boards fhould — 
“in future be feparated, or united? It was de- 
_*€ termined, that they fhould be united, £ Geo- 
“ metry and phyfic are in themfelves united, and 
‘¢ depend. on each other for mutual affifiance.’ 
“ What would our pure, or rather our /mple 
“ furgeons, think of even a propofal of this fort, 
** at the prefent day ? not only a Council uniting 
‘* al] the branches of the healing art; but even 
_“ mathematics and geometry at the fame time ?” 


- The fame gentleman has favoured me with the 
following remarks on Mr. C.’s calculations con- 
cerning the late Surgeons’ Hall, and the houfe 
Jately purchafed in Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 


«© If Mr. C. were as accurate as he ought to 
« haye been, confidering how much the books of 
** the Corporation were at his fervice, he would - 
“ find, that the expenfes ofthe old Hall, inftead 
“of being annually, as I think he has ftated 
ss ‘them, at 240/, could not amount to more than ~ 

ant “913hs 
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913/.; but he does not defcend to. parti- 
“* culars. 


“ He fiates, that the annual faving to the 
“ Company will be 160/. by the purchafe of Mr. 
‘¢ Baldwin’s houfe; being the difference between 
< 80], the annual amount of the mere taxes of 
“the latter houfe, and the above 240/.: as if 
“© 8o/. were the total annual expenfe of this laft 
* purchafe. Who does not fee, that the intereft 
‘© of the money with which it was purchafed, is 
“‘ the real rent of the houfe itfelf, and ought to 
-& be notified:as fuch ¢ 


‘“* He has fiated, that the repairs neceflary to 

‘* be made in the old Hall, would have amounted 
“€ to 2000/. ‘Whence he acquired this knowledge, 
‘© ] know not: the furveyor’s report made the 
““fum 1s00/. He has omitted to ftate, that the 
“ repairs neceffary to be made, even in Mr. 
** Baldwin’s houfe, according to the fame report, 
‘** at the very time of purchafe, would at leaft 
«* amount to sco/.; as he hasalfo, that the ground- 
«rent of the old Hall was almoft reduced to a 
‘¢ cipher, by an advantageous fale, on the part 
“‘ of the Company, to the Newgate committee, 
“‘ of a piece of ground, which ufed formerly to 
“ be a garden for the clerk ; and for which the 
« faid committee paid the Company goo/. on July 
6th, 1769, over and above sol. an expentfe 
| & which 


~~ 
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« which the clerk pretended to have incurred i in 
* confiructing his a ny 


'* The 260/. per annum mentioned by Mr. €. 
* accrues, I fuppofe, from the intereft of the 
“‘ money, or a part of the money, funk in con- 
** firucting the Hall, added to the annual ex- 
*¢ penfe of taxes, &c. Certainly it cannot accrue 
‘from annual repairs, confidering the ftate of 
‘utter ruin, into which the prudence of the late 
** Court has fuffered the building to fall: but the 
“greater part of this money is equally funk, 
** whether the Hall be fold or repaired: and fo 
‘* far as relates to this matter, it will be an evil 
“ felt as fully, in one cafe as inthe other, The 
“ Company, however, have had the ufe of this 
“ money, and have enjoyed its utmoft value; 
“for they have enjoyed the ufe of the building 
«© which was erected by its expenditure, till that 
“building was completely worn out, and the 
‘© mere ruinous materials remain. No part of 
‘this money ought, therefore, to be taken into 
“¢ confideration, in the valuation of prefent annual 
“ expenfe, excepting what it was probable would 
‘© be recovered by a fale of the wreck itfelf. 


«The only fair queftion, then, that can be 
«« propofed is the following : 


‘ Lla “ What 
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' & What is the difference of annual expenfe 
“ incidental to the Company, between a reten- 
*€ tion of the old Hall, and the purchafe of Mr. 
‘¢ Baldwin’s houfe, calculating both at the time 
of thé aforefaid fale and purchafe ? both edi- 
** fices having formerly been worth confiderably 
‘* more, 


‘*To determine this, take ‘the following 
“¢ tablesi: 


’ 
% 


‘Value of the old Hall, as eftimated from the price 

“ given, 2100/. Annual intereft of this fum which has 
**now been realized, part being a bond, and partin 
“*the funds, about . $3 peer OF SORT Be £ 108 
~“ Annual ground-rent to the city . . . . »« « 60 
Stimrmunleasek tr neo «a's ai eiaiieue Mee LL Sree 45 
| ae 

id Total annual 1 eipeife of the old Hall at the time of 
WTAE see a: hg Poe EO Le Co tp Catt, Mee 


*¢ Value of Mr. Baldwin’s houfe, eftimated as above, » 
‘* from the price given by the late Court, being 14,000/. 
«in the 3 percents. Annual intereft . . . - 340 

e FAO a) TANCE 9 sot oho kt Roe ye AY Wii i Suge Le 


$¢ Total annual expenfe of Mr. Baldwin’s houfe «\)* 420 

66 Fornigtyaohunl pependiute, Fike tet hatn. ie. Gule18 

** Annual furplus of expenfe to the Porpany, produced 
by thenew purchafe . 9, - 5 + 6 + 6 + 207, 


mame stare sed 


et 


46 It 
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« Tt is faid, however, that 2000/.. was flated 
*¢ by the furveyor as a fum neceflary to be funk 
‘¢ in repairs of the old Hall. This, as before ob- 
“ ferved, is alfo an exaggeration; his report 
‘‘ having been 1500/. Compare this expenfe 
** with the fame furveyor’s report of monies ne- 
** ceflary to be funk in repairs, and other mat- 
** ters confequent on the purchafe of Mr. Bald- 
*€ win’s houfe. 


® Repairs of the old Hall. 2. 2. + « 6 =o: £4,509 

6¢ Repairs of Mr. Baldwin’shoufe . . « £ 500 

‘¢ Building a library in the houfe, and a theatre 
“in the Old Bailey, as noticed by Mr. C. 800—1,300 


pea Ta? 


“¢ Surplus of expenfe in repairing the old Hall 200 


Saws) 


<¢ So that, after all that has been faid, the old 
«¢ Hall, when fully repaired, would have coft 
‘<¢ only 200/. more than muft be expended in re~. 
‘pairs and offices, in confequence of the late 
‘* purchafe, if it be retained ; even according to 
<¢ the eftimate of the Court itfelf. To fave this 
€© g00/. to the Company, the officers of the late 
** Court have confented to part with a fum out of 
‘© the Company’s property, yielding the yearly 
<‘ intereft of 213/. and this for a perpetuity! ! 
« and yet here is a young man fent forwards by 
© themfelves into the world, to trumpet forth 
their unrivalled fagacity in this transfer of 
| “© buildings ; 


( 262 ) 


* buildings; and the vaft gain they have hereby 
“* added to the Company’s treafury !!! 


‘«“ But they have at leaft acquired, we are told, 
« by their conduct, a freehold eftate for a leafe- 
*‘ hold; which at once counterbalances every 
ss poffible difadvantage ; and proves the late pur- 
«« chafe to have been a far better bargain than 
“the former. Yet even to this propofition I — 
© can by no means affent; and for very ob- 
«vious reafons. I have already ftated, that by 
“ 3 fortunate fale of a part of the ground belong- 
‘ing to the old Hall to the Newgaté committec, 
«¢ the Company acquired the nett fum of gool. 
“fo long ago as July 6th, 1769. What the 
«Court have actually done with this fum, I 
« cannot, exactly tell: but what they ought to 
«¢ have done with it, I have no hefitation in de- 
<‘ termining: and that is, they “fhould immedi- 
«ately have converted the whole of it, both 
“principal and intereft, into a finking fund ; 
‘‘ with a view of defraying the expenfe of erect- 
‘‘ing the Hall itfelf, as alfo of being provided 
*‘ with an adequate refource, againft any very 
*« heavy repairs that might occafionally demand 
«< their attention, or even the purchafe of a free- 
*¢ hold eftate, upon the actual termination of 
‘the leafe, if at that time found advifable. 
‘¢ Had this rational plan been purfued, when, 
‘nearly thirty years finee, the above fum of 

. «6 goo, 
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“* goo/, was added to the Company’s. treafure, 
‘< they would even now have had. nearly double 
“the fum in their hands, which the ruinous 
“<-ftate of the old Hall required, at the time of 
“* its fale, to have put it into complete repair: 
“and had it not been fuffered to run to fuch a 
. “ ftate of ruin, and the repairs been from time 
‘* to time duly attended to, had they retained 
“ this building in their own hands, and fiill fuf- 


‘¢ fered the above finking fund to have accu-. 


‘* mulated, the Company, on the termination of 
‘‘ the prefent leafe, of which about fifty-four 
** years remain unexpired, from the above gool. 
“* alone, would have been in poffeffion of a fund 
‘‘ iffuing from the very leafe itfelf, equal to 
** twice the purchafe of the fee fimple either of 


- $¢ the old Hall, or of Mr. Baldwin’s houfe : the. 


«© accumulating capital, even allowing occafienal 
‘* drafts upon it for neceffary repairs, at that time 
** being at leaft worth 11,000/, fierling. 


‘¢ Before then I could confent, that the latter 
*« purchafe, although that of a freehold, and al- 
“lowing it had been acquired at a much more 
“ yeafonable fum, is 2 better bargain than the 
«* leafe of the ground for the old Hall, 1 muff be 
** told, that there is a profpect. of benefiting the 
« Company by the fum of at leaft gool. by the 


«< fale of fome part of the frecholditfelf- Butain-_ 


“ ftead of this, inftead of the Company's  ac- 
| 1 quiring 


ae 
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quiring 9oo/. after all the expenfe they have 
“‘incurred by the purchafe, we are told that the 


 fum of 1300/. more remains yet to be {pent 


éc upon the nev to make it fit for ufe.” 


Mr..-C. obferves, that the great objection to 
ihe propofed conftitution is the power of making 
bye-laws. Certainly it is confidered in that 
light; efpecially when the perfons vefted with 
that power are not chofen, nor approved of, by 
the members of the Corporation at large. 


This power he thinks not likely to. be abufed, 
becaufe no bye-law can be valid, without the 
fanction of fome of the great law officers. 
** Hence,” he fays, ‘* no wanton, or illegal in- 
** convenience, can ever be laid upon the mem- 
‘¢ bers at large.” That an injury has been com+ 
mitted on the Corporation at large is certain; it 
is alfo notorious, that it was committed under 
colour of Jaw. If the law really conferred on them 
this oppreffive power, all we can fay to their 
i exercife of it is, Jammnern jus eft fumma 
a: 


‘The power of the Court of Affiftants to make 
betas Mr. C. fays, is a civil truft. If fo, 
‘they have exercifed: it rather in an acivil man- 
mer. He tells us, it has only thefe objects in 
_ ™iew ; ‘the qualifications of praditioners, ‘ the 


4 © fupport. 


ses} 
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* fupport of the dignity and privileges of the 
“ profeffion, and the management of reccipts 
‘and expenfes belonging to the inftitution.” 

That the Court of Affiftants have grofsly neg- 
lected their duty in all thefe refpects, is mani- 
feft from the proofs adduced againft them by their 
opponents, and even from the confeffions of 
their own defenders. : oe 


‘* Beyond thefe,” fays Mr. C. ‘ and what re-. 
** Jates to thefe, they can have no power; and 
** whatever is directed to thefe, muft be, upon 
‘‘ the whole, advantageous to the members at 
ys large ; and cannot admit of any fubftantial 
‘€ erievance, - which will not {peedily correct it- 
‘* felf.” Under the head of receipts and expen-. 
diture, Mr. C. artfully conceals the power of 
taxation. This isa mafked battery, intended to 
be played off as occafion may require. Mr. C.’s 
idea of receipts and expenditure may be well ex- 
plained by a fponge. That which was ufed by 
the Gourt of Affiftants had a great. abforbent 
power; but they knew how to fqueeze it. out. 
They {queezed it moft unmercifully, which was 

a fubftantial grievance; but as inanition in- 
scaled the abforbent power of the fponge, 
as it drank with moft avidity when it was 
moft dry, it was a grievance which Aetaiy cor 
rected iufelf. 


Mm Not 
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Not fo the power of admitting unqualified 
practitioners. The more they tafted the fweets 
of that office, the lefs-were they able to refufe the 
perquifites. Not only poverty, which has often 
found a way into that Court, but even wealth, 
is unable to refift the fatcinating charms of 
lucre : 


Crefcit amor nummi, quantum ipfa pecunia crefcit. 


In fhort, I appeal to the defences publifhed in 
favour of the Surgeons’ bill for proofs, that the 
_ groffeft abufes have prevailed in the Corporation ; 
and although the indigence of the Company has 
a tendency to correct itfelf, it is only by the help 
of extortion. 


Mr. C. obferves, that as the over/ight of thetfe 
objects muft be entrufted fomewhere, Govern- 
ment ought to entruft it to perfons of tried abi- 
lity. Perhaps, inftead of Government, he ought 
to have faid, the Legiflature.. The ability of the 
late managers of the Corporation has indeed been 
tried, and found wanting. \t is for Mr. C. to 
fay, whether he would with the /uperintendance 
of thofe duties to be fecured in a fucceffion of 
fuch perfons: we all know, they are well enough 
qualified for the overfight of their duties ; for 
they have overlooked them in a ftrange manner. 


Mr. 
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Mr. C, juftly remarks, that the power of elec. 
tion is of the utmoft importance; but argues ill 
when he maintains it ought to be confined to a 
few. He thinks twenty-one perfons fully com- 


petent to tranfact the bufinefs of the Company 3". 


and that where it can be fafely tranfacted by a 
few, it is improper to commit it tomore. What- 
ever we may think of the competency of twenty- 
one to manage the affairs of the Corporation, we 
agree with him, from paft experience, that ¢here 
is no peculiar charm in that number. 


Mr. C.. takes notice, that the reciprocal influ- 
ence of perfonal and official digmty, is one of 
—thofe fubje@s, on which the new light has not 
yet condefcended to fhine. I beg therefore he 
will inform us, whether there is more official 
dignity in an extortioner, or perfonal dignity in an 
infolvent ? for neither of thofe characters is new 
in that Court. Their reciprocal influence muft be 
great, 


Mr. C. alludes to the bye gees cfs excludes 
practitioners of pharmacy ; and is of opinion, 
that although it has been the fubject of many 
_ fevere animadverfions, “ the circumftances muft 
‘* be very rare, that will make a departure from 
“this rule admiffible.” It muft be acknow- 


ledged, that, owing to the want of encourage- 


ment, or rather to the difcouragement, held out 
Mm 2 to 
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to them by the Court of Affiftants, the majority 
of the members of the Corporation, who are 
practitioners of pharmacy, have not cultivated 
their chirurgical talents as they could have done: 
‘but for this their oppreffors, who ought to be 
their protectors, are to blame. 


But Mr. C. tells us, that if circumftances 
fhould occur, that make it neceflary to depart 
from this rule, thofe who make the bye-law will 
have full power to make the exception. This is 
a very convenient bye-law: it may be broken at 
pleafure. It is a draw-bridge, which will ferve 
to keep out rivals: but it will accommodate ittelf, 
to let in a friend upon occafion. 


Mr. C.’s confeffion is rather unfortunate for 
his patrons. It proves that the bye-law was hot 
intended to keep out wngualified perfons; for 
fuch they need not elect; but to raife a prejudice 


47 


again{ft thofe members of the Corporation, who, , 


from a more general knowledge of the medical 
proféffion, had fuperior claims to the confidence 
of the public, 


What but jealoufy has caufed all the fatgeons 


of difpetifaries to be proferibed ? It is no difficult . 


matter to prove, that in curative furgery, many 


furgeons of difpenfaries, a8 well as private fur- 


geons, are no lefs fuecefstul than thofe who be- 
long 
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long to hofpitals : and in operative furgery, per- 
haps not lefs expert. Such mean jealouifiés, 
and felfith monopolies, in profeffional men, are 
no lefs injurious to the public, than difgtaceful 
to themfelves, 


To the great names, with which this work is 
interfperfed, of furgeons blending other branches 
of the médical profeffion with thet own, may be 
added all army and navy furgeons, and fort 
nine out of fifty of thofe who are fettled thitsiigh. 
out the Britith dominions: men, who, by their 
fkill in the medical a8 well as the furgical de- 
partment, and by greater attention to tei pa- 
tients than what is met with in hofpitals, prevent 


the frequent néceflity of operatidris; But many 


of whom are capable of performing them, when 
neceffai ary, in a maniier that does theni n6 diftre- 
dit. In Scotland, pharmacy is practifed by fur- 
geons in general. 


As the defenders of the Surgeons’ bill agree in 
beftowing high encomiums on the Academiy of 
Surgery in Paris, I fhall extract a few obferva- 
tions from the preface to theit Mémdits, in order 
to correct fome erroneotis ideas éntertained by 
the friends of the bill. My readers will exctife 
my giving thefe quotations an Englith diets, 

though lefs elegant than thé original. 


“Te 
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* If furgery is fo difficult to be acquired,. 
« would it not be entertaining an unjuft idea of 
“it, to reduce it to the art of operating? This 
‘¢ art 1s undoubtedly an effential part of it; it is 
** the operation which principally characterifes 
¢* the furgeon: but the art of operatiiig, confi- 
“ dered abftra@edly, depends merely on anato- 
** mical knowledge, and dexterity of the hand. 
«* Practice gives this dexterity; but it. gives not 
“‘ the genius and the lights which ought to di- 
$¢ sect it,” 


‘¢ Hence, they who eftimate the value of | 
vi ‘ furgery by operations alone, they. who believe 
« that it is nothing but a long habit of operating 
< that forms a great furgeon, labour under a very 
“¢ profs mifiake.  In-order to judge the better in 
- this refpect, let us examine operations as they 
“¢ are in themfelves: they may be reduced, either 
‘into operations which are defcribed, or into 
« thofe operations which vary according to the 
_ parts on which they. are performed, and ac- 
-* cording to the difference of the difeafe. 


« The place of thofe operations which are de- 

“ fcribed is always fixed, the line is traced, the 
“* courfe, of the operator is governed by rules. 
—* Can the habit which guides the furgeon in this | 
_ line, where all the fteps he is to take are 
& marked out, and from which he cannot de- 
‘© viate 


( 271) 
* viate if he has any memory or eyes, can this 
“habit be a decifive eee of capacity and 
“s talents ? 


“ Thofe furgeons who reft all their merit on 
** this foundation, degrade themfelves, and dif- 
“‘ parage their profeffion. The knowledge which 
<¢ is fo neceffary in fuch cafes to dire&t the hand, 
<¢ does not comprehend all that is requifite to 
‘‘ form a furgeon. The operations which are 
“regulated thereby, although they generally 
“¢ firike the vulgar, are but one point in the-cure 
“¢ of difeafes. A knowledge of the cafes which 
‘* require them,. of the accidents that enfue, and 
‘the treatment which ought to vary according 
**to the nature and the diverfity of thofe ac- 
“ cidents, are not all thefe effential obje@s of 
bs furgery ? 


‘«¢ The profound knowledge which conftitutes 
“ the bafis of furgery, conftitutes the merit and 
“¢ the difficulty of that.art: it fhows us, at the 
‘* fame time, from what hands we may expect 
“its advancement. Great furgeons are as rare 
« as genius, learning, and talents: genius is the 
** fource of light, it is the univerfal infirument ; 
‘« but it is, if we may be allowed the expreffion, 
“like the body: it becomes torpid from inac- 
«tion. A mind that is uncultivated is as inca- 
3 wt of diftinguifhing objects; of feeing their 


<* affinities, 


( 272 ) 

*¢ affinities, and of purfuing a regular chain of 
* reafoning, as the body is of agility and flexi- 
“bility without previous exercife. It is there- 
** fore neceffary, that the underftanding fhould 
** be prepared for its initiation in furgery, as well 
*€ as for its initiation in other fciences: that 1s to 
as fay, it fhould be furnifhed, in the ftudy of this 
‘art, with that knowledge which unfolds to us 
« the operations of nature. Without this know- 
ledge, it is impoffible to penetrate to thofe 
truths, which form the rules, by which we 
mi ought to conduct ourfelves in the cure of 
“f difeates.” : 


Our authors next inform us, that the progref- 
five improvements} made in furgery, are owing en- 
tircly t to fuch as were guided by this knowledee. 
After mentioning the names of fome of the moft 

eminent, they add, “‘ Many of thefe great men 
ef joined t the title of phyfician to that of Jurgeon ; 
* becaufe in foreign univer fities phy c has not been 
“‘feparated from furgery, as in the Universi ity of 
“< Paris.” 


' Here is a tacit acknowledgment of the mem- 
bers of the Royal Academy, of the impolicy of 
their Univerfity, which refufed to admit fiudents 
into the par of medicine, unlefs they abd 


to, | #Aw¥ 


scr bluh : $ 
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 blufhy:\Jet them) fee; by the confeffion even of 
Surgeons; whom they are in the habit of extolling, 

that furgery is indebted for the: progrefs it has 
made, to. our illuftrious countryman Harvey, 
and other practitioners of medicine; and difcern 
the impolicy of excluding from the government 
of the Corporation thofe who blend any other 
branch of the healing art with their own. 


Mr. C. affirms, that furger,: has flourifhed 
_uhder the late regulation. In like manner, Chrif- 
tianity flourifhed under Julian the apoftate. “He 
doés not even pretend, that the governors of the 
Corporation have done any thing for the im- 
provement of the fcience, except in their indivi- 
dual capacity. The only feminaries for the edu- 
cation of furgeons, are private ahatomical thea- 
tres; and hofpitals, in which the Corporation 
has'no concern, and over which it has no 
control. 


‘He tells us, that the members of the Court of 
-Affiftants have afked for higher rank, becaufe it 
has already been beftowed:on their brethren in 
‘Scotland and Ireland ; whofe merits, great as 

they may be, cannot be fuperior to their own. 
Tt is rather unfortunate, that Mr. C./has brought 
fuch a body of evidence againft his ‘patrons, as 
mutt nai es all his teftimony in their favour. 


Nn Uses 
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‘Upon the whole, I cannot but declare, that 
. Mr. C. appears to be the cat’s-paw in this work. 
He publifhes again, in a confufed and contra- 
_ dictory manner, thofe allegations of the peti- 
~tioners for the Surgeons’ bill, which have  al- 
ready been fo completely refuted. It is, how- 
ever, a little firange he fhould aver, that the 
merits of the managers of the Corporation are 
fuch as cannot be exceeded, after allowing, that 
they have bee. negligent in their accounts, la- 
‘vith in their expenditure; and that they had 
“omitted to give lectures for the improvement of 
» the fcience, although two legacies were left for 
_. that exprefs purpofe.. He does not inform us, zhat 

they omitted to receive the legacies. | 


He tells us, they have afked for an addition 
of three miles'to their jurifdiction, for the public 
good and fafety only. He adds, that as the means 
of inftruction are now fo much eafier of accefs, 
it is doubly difgraceful that practitioners fhould 
be fuffered, who are deftitute of proper informa- 
tion. But, as the. means of inftruCtion are fo — 
ealy of accefs, why fhould not every furgeon be 
compelled to undergo the fame examination ; 
_efpecially.as the only objects with the Court of 
Affiftants are the public good and fafety ?. Frem 
their difinterefted fpirit, it may be prefumed, 
that, for the public good and fafety, they would 
have no objeCtion to examine every furgeon in 

the 
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thekingdom, provided they receive half a guinea 
each for his Soper 


He tells us, that the prefent {tate of their . 


funds will permit them to exonerate their mem- 
bers from the further payment of quarterage. If 
fuch is the flate of the funds, after their late pro- 


fufe expenditure, the quarterage muft long She 


been an ald ah 


He tells us, “they will be enabled to fet on 
— “foot an eftablifhment for chirurgical inftruc- 
“‘ tion; greatly needed, and loudly called for by 
‘* every principle of policy and national juftice.” 
Here is a frank confeffion, that the purpofe for 
which. the legacies were bequeathed to the Cor- 


poration was laudablé, and the -inftitution of ; 


leGtures neceffary; nay, that it was loudly 
called for by every principle of policy and na- 
tiorial juftice. Yet we are told, that the ma- 


nagers of the Corporation, whofe merits cannot 


be furpaffed, have long been in poffeffion of en- 
dowments and funds deftined for that purpofe ; 
which they refufed to apply to their-proper ute. 
Having no confidence in their own intentions, 


they wifh to bind themfelves to the performance 


of be duty, by an act of Parliament. 


Since I began writing thefe remarks, I have 
converfed with feveral gentlemen who were 


N.n 2 prefent 
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prefent at the meetings at the Crown and Anchor, 
who affure me, that Mr. C. was at, firft one of 
the moft ftrenuous oppofers of the Surgeons’ 
bills, and that he was one of thofe who aflifted 
in drawing up the petition to the Houfe, of 

Lords; and figned that petition. He. was alfo 
7 one, of thofe, who, paid the firft fubfcription to- 
wards defraying the expenfe. .At the fecond 
mecting, he read a paper, containing reafons 
for changing his opinion of the bill. Thefe rea- 
fons were, derived from) official authority; but, as 
Mr. C. obferves,, they prodnead il Hitt eps cst 
on the company... | . 10} 


me i 1 ata to the ans were Of no ak 
as Mr. C. affirms, it is rather furprifing, he be- 
came a profelyte to, them, ; It is no compliment 
to. the Houfe of Lords to affert, that the bill 
was thrown. out by that Houfe in confequence, 
of objections which were of no force; efpecially, 
a bill which had three times received the fanction. 
of the Houfe of Commons, and pafled: twice, 
through the Houfe of Lords, and thrice through 
a committee of that Houfe. ObjeGtions of no 
force could never induce fuch a grave affembly,, 
confifting of fenators educated in the fcience,of. 
legiflation, and of the brighteft luminaries of the 
law, to acknowledge their errors, and refeind 
their refolutions, . vi 


~ 
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' ‘They who faw how. clofely Mr. C. ftuck on his 
new friends, ‘after his apoftacy, and who have 
read’ his ‘:panegyrical performance, may fancy 
they fee a fifh of the parafitical kind, who, con- 
{cious of his‘own weaknefs, clings to a fith of a 
larger fpecies, from inftin@: yet is fo far from 
conferring any benefit on the animal to which it 
is attached, that it caly encumbers him with a 
dead weight.’ He loads his new friends with 
undeferved praife ; ‘which is fharper than the fe- 
vereft fatire. He hugs them like a bear; and 
kills them with /his kindnefs. The fate of the 
Court of Affiftants is fingularly hard: their 
pretended friends prove their bittéreft enemies: 
He makes the third Jif2 defender;. who has 
undertaken their caufe, and left it the worfe see 
et sees | . 


He hal confident, that after perufing ‘his; 
book, written by a furgeon and apothecary, the 
Legiflature will be convinced, that a fargeon and 
apothecary is more ignorant than a fimple fur) 
geon,—that thofe who underftand two or three 
branches of a profeffion are more ignorant than 
thofe who underftand but one, and confe- 
quently, that the Surgeons’ bill ought to pafs, 
and will pafs. 


| He fuppofes there are gentlemen, who fancy 
that the bill bears fome refemblance to the arbi-' 
At I "trary 
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trary fyftems of government in different parts of 
Europe, which have lately been blown up with 
revolutionary gunpowder. Hence he labours 
the more afliduoufly to fupport the Court of 
Affifiants ; and concludes, that now when he 
has rifen to affert their caufe, the bill will pais. 


Should that-great event, the devout wifh and | 
ardent, prayer of the {elf-elected rulers. of the 
Corporation, take place, Mr. Chevalier ought,, 
as a reward for his fervices, to be ftationed be-- 
fore the gate of the houfe lately ‘dedicated to Atf- 
culapius in Lincoln’s Inn Fields. ‘There he. may) 
ftand, like Janus with his double aie 3) and i ai: 
the temple... ) : 


Should that renowned bill, that precious mo-, 
nument of defpotifm, the devout wifh and ardent 
prayer of every felf-elected ruler of the Corpora- 
tion, be preferved from the ravages. of revolu-' 
tionary, gunpowder, which Mr. Chevalier fo 
much dreads, another inftance will ftand on re- 
‘cord to prove, that {mall caufes may fometimes 
occafion great events. Rome was faved by the 


cackling of a goofe. 


When Mr. C. efpoufed the caufe of the Court © 
of Affiftants, and afferted their claim to an act of 
Parliament conferring collegiate honours, he 
little expected they would fo foon abandon that 

13 claim. 
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claim... He little expected, they would fo, foon 
defpair of procuring an ac, on the principles 
of the late bill. Ofthis, the confident manner 
in which he fpeaks. of the probability of their 
f{uccefs in the prefent feffion, is a fufficient tef- 
timony.— | 


He had little -reafon to apprehend, that they 
would fo fuddenly renounce the proud object of 
their ambition, that of*rivalling the College of 
Phyficians in rank and dignity ; and be content 
with foliciting a patent for their practice, like fo 
many quacks ; putting themfelves on a footing 
with a brother-member of the Corporation, the 
proprietor of Leake’s pills. 


They who know, that the Court of Affiftants 
have been trying in vain to appeafe that great 
man, who, in the laft feffion of Parliament, 
vanquifhed them with his breath, are not at a 
lofs to account for their having refolved on this 
humiliating and degrading meafure. The recol- 
Jection of their difcomfiture in the Houfe of 
Lords, terrified their imaginations : 


for fuch another field 

They dreaded worfe than hell: fo much the fear 
‘Of Thurlow’s thunder, and the voice of Thurlow, 
Wrought ftill within them. 


‘When 
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When Mr. C. called the victorious opponents | 
of the bill panic-ftricken gentlemen, he little - 
fufpected his own clients would again be panic- 
ftricken quite fo foon. He and his friends had 
formed but a faint idea of the inflexible integrity, 
and unfhaken refolution, of that great man, who 
had once before difappointed their ambition. 


Juftum et tenacem propofiti virum; 
Non civium ardor prava jubentium 
Mente quatit folida. 


What mortification muft Mr. C. have felt, 
‘when, after his confident affurance of fuccefs in 
Parliament, he condefcended once more to aé&t 
as the humble emiffary of the fupporters of the 
bill; and, at a general meeting of the members 
“of the Corporation, recommended a concurrence 
and co-operation with the Court of Affiftants in 
their endeavours to obtain @ patent ! This pro- 
pofal, a great majority of thofe who were prefent, 
fpurned with indignation. | 


It has been rumoured, that the noble and 
learned Lord allowed, the friends of the bill 
might obtain a patent. ‘This, if true, was no 
great compliment: it is no more than might be 
faid of all the quacks in the kingdom. Certain 

it is, he denounced the wrath of Parliament 
_ againft any future Surgeons’ bill, founded on the 
principles of the laft. Certain it is, they have 
not 
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not’ yet forgotten’ the force of his eloquence, nor 
recovered from ey fhock of his refentment. 


| -——So much the ftronger prov’d 
He with his thunder: and till then who knew 
The force of thofe dire arms? 


The frequent and fubmiffive embaffies of the 
Court of Affifiants to him, who has hitherto fruf- 
trated all their defigns, and blafted all their 
hopes, prove that their pride is humbled ; that 
they fue for grace, and tremble at his difplea- 
fure. The renunciation of all hopes of parlia- 
mentary fanction to their ambitious projects, and 
their prefent humble attempts, prove that thete 
embaffies were unfuceelsful. 

Had Mr. C. been cumenber of one of thofe 
embaffies, he would have beheld a manly cha- 
racter: not a reed fhaken by the wind; but 
an example of conftancy, and an emblem of 
the Britifh oak. i 


Ille, velut rupes vaftum quz prodit in equor, 
Obvia ventorum furiis, expoftaque ponto, 


Vim cunctam atque minas porter coelique aera 
Ipfa immota manet. 


The members of the Corporation at large 
would be wanting in gratitude, did they not alfo 
pay the juft tribute of applaufe to many other 

Oo diftin- 


4 
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diftinguifhed, perfons, of rank;and talents; who 
honoured. their caufe with fapport.... By their ine 
defatigable exertions, and their difinterefted 
zeal, they have deferved well of the members of _ 
a liberal’ profeffion; and are entitled to be ranked. 
anene the benefactors of mankind. 
7 it Byers 

Amidft. all the salsniifics. and pits ia of 
the prefent hour, from whatever fource they 
{pring, I truft we are not fallen on fuch evil days," 
but that we have ftill fenators, who. deem. other 
objects befides war and finance worth. their care. 
We have {till fenators, who, by their unwearied 
attention to other duties, have evinced a due re- 
gard to the health and happinefs of the people : 

fe aia fui memores alios fecere merendo. ‘ f 

~ If the fortunate opponents: of the late Sur- 
geons’ bill are not wanting to themfelves,'I truft, 
they will never want the fame countenance and 
protection which they have already experienced. 
A fteady perfeverance i in the line they have hi- 
therto purfued, cannot fail to crown their. efforts 
with final fuccefs; by fecuring an act, calculated 
at once to protect the rights of. individuals,. and 
promote the caufe of fcience; an aét, founded 
on the broad bafis of univerfal esis and the 
py good. That juaw. ach bilge - 
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THE following circular letter, from the Com- 
| | “mittee chofen by the general meeting’ of the 
members of the Corporation, will fhow the 
| Bisco ftate oe affairs. | , 


Af SURGEONS’ COMMITTEE. 
“London Coffee-houfe, Ludgate-ftreet, 
“SIR, | March 3d, 1798. 
‘¢ THE Committee nominated by the Jatt 
general affembly of the members of the late 
Corporation of Surgeons held at this place, for 
the purpofe of preparing a bill of incorporation, 
have been furprifed at the circulation of a letter 
from Mr. Oakey Belfour, their late clerk, figni- 
fying, that the perfons ftill affuming the title of 
Court of Affiftants, had judged it right to 
petition the Crown fora charter; and attempting 
to juflify their egal fale of Surgeons’ Hall, &c. 
and the injudicious purchafe they have made. 
The Committee deem it their duty to exprefs their 
entire difapprobation of this conduct. It appears 
upon this, as upon all former occafions, the 
Court of Affiftants, without deigning to confult 
the members at large, have predetermined what 
is to be done; leaving them no.other power 
than that of affixing their names to a petition; 
and it feems that they have already refolved to 
apply for the charter, however few the fignatures 
they may be able to procure. This innovation of 
a charter is contrary to the ancient practice. 

: Qo 2 *¢ 16 
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“Tt is now two centuries and an half fince the 
furgeons of London were firft incorporated by 
acts of Parliament, which was done with the 
manifeft approbation of the whole kingdom. 
It was evidently agreeable to the prefent Parlia- 
‘ment, that the Corporation of Surgeons fhould 
continue to be united by their authority ; for the 
Houfe of Commons paffed a late bill for that 
purpofe, and the Houfe of Lords paffed it like- 
wife on the two firft readings; it was rejected on 

the third, not becaufe their Lordfhips were averfe 
~ to the furgeons being incorporated by an act of 
Parliament, but on account of certain unjuft and 
oppreflive claufes which had been introduced 
into the bill. It is likewife clear, that the whole 
body of furgeons (without exception), from the 
days of Henry the Eighth to the prefent time, 
have preferred being incorporated by an ach of 
Parliament. 


“© This was the uniform opinion of thofe who 
petitioned againft the late bills and furely it was: 
that of thofe who petitioned for it, or why did 
_ they petition at all? Itmuft particularly have been 
the opinien of the late Court of Affiftants, who 
cauted the bill to be prefented. They can only 
have altered their opinion now, in confequence 
of finding it impoffible to deceive the watchful 
eye of Parliament, by obtaining claufes injurious 
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to the public, and to the rights of the members 
of the late Corporativn. 


“ For thefe, and other reafons which might be 
urged, it is requefted, that no member of the 
late Corporation will fign the petition for the 
charter; which is intended to fubvert their ancient 
jaws and government; or that they will at leaft 
wait till the Committee lay before them a draft 
for the intended bill, which will be ready ina 
few days. 


* It will then be found, that the Committee - 
have adopted fuch claufes as havesa tendency to 
public utility, as well as the honour of the mem- 
bers; that they have amended fuch parts of the 
Jate bill as gave juft offence to the majority of | 
the late Corporation, and that they have exe — 
punged fuch others as met with the reprehenfien 
_of the Lords of Parliament.° 


«< Your Committee likewife think it their duty 
to inform you, they are well affured, that there 
exifts at this inftant a want of unanimity among 
the members of the late Court of Affiftants, on 
. ry of applying for the propofed char- 

; the principles of which are precifely fimilar 
to pbs of the bill fo lately a by the 
Houfe of Lords. | 


« By order of the beni 


« y. SIMPSON.” 
From 
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_ From the notification circulated by Mr. Bel- 
four it appears, that the members of the Court of 
Affiftants do not think proper to prefer their pe- 
tition for a reftoration of the powers of the Cor- 
poration, in Parliament, where they are too 
well known. 


It muft afford great pleafure to the members 
of the late Corporation, to hear from the Court 
of Affiftants, that the public good has been the 
fole guide of their conduct: efpecially as it was 
a kind of information not likely to come from any 
other quarter. 


They tell us, that in their fale and purchafe, 
they were actuated by motives of found policy; 
and that it is not doubted, but the prudence of 
that meafure will be apparent to every member, 
who will inquire into the particulars of the tranf- 
action. Having taken no fmall pains to probe 
that affair to the bottom, I have laid the refult 
before my readers in the preceding pages. Thofe 
who will take the trouble to perufe the account 
there given, will know what the members of the 
Court of Affiftants mean by prudence and policy. 


.. The fame gentlemen inform us, that the 
nuinber of the members of the Corporation has. 
prodigioufly increafed: and well may the number 
increafe, when, for the fake of fordid lucre, they 
( , have, 
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have, as one of their own’ advocates confeffes, 
overwhelmed) the wnole empire with crane 
pretenders... : 


At the late general meeting of the members of 
the Corporation, (whofe powers are now dormant), 
feventeen. perfons were felected to form,a Com= 
mittee ;,,who were authotized to prepate. a) bill 
for a renewal: of:the Jate act. of incorporation, 
with theirank and title of a Royal College; and 
fuch: additional powers and regulations, .as the 
prefent improved {tate of furgery demands; Four 
of the gentlemen who were nominated for, that 
Committee, not fatisfied with declining the of- 
fice, publifhed.an advertifement, , intended, to 
prove fubfervient. to the caufe of the Court of 
Affiftants. Itis neceffary, therefore, to ftate, that 
thofe gentlemen praétife only furgery ; and have 
an evident intereft in‘the fuccefs of the icaufe 
which they fupport. They have a good founda- 
tion for affirming, that the conftitution of the 
Company was’ attended with ‘evident advantage 
to rer Jog al: at leaft to them/elves. 


- It is no wonder, the party whofe meafures 
were in avowed oppofition to the late infamous 
bill, fhould incur the difpleafure of the party that 
were its avowed fupporters: but it 1s unjuit, to 
' charge them with an intention of overthrowing 
the conftitution of the Company ; fince it is well. 
| known, 
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_ known, and acknowledged by alli thofe belongmg 
to either party, who are in the leaft degree con- 
verfant with the fubjeét, that the conftitution of 
the Company} is alr aap 0 over thrown, 


As a proof of this, the Corhstitiees of both 
fides now addrefs themfelves to the members of 
the /ete Corporation of Surgeons: Both ‘parties 
profefs an intention of refufcitating the dormant 
powers of the Corporation ; one—by patent, the 
other—by act of Parliament. Whichever party 
may fucceed, and under whatever: title the 
Corporation may be revived, I hope it will rife 
again, like the Phoenix, more beautiful and more 
glorious from its own afhes; and, like Antzus, 
derive new vigour from every fall. 


In the mean time, it may not be amifs to in- 
form thofe gentlemen, who decline the office pro- 
pofed for, their acceptance at the general meeting, 
that when the majority of the meeting acquiefced. 
in the nomination of hoftile members, it was for 
the fake of conciliating. diffenfions which have 
too long prevailed ; not from a fear of encoun- 
tering thofe adverfaries in/a ftate of difcomfiture, 
whom they conquered when in all their glory. 


FINIS. 
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